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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

The Gatehouse:

’

The Gatehouse of the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital in
Towson, Maryland, was designed by Thomas and James M. Dixon of
Baltimore in 1860 and constructed by John L. Gittier, builder.

It is a symmetrical two-story structure in the Tudor Revival Style.
Constructed of field stone, it has a large central open archway
through which vehicles pass. Above the arch is a steep gable roof
i with deep decorated bargeboards sheltering three lancet windows
that light the second floor space. Flanking the central section
are two one-and-a-half story wings, one bay wide, with exaggerated
dormer windows, decorated bargeboards, and one lancet window. The
rear elevation of these wings exterd past the central section
making a U-shaped structure in plan. These rear wings do not have
dormers but instead have decorated cross gables. Each wing has
one interior chimney. The Gatehouse plan provides for two separate
cottage ‘units, one on either side of the archway.

338

1

Western Division ("A" Building)
Eastern Division ("B" Bullding):

The two immense brick buildings that compose the Calvert Vaux
design for the hospital were built to accomodate men in one and
women in the other. These three-and-one-half story structures each

. with a six story tower are virtual mirror images of each other.

2 " They are 360 feet long and were originally separated by a 100 foot
- wide courtyard. In 1971 this space was filled in by the New Central
| A Building which, though modern in design, is in harmony with the Vaux
work.

SNOITLONYLS NI

Each of the Vaux buildings are roughly T-shaped in plan, with

many cross gables, oriel windows, towers, and setbacks. A hybrid
g of the English Norman and the Italianate styles, the buildings have

3K very spare decoration and derive their impressive dignity and impact
- from the advancing and receding planes of the walls and the complex
juxtaposition of the roof forms. The interior arrangement of the
two buildings represents a major step forward in the planning of
mental institutions.

"In the old almshouses the sick-poor, orphaned-poor, aged-poor,

jﬁ } mentally disturbed, retarded, and idiots had been housed together;
g ' the new system fostered the beginnings of psychiatric classification.
- . The most disturbed patients were placed in the wing farthest removed

from the offices, with the less disturbed patients next, and con-
valescent individuals closest to the reception rooms and library.
The second floor duplicated the first, and the third floor and the

b L4
L~




Al

: Eli-eili
F- SIGNIFICANCE . i e
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{3 Pre-Columbion! {3 16th Century ) 18th Century O 20th Century
O 15th Century 3 17th Century X 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
D Urbon Plonning

Abor igine! O Educotion [ Potitice!
O Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi. O3 Other (Specity)
) Historic O |n"ui"y 7 losophy

[ Agriculture O nvention O Science

0 Archirecturs [0 Londscope O Sculpture

O Art : Architecture [} Seociol/Humon-

[0 Commerce O Literoture - iterion

0O Cau:nmvnicﬂionl O u;.{.,,, [ Theoter

[ Conservation O Mi;.i: ) Trensportation

BTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital in Towson, Maryland, has
been for over a century one of the leading private hospitals in the
country devoted to the care and treatment of the mentally ill.

The architecture of the two principal buildings of the hospital,
built from 1862 to 1891 and known originally as the Western Division
and the Eastern Division, were designed by the nationally prominent
architect Calbert Vaux who also designed most of the buildings in
Central Park, New York. These two buildings are virtual mirror
images of each other and together with their twin towers present an
impressive aspect over 800 feet long. The dramatic appearance of
these Norman Revival buildings is, however, secondary to their func-
tional design which marked a milestone in psychiatric planning by
separating patients according to the nature of their illness, and
attempting to create for each category a pleasant, self-contained,
non-institutional environment.

INSTRUCTIONS

The Gatehouse for the hospital was designed in 1860 by Baltimore
architects Thomas and James M. Dixon. This quaint Tudor Revival
double cottage, located at the Charles Street Avenue entrance to the
hospital, was the first building to be built and has become familiar
to generations of passersby. It is used by the hospital as their
symbol and as a result they requested National Historic Landmark
evaluation of it alone. However, familiarity cannot be substituted
for architectural excellence and the Gatehouse, for all its charm,
is in no way exceptional.

SEE

, " History
(abridged in part from the 1966-1967 Annual Report of the Hospital)
The Sheppard'and Enoch Pratt Hospital, Towson, Maryland, had its

beginning in a bequest made by Moses Sheppard (1775-1857), a Baltimore
Quaker merchant, for the establishment of an experimental institution

--continued on Form 10-300a--
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'[9, MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFE1 J(CES

F orbui};; lBliss . The Steppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital. Philadelphia:

0. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA : HOSPITAL - GATEHOUSE

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 7

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
, R OF LESS THAN TFEN ACRES
CORNER] - LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 39 ° 23 ‘ 32 hd 76 ° 37 . 20 L4 -} . - ° » -
NE [ 39° 23 32|76 ° 36 * 57 ° Gatehouse:
SE 39° 23°* 24176 ° 36 ' 57" 39 23 14 76 37 25
sw 29 ¢ 2% ¢ 24 1 7¢ © 37 * 20 °

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Hospital = Z0 acres, Gatehouse - less than

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOQNDARIEE oné acT_é_
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

[11." FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

¥W. Brown Morton III, Architect

ORGANIZATION piyisjon of History, Office of Archeology and pATE
Historic Preservation, National Park Serwvice August 13, 197

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 -.19th Street, N.W.

CITY OR TOVWN: STATE CODE
Washington D.C.
[12."STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the designated State Lisison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubdblic Law 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evalpated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

.

- National [J State [ Local O
Date
Name ’
ATTEST:
Title

Keeper of The National Register

Date Date
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7. DESCRIPTION (1) . Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital and

Gate House

smaller fourth floor were reserved for nurses and the other employees.
In each division there were approximately fifty rooms on the top two
floors. The ground floor of each section contained seventy-five rooms.
r~tients’ bedrooms averaged ten by fourteen feet, the parlors eithteen
v thirty-two feet, and the sun rooms eight by twenty feet. Corridors
were ten feet wide."!

8. SIGNIFICANCE

"to carry forward and improve the ameliorated system of treatment of the
insane, irrespective of expense." 1In 1853 a Charter was enacted by the
Maryland Legislature to establish the Sheppard Asylum. In 1857, at his
death, Moses Sheppard left $571,440 to the Sheppard Asylum. In 1860, the
first building, the Gatehouse, was erected at the entrance on Charles
Street Avenue. As funds became available from the estate, the hospital
was built over the next thirty-three years. On November 25, 1891, the
"A" and "B" Buildings were opened to receive patients. In 1896 a bequest
was made to the hospital by Enoch Pratt. He requested that his name be
used and by an Act of the Maryland Legislature the Sheppard Asylum became
the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital.

The architectural history of the Gatehouse and of the hospital
buildings is somewhat complex. In 1858, the Trustees of the Sheppard
bequest organized an architectural competition for the hospital design.
YA Baltimore firm, Thomas and James M. Dixon won the $350 prize for the
best of twenty-one designs submitted for the main building. Because of
his recent services as Superintendent of the newly constructed Bloomingdale
Hospital at White Plains, New York, third place winner, Dr. D. Tilden
Brown was chosen as chief consultant. Calvert vaux of New York City was
named associate architect. In general the plans, as developed, followed
closely the design suggested by Dr. Robert Kirkbridge of the Pennsvlvania
Hospital, which were published in the Journal of Insanity and had been
studied by the founder."? :

In May 1860, the Gatehouse was constructed. This first building was
the work of the Thomas and James M. Dixon firm in Baltimore. Original
drawings exist for a preliminary design for a Gate Lodge suggestive of
the actual building constructed but less embitious.

1. Bliss Forbush, The Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital, 1853-1970
(Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Co., 1971) pp. 24-25,

2. Ibid, pp. 21-22.
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&. SIGNIFICANCE

The Trustees adop
They called for two bu
separated by a space o
Division ("A" Building
respectively for male
and progressed in fits
was under roof in 1871

The original draw
sections are signed 'C

suggest that the Dixon
entirely to Vaux. An

observation out.

Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital and
Gate House

ted plans for the main hospital buildings in 1860.
jldings 360 feet long, mirror images of each other
£ 100 feet. These buildings, called the Western

) and the Eastern Division (''B" Building), were

and female patients. Construction started in 1862
and starts over the next 29 years. "A" Building
, "B" Building was completed in 1891.

ings for "A" Building showing floor plans and

alvert Vaux, Architect, 110 Broadway, N.Y."

They are much more highly developed than those for the Gatehouse and

firm left the final design and working drawings
onsite evaluation of the quality of the Vaux

hospital buildings compared to the Dixon Gatehouse tends to bear this




(9

Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE ; ,
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK senvnc'; Maryland %%T;:
NATIONAL . _GISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES B
Baltimore

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Continuatior: Sheet)

=
&y

(Number all entries)

Sheppai'd and Enoch Pratt Hospital property description:

Bounded by hospital roads forming a rough oval around "A" and "B"
Buildings and the power plant. On the south following a hospital road

which is south of the power plant and north of the Chapman Building, on
the west following the hospital road between the Ford Building and "A®
Building, on the north following a hospital road between the "A" and "B"
Building complex and the Casino Building and Dr. Gibson's reaidence, to
an exit to Osler Drive.

(see detailed Map below)

MAP OF THE
BHEPPARD AND INOCH PRATT NOSPITAL

LW CINTRAL BURDING
we

From Bliss Forbush, The Sheopard and Enoch Pratt Hosnital, 1353-1970
(Philadelphia, J.3. Lippincott Co., 1971) P. 239.

PO S01WLE2




T %

i
ECK AN

T T FTesy jlivenwood v N

’.’-’/:.:'Elemen\:,—y_{) l ] ‘\ Lt \'

Hems
i T e

. L N | ! _
Souniry Clob Schi e PN
. . ’ <« 4 ! .
N 2 ~

N S
Lo~ Shéthnd:m/ll: -
\gg 2 “ - Branc
Sheppard and Enoch Pratt A l:\,

Hospital Gatehouse BR-+I'L- ‘;/:1.
Towson, haryland g
U.5.G.S. T+5' Series L
Cockeysville, Md. Quad., and :
Towson, Nd. Quade R

CTATR .

Pl Y !
..
poad
!

-

s

L4
N
Y -—y"-

-
1
-t
.
-

b ;-,y 4@M "n,.‘ v'f',JoC‘P"‘

, ocarlvwopd”, <

. < ‘.
N SA:F:’/

g« e o AT
R

- I Burnbraess

-~ T > /?:-_>
: - ¥ e

: /=

7

N v&xh I <

‘4 __'~:-.A' _>-.\\
;\f\ Ny
1 - -S-eppard.Pra —

Hospital . =\

-8 \§ « Yorktown, __._,- -
. ™Y b ° — ,———"

. erevE it

'~

v -
Dumbarton | 77770 —

/\"f;' N h/;’ \'\JF H’igu Sch | ; ";

L 3 ~ ) R
\ . R ~ - ¢ . M
: . ~ .* DUVMEAR e SR -
: K o, . -\'J n“!_gh - : ’QK ! .EI R L R T
JRPRY -‘ Ly, P . B - X P g . ; :.
N -\%’Eoon ?fj' Y P f_._. to. L LF
o= “Waadbrenkt: z o

-~ P
-—v '\’

ﬂ \k\:‘7 y S REcse ’;:
y P, >

R e .

s .
- Anneslic
. _;" _. N -

BALTIMORE (JUNC US ¢

€ —iwe?

WAS®mINGTON D







Sheppard Fratt Gatebowse

MHT 4 BA- 212
450l N Cheilzs St Balhoe Lo

‘-J‘ E}fﬂ J'.—-'llf'l Sc_h & 0y ‘P
APr-f 2 Co50

Lﬁ-) f.?,_-lc L-.a-:l;"*rs. '






Chepped Tiak G;a:lelmuse_,

MHT #BA- 212
450! N.Qw,-les_ ot Battiniore B

J Bfa.udtkjf)wmla
Ape| 2, 2060

E.J:‘al' /Y‘orlhaza AT AN 507







:0-"". i

AT & 2a- 212 |

,5;_‘_;{ [\‘ CJ"_% les S Ba'ﬂ""& o @ (=
74 - :
:/w-uﬂll"\ BT

£ oy japutn codt 2levokon







Sheppacd Hat .Qaﬁthwsef

MHT B Ba-2IZ
{50! N Chie les f)i P Iiniar= NS

J- &'auql" Schamp
Aprl 2 2060

Uorth elevaxtisn






SH&PPWEJ ﬂaﬂ Ga:{'&lwau-5¢
MHT HBA -2i2

LSal k) CheTes 24 Ea lvmidre
1 zfﬁUﬁ!" :alno.wqp

AP-‘tl Z 2000

ook [Soutnuoest cleahor




e

—
—
= —
—
— -
—1
et




Shepperd Fatt Gatehouse

MHT #24- ziz |
o) N -Chs 120 Sk Baltinare | MB

J Brovgr Scho mp
Apr' 7 2500

1 .] - e,
59-,};,.-. GAEATIETY






Sheppord o Govebose

250l N Cherles St Bak-more ML

J. Bro uqk f}champ_
Apal 2 zov0

Ve Q/mrf‘lm-res{- eleotisim













Sheppa-d Fall Gotzhouse

MuT § BA-212 _
&30l N. Charles St Baltnme 14D
J Bf‘owf‘ﬂ- Schien p |

AP(:' Z2,2000
West elevedion






