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Ssummary

when the French occupied the Low Coun-
tries in 1794-1795 four commissioners were
charged with inventorying and confiscating
objects of science and art. Two of them were
naturalists, appointed by an assembly of pro-
fessors at the Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle.
Among them were the geologist Barthélémy
Faujas de Saint-Fond and the botanist Andre
Thouin. The commissioners followed the
French armies and when Maastricht was cap-
tured from the Austrian troops on 4 Novem-
ber 1794, they were in the area around Liége
{now in Belgium).

The present article aims to shed some light on
the activities of these commissioners. It deals
with the fate of the famous Mosasaurus fos-
sil, which was taken from Maastricht to Paris.
Contrary to the account given by Faujas in his
Histoire Naturelle de la Montagne Saint Pierre
& Maestricht, archival sources indicate that
this fossil was looted from its legal owner,
a clergyman, as early as 8 November 1794.
While this was done by order of the repre-
sentative of the people A.-L. de Frécine, it
was nonetheless in violation of the laws of
war at the time. The fossil is in the Muséum
National d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris to this
day and, despite repeated petitions, the heirs
of the Maastricht clergyman have never re-
ceived any indemnity for the confiscation.

Introduction - Faujas de Saint-Fond and the
'Petrified Crocodile’

An important hitherto unpublished letter has re-
cently been discovered in the library of the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam, written by the geologist
Barthélemy Faujas de Saint-Fond (1741-1819)
and dated 'Amsterdam, le 24 pluviose [I'An] 3

Florence FJ.M. Pieters, Zoological Museum, University of Amsterdam

de la république francaise [= 12 February
1795]". Faujas was in Amsterdam at the time
because he was one of the four commission-
ers charged with inventorying and confiscating
objects of science and art in the Low Countries
which had come under French rule in 1794-
1795. The two naturalists on that committee
had been chosen by the General Assembly of
Professors of the newly founded Muséum Na-
tional d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris (hereafter re-
ferred to as MNHN). This museum, founded on
10 June 1793, was in fact a kind of ‘democratic’
continuation of the Cabinet du Roi within the
Jardin des Plantes. Besides Faujas, who was pro-
fessor of geclogy and former assistant to the
anatomist E.L. Daubenton at the Cabinet du
Roi, André Thouin (1747-1824) was elected as
commissioner. Thouin was Professor of Culture,
by which was meant, for instance, agriculture
and horticulture at the MNHN, and formerly
Gardener-in-Chief of the Jardin des Plantes un-
der direction of the great animal encyclopaedist
Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon.!

Faujas’ letter is addressed to Adriaan Gilles
Camper (1754-1820), son of Professor Petrus
Camper (1722-1789), one of the founders of
comparative anatomy, who was famous among
other things for his dissections of rare animal
species from the menagerie of Stadholder Wil-
liam V. After Petrus’ death, the son continued

1 See the extensive biography of André Thouin by Yvonne
Letouzey, Le Jardin des Plantes & la croisée des chemins
avec André Thouin 1747-1824, Paris: Editions du Muséum
1989 (Les Grands naturalistes). For a short biography of
Faujas, see John Challinor, ‘Faujas de Saint-Fond, Barthe-
lemy (1741-1819y, in: Charles Coulston Gillespie (ed.),
Dictionary of Scientific biography, i, New York: Charles
Scribner and Sons 1971, 548-549. The assembly of the
professors of the MNHN in which Thouin and Faujas were
chosen as commissioners was held on 23 July 1794, see
Letouzey 1989, 393).
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his research, publications, and correspondence
with for instance Georges Cuvier {1769-1832),
who had joined the MNHN as assistant-profes-
sor of Anatomy in 1795.
The Cuvier-Camper correspondence
sterdam has been widely studied.2 This is not
however the case with the Camper-Faujas cor-
respondence, including the above-mentioned
letter of 12 February 1795 (see Appendix 1). For
our purposes, the following passage, in a rough
translation, is of particular importance:
"‘Next | turned off to Maastricht, where |
stayed 22 days in order to observe profoundly
Sint Pietersberg. | have had drawings made of
the beautiful animal petrifications that have
peen found there and these [fossils] are pres-
ently in the possession of the [‘French’ added
later] Republic. | have been engaged in the
acquisition of these [petrifications], not ex-
cluding the superb head of a crocodile (if it
is a crocodile indeed). It is on its way o the
National Museum in Paris, like the cabinet of
Roux, which your celebrated father was pre-
viously interested in buying. We also have a
portion of Hoffmann’s cabinet.”?

in Am-

2 Nearly all the corresponderce of the Campers, father and
son, is kept here, in the University of Amsterdam (on loan
from the Koninklijke Nederlandsche Maatschappij tot Bev-
ordering der Geneeskunst - Royal Dutch Society for the
Advancement of Medical Science). See e.g. B. Theunissen,
‘De briefwisseling tussen A.G. Camper en G. Cuvier’, in:
Tijdschrift voor de Geschiedenis der Geneeskunde, Na-
tyurwetenschappen, Wiskunde en Techniek 3 (1980), 155~
177; the Camper—correspondence between father and son
(1785-1787) has been published by Hans Bots and Rob
Visser (eds.), La correspondance, 1785-1787, de Petrus
Camper (1722-1789) et son fils Adriaan-Gilles Camper
(1759-1820); introduction et lettres -CXXH Amsterdam/
Utrecht: APA — Holland University Press 2002 (Lias, 28).

3 Unlike the famous ‘crocodile head', which was de facto
looted from its legal owner (see below), the fossils from
the cabinets of Roux and Hoffmann were acquired by
purchase for the MNHN; see Ferdinand Boyer, ‘Le trans-
fert a Paris des collections du Stathouder (1795, in: An-
nales Historiques de la Révolution frangaise, 43 (No. 205)
(1971a), 390. For biographical data about all collectors of
fossils in Maastricht at the time, see C.0. van Regteren
Altena, 'Achttiende-eeuwse verzamelaars van fossielen
te Maastricht en het lot hunner collecties’, in: Publicaties
van het Natuurhistorisch Genootschap in Limburg, Reeks
IX No. 3 (1956; [published 1957)), 83-112; supplemented
by the same author in 1963: C.O. van Regteren Altena,
‘Nieuwe gegevens over achttiende-eeuwse verzamelaars
van fossielen te Maastricht’, in: Natuurhistorisch Maand-
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Note that Faujas writes that he had personally
been involved in acquiring the superb head of
a crocodile, but this cannot be true, because
he arrived in Maastricht long after this 'petri-
fication’ was removed.! Significantly, Faujas
originally wrote: ‘the heautiful animal petrifica-
tions from Sint Pietersberg in Maastricht (...),
presently in the possession of the Republic.’
So as to leave no doubt that it was the French
Republic that he was referring to, he later
added the word frangaise. The reader should
not make the mistake of thinking that what
he was referring to was the newly proclaimed
République Batave. This Batavian Republic had
been proclaimed on 19 January 1795, the day
after Stadholder William V's flight to England. It
existed from 1795 to 1806 and basically com-
prised what is presently called the Netherlands,
but excluding the region around Maastricht. Af-
ter the conquest of Maastricht by French troops
on 4 November 1794, the fortified town was
annexed to France; later the region became
integrated with the Département de la Meuse
Inférieure of the French Republic, of which
Maastricht was made the capital.
Together with Faujas and Thouin, the architect
Charles De Wailly (1730-1 798) and the librarian
Gaspard—l\/lichel Leblond (1738-1809) left Paris
on 3 September 1794 as Commissaires pour la.
recherche des objets de science et d'art dans les
pays conquis. They followed the French armies,
staying for some time in Brussels and Liege. Th

blad 52 (1963), 28-32. For data about all Dutch collecto
and collections of zoological specimens up to the twe
tieth century, see the second, enlarged edition of Hendr
Engel’s Alphabetical list, viz. Pieter Smit et al., Heridr
Engel’s Alphabetical List of Dutch Zoological Cabinets ai}
Menageries, Amsterdam: Rodopi 1986 (Nieuwe Nede
landse Bijdragen tot de Geschiedenis der Geneeskunde
der Natuurwetenschappen, 19).

4 According to Boyer 1971a (n.
saires only arrived in Maastricht late in January 179

However, the ‘petrified crocodile’ had been confiscalt
long before they arrived, namely on 8 November 17945
note 6).

5 Nathalie Bardet and John W.M. lagt, ‘Mosasaurus ho
manni, le "Grand Animal fossile des Carrieres de Ma
tricht”: deux siecles d'histoire’, in: Bulletin du Muget
National d'Histoire Naturefle, Paris, série 4, C 18 (no.

(1996), 577.

famous ‘petrified crocodile’ was confiscated by
French troops four days after the capture of
Maastricht by General Kiéber.® Four days later,
a decree of the Convention Nationale decreed’
that the specimen was to be sent to the MNHN

in Paris. ‘22 of brumaire [of the year Ill; = 12 .

November 1794]: Decree declaring that the
crocodile head found in Maastricht will be sent
to tfg)e Museum d'Histoire Naturelle’.” By 9 De-
cember 1794, the gia

comber 175 giant head was ready to be
However, the four commissioners arrived in
Maastricht only towards the end of January of
the following year. It is therefore clear that the
French had already decided exactly what their
spoils of war were to be. Augustin-Lucie de Fré-
cine (1751-1804), Représentant du peuple au-
prés de 'armée du nord seems to have played a
particularly important role in the looting of this
fossil that is so pivotal in the history of paleon-
tology. The fossil is presently known as the holo-
type of Mosasaurus hoffmanni Mantell, 18298
It was discovered in 1780° and painstak;ngly ré-
covered from a huge piece of limestone, prob-
ably under supervision of the l\/laastricht,doctor
Johann Leonhard Hoffmann (1710-1782), who
corresponded with Camper Sr. about its n:‘jture
Hoffmann called it a crocodile, but Camper.

6 (Bjir:;ifﬁg;; 9d9u6 (n; 5 578< Tableau 1: '8 novembre 1794:
comt framaises,lcrane fossile par les armées révolution-
7 E{;)tlilgggin ger_werale des décrgts rendus par la Convention
Brumaire'[d:j?s' M.OIS Brumaire, an Ill, p. 124 [1794]; 22
e 1 Ete G ool 01vEn 3 Mobocne s s
. gle.lel\/l:l)té)séum d'histoire nature!le’.a esHieht sera envoyce
hoffmalr}];\//e ;2 de Graaf and Peggy Rompen, ‘Mosasaurus
et 'Ulndearnt]hen toenaam’ [with extensive summary in
Natuurhist ) e name of Mosasaurus hoffmanni’), in:
| ol ino?;ch Maandb/ac/ 84 (1995), 27-35. '
A Con7p, t.he date of discovery of the famous skull
el vmgng!y argued by Peggy Rompen, ‘Mosa-
pbliaon mnm. D/e Iotgeya{len van een type-exemplaar’,
Libure, Facun:isttzrs thesis, Maastricht: Rijksuniversiteit
Wetonsehomeno er Cultuurwetenschappen, Cultuur- en
prize-wjnm‘ﬁ t&;} ies 1995, 57-58. In my opinion, this
licton 1 tﬁe ets;rls by Peggy Rompen is the best intro-
I56t 1006 (1 S)SuA;ect, followed by the article of Bardet/
Romper and ﬂ.} N enlarggd yersion in English (including
oh e vicissitudgsprisem findings) of Bardet/)agt’s article
o preparati(;n,the holotype of Mosasaurus hoff-

tljought it belonged to a species of whales. He
dissuaded Hoffmann from publishing his viéws
as he was sure that Hoffmann would later havé
to revise his opinion. 1
It so happened that Hoffmann died in 1782, the
very year that an engraving of the skull was leub—
I|s'hed by Pierre-Joseph Buc'hoz (1731-1807)
with the following caption: ‘Petrified head of
an unlknovvn animal found in the quarries of
Sint Pietersberg near Maastricht; 3 feet wide
and 16 inches high, deposited in the Cabinet of
thg Dean of the Canons of that town’ (fig. 1)."
This Dean of St. Servaes cathedral was fhe.o—
dorus Joannes Godding (1722-1797). Goddin
ovyned a house at the foot of Sint Pietersberg
Wli[h a field and a quarry, where the ’unknovvg
animal’ was on display for visitors. Father and
son Camper visited it twice in August 1782 and
Camper Sr. made a thorough study, producing
a very detailed annotated drawing (fig. 2). In his
travel diary,"? Petrus Camper wrote that He was
enchanted by the creature. Never before had he
set eyes on such a fascinating object and he as-
serted that the piece owned by Dean Goddin
was the finest fossil he had ever studied sincg
it comprised the complete head. A friar ,of the

10 E(;Sqeﬁ;‘; rP?7u712\/;/iI7le7r§9>/isser, The zoological work of Petrus
- , Amsterdam: Rodopi 1985 (M
//(\/edsr/andse Bijdragen tot de Geschiedenis der éenzg&—’
y ’Tuﬁn egn‘o_’gr Natuurwetenschappen, 12), 127
ri\ete %etnflee d'un animal inconnu, trouvée da.ns les Car-
3e§;dse0||: r,nontagne Saint-Pierre prés de Maastricht; de
argeur sur 16 pouces de hauteur, dé 156
. , déposé
\d/ﬁ{nes’fI;Cabme_t de M. le Doyen des Chanoines depcetts
Versé ate 66 'r.],P'J' Buc'hoz, Les dons merveilleux et di-
CO//ecrggnt dco/orl/es de la nature dans le régne minéral, ou
¢ 1 de minéraux précieusement colorié |
vir & l'intelligence de ['histoire ot oo omomioe
el e naturelle et oe l
des trois régnes, Paris: ! e vs.
des , . chez I'aut i
" a-vis la Place Sorbonne 1782. e rue de la Harpe v
g?eArr;\jtr;L:;cnpt Pis kept in the library of the University
am: Petrus Camper, ‘Reyze naar M i
g aastricht,
;ga::bAk:p en_DusseIdorp’ (1782), UBA cat.no. Hs i F
2 (d' is visits to Dean Godding are related on pp
g atoer(:l t1hS |Ali?UStd 1782) and 33 (dated 27 August'
32). e latter date he wrote a short descripti
of it: Petrus Camper, ‘Conj o les orndes
[: Pet g jectures touchant les
;ignf;cgt;}on(s trouvées dans la Montagne de St %Zrnrgeg
estricht’ (1782), four-page manuscri ith t
, , ipt, with two origi-
le dra;/vmgs by P. Camper and a printed black and vvhi%le
“ py of plate 66 from Buc'hoz 1782 (n. 11), presumab!
Kncg p(gsen‘c_eq by P. Camper to Godding and now ir>1/
oninklijke Bibliotheek, The Hague, cat. no. 72D34/5A
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Fig. 1 Mirror-image copy of the engraving petrified head of an
Maastricht, published by P-J. Buc'hoz in 1782, Den Haag,
manuscript cat. no. 72D34/5A)

nearby monastery of slavante’ had made a bid
of 3000 guilders for it.”
Like Hoffmann, Godding believed it to be a pet-
rified crocodile. Camper however disagreed. He
voiced his dissenting opinion in an article pre-
sented to the Royal Society and thus, in 1786,
his interpretation of it as a kind of Physeter, a
sperm whale, was published in the world's most
renowned scientific journal at the time, Philo-
sophical Transactions of the Royal Society of
London.* The celebrated fossil thus became in-
ternationally known, and for this reason it was
immediately seized —or perhaps one should say

ion of 'Observanten’, a subordinate
order of the Friars Minor. A small part of Camper’s travel
diary has been published by Van Regteren Altena 1957
(n. 3), 106-108; the bid of 3000 guilders is mentioned
onp. 107 (=p. 7in the ms.): ‘Men stelt eene zeer groote
waarde op alle deze stukken, een pater der Schlavanten
hadt in commissie den deken 3000 florins gebooden voor
het groote stuk'.

14 Petrus Camper, ‘Conjectures relative to the Petrifactions
found in St. Peter’s Mountain, near Maestricht’, in: Philo-
sophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London, 76
(no. 26) (1786), 443-456, pls. XV-XVi.

13 “Slavante’ is a corrupt
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found in the quarries of the St. Pieter near

unknown animal
om enclosure in P Camper’s

Koninklijke Bibliotheek (copied fr

stolen — by the French, months before the ar-
fval in Maastricht of the four commissioners
charged with inventorying and confiscating ob-
jects of science and art.

Faujas’ Incredible Story
Four years after his twenty-two days stay in the
vicinity of Maastricht, Faujas started publish
ing the book Histoire Naturelle de la Montagne

Saint-Pierre de Maestricht (fig. 3; a little later
a Dutch edition was |oub|ished).15 The account

15 The original work
(in folio and in quarto formats), each in 10 installments

B. Faujas [de]—Saint-Fond, Histoire naturelle de fa m

tagne de Saint-Pierre de Maestricht, Paris: H.J. Jansen (Ar
7 - [An 111 de la République francoise) [= 1798/1799
1803] in folio and in quarto od. with 54 plates. The DUt
franslation was published in 2 parts in octavo format!!
1802/1804: B. Faujas saint Fond, Natuurlijke Histor
van den St. Pieters Berg bij Maastricht. Uit het Frai
door J.D. Pasteur. Amsterdam: Johannes Allart, 1 (180
and 1l (1804). Apparently, the translated Dutch edi
is not complete. I complete French editions, two Xl
plates are provided, of which Plate LI is most import:
giving a newly engraved, better representation (mo!

in French was published in 2 edjtions

Fig. 2 Reproduction of the drawing made by P. Camper i
1782 Of. an Elegant petrification from thé St Pf:;rerlr]
mountain, containing the almost entire heéd of .
unknown Physeter (sperm whale); from the muse i
g; ;Z;e 1V§ry Re‘verend Dean Godding of the Canggs7

nt Servatius, copied by Camper after a detail
sketch made by friar ‘'T.D.B." from the nearb e
Lery cal_led ‘Slavante’, Amsterdam, Universiti '“Lr:gpaarsy
niversity of Amsterdam, Special Collections {Folio b ’
G in Camper collection) o R

of how the huge head of the famous ‘petrified
crocodile’ came to be acquired, is narrated as
an exciting and amusing story here, which, as
vy|H be shown below, is a total misrepreserlwta-
tpn of the facts. Faujas' story must therefore be
discredited. According to Faujas, Godding was
not the rightful owner of the fossil in the first
place. The famous petrification, he maintained
had been unjustly awarded to him after a law—’

accurate gnd not upside down, as in
;xgﬁi r?i/tlgfccgati%n,ssiglned below left: ’l\agrlé\?heroeL:r’ g;e(;
; and Sculp.” It is here reproduced in f"
IT?rf)j:é%?VEd1legend reads: ‘OS MAXILLAIRES FOS?ILE%
e Maestrii;t ESgbdsizsdsugeBloc fole gierre des Carrieres
quart de la grandeur, par Marérzrf? Iorf]D it ! DeSSIhelS i
d'apres I'Original déposé dans !:sl Gemr'e o o,
_ alleries | d'histoi
?eaxtturr:!z du Jardm_ deslPIantes de Paris.’ Its descrfgi)ig:
CROCODS;L(prgZ in folio ed.): ‘PLANCHE LI. | TETE DU
db erovcdile LA MONTAGNE | DE S.-PIERRE. | La téte
st e ela molnta,grje de S.-Pierre de Maestricht
e sdr sirare et si précieux que j'ai cru devoir le faire
i p’andt:ne ech.e’lle b_eaucoup plus grande que celle
ot oo e.e lclque j'en a|’dolnné au commencement de
i !’origin%ll 5' e e\st gravée ici au quart de la grandeur
e I’exactilt dapres un superbe dessin de Maréchal, fait
e viennentljj eetle t’alentlde cet habile artiste, que Jes
bt 1505 o Sperdre [my italics; he died on 21 Decem-
e Citolyen Mos,eph Il'—’hillppe Frangois] Deleuze, ‘Notice
i aréchal’, in: Annales du Muséum National
ire Naturelle 2 (1803), 65-74] "

HISTOI?T‘TE NATURELLE

E DE SAINT-PIERRE

STRICHT,

PARE O TAUIA o
Ay

STRATRUR B PROFESSEL ehi
RATEUR BY PROFUSSEUR DRGROLOGIE AT MUSEI M NATIONAL

ARTLS,

By RULDES SAIAS0E

LIQER TR AN QOIS E

Fig. 3 Zitlel—/page of the folio-edition of Faujas, Histoire Na-
Aur;ete O<|je fa Mon{agne Saint-Pierre de Maestricht,
sterdam, Artis Bibliotheek University of Amsterdan;

suit against Doctor Hoffmann. Furthermore
Godding had hidden the famous fossil some:
vvhere in town after the long siege of Maas-
tricht. After the town capitulated, the French
offered a reward of 600 bottles of excellent
Wme.t.o anyone finding the crocodile head, on
condition that it arrived undamaged. And ;ure
enough, in Faujas’ tale, the very next day twelve
grenadiers brought the fossil safely to the home
of the representative of the people, Frécine, and
collected their reward, some 50 bo’ttles of éxcel—
lent wine each. Canon Godding was promised a
sum of money (after arbitration by the scientists
f;ethi MNHN), and he and his fellow canons of
- W;agggﬂvzere exempted from the payment

16 I;Z%j;%de Saint—F_ond 1798/99 (n. 15), 43-45 (folio ed.);

! b F59—l86. Faujas’ funny story is often retold in Englis.hl

.g. /y ric Buffetaut, A short history of vertebrate palae:
ontology. London etc.: Croom Helm 1987, 59-60
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Fig. 4 Original pen drawing by Jac. E. Gaulle for plate IV in Fauj
representing the fossil jaws of 4 feet length of the Mosasaurus

In actual fact, the famous fossil was jooted
from its legal owner Godding (documents of a
case of Godding against Hoffmann could not
be traced"?). This was done on the instructions
of Frécine, who sent six soldiers to Godding’s
home to obtain the fossil by force of arms un-
der the pretext that Frécine wanted to study
the fossil at his home because he was too ill to
examine it in situ. An account of the incident
has been found in the National Archives in The
Hague: repeated requests for restitution or in-
demnification of the fossil, estimated as worth
50,000 francs, by Godding’s heirs are recorded,
dating from 1814 10 1823.18 Years went by, but

17 Cf. Rompen 1995 n.9), 1.

18 A widow Godding left her traces in the Rijksarchief van
de Provincie Limburg as well, cf. Appendix 5 and Br. PJH.
Ubachs, ‘De Maastrichtse Mosasaurus bleef in Parijs — nieuwe
archiefvondsten over de Mosasaurus-roof’, in: Natuurhisto-
risch Maandblad 58 (1969), 53-57. In this paper, Ubachs also
gives a rough estimate of Dean Godding’s portion of the war
1ax as 6250 francs (p- 57).
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ontagne Saint-Pierre de Maestricht,

as, Histoire Naturell
hoto Antiquariaat Junk,

Januaty 1827, the French Ministry of
n Affairs, in consultation with the a
istrators of the MNHN, finally decreed that ‘for
indemnification of this object of nat
this canon had obtained exemption from the
payment of war taxes imp
bers of the cathedral cha

However, ‘Fhis alleged fact, along with other
facts mentioned in the letter, is unreliable, as
it was taken from Faujas’ highly imaginative

osed upon the mem
pter of Maastricht’.! The book contains more inaccuracies. For in
stance, ‘Fhe fossil did not arrive in Paris. undam-
23;?,\,; it became graglually smaller, as we can
originale(rj\rvve.compare its varlious depictions: the
4) e adgyt\{mg for Plate IV in Faujas’ book (fig.
‘as,t o itional, more accurate plate LI in the
récem hrrgent of the French editions (fig. 5), a
i (ﬂp (E)Sograph o.f the holotype specimen in
;Campe?.m )% ;he egrher drawing made by Petrus
et sz (fig. 2) ahd the corresponding
co o?f of the plgte in B.uc’hoz (fig. 1). As
i 1E;zft,.Glooldmg’s widow wrote in her
o b 6h Mr. Governor, all the inhabit-
- tric tcah attest to lthe truth of these
ooting], which I have just stated; more-

gue, Centrale Overheid ¢l
terie van Buitenlands
an het archief van he
n Frankrijk, 1814-1884", b‘
dentie over de terugvord
1823 Juni 13-182
btenir la restitut
des commissaires francais €
h Minister Baron de Dar
aris, d.d. 8 January 182
a, en effet, été, dans le temp!
Godding qui en était, a cette épogu
a d'un proces qu'ilay
ffmann qui I'avait recue
dédommagement
anoine avait obte
ion de guerre qui avd
s du chapitre de Maestricht:

19 Nationaal Archief, The Ha
particulieren vanaf 1795, Minis
Zaken, no. 2.05.47, ‘Inven
Nederlandse Gezantschap i
standdeel no. 196 ‘Correspon

ersteenden krokodil.

Januari 9 — Réclamations a

d'un crocodile pétrifié par

1794, letter from the Frend

to Fagel, Netherlan

‘cette petrification

chez le chanoine

détenteur ou propriétair
intenté au naturaliste Ho
les carrieres de la ville, mais, qu'en
cet objet d'histoire naturelle,
drétre exempté de la
imposée aux membre:

Ig | I j istoire Naturelle de onta t-Pi aestricht, engra after a
ate ujas, N /] la Mon o] ] ] ‘ N ‘
ne Saint-Pierre de Maestrich a Ola:
Fig. 5 P| Faujas, Hist t eng ved er dr Wlﬂg b i
Y Nicolas

Maréchal, representin
' g the Head of th i .
Brabant Collection (cat. no. TRE L 20) e Crocodile of the St. Pieter's Mountain, Titburg, University of Tilburg, Libra

¢ ’ ry

over,.l have still in my possession two lateral parts
of'th!s crocodile, which, when reunited with the
prlnqpal piece in Paris, complete this interestin

|oe‘[.rn‘ication.’20 The letter by widow Godding ig
which restitution or indemnification of the sl’<ull
pf the petrified crocodile was claimed in 1816

|slreproduced in full in Appendix 2. Godding’s’
withholding of two bones on the lateral side may
be considered an act of passive resistance.”’ One

20 Natt_rqnaaf Archief (see previous note), undated copy of a
\F/)verilttfnn :g a \tNI1d§1vé Godding [a niece of Dean Godding]
ou : '‘Monsieur Le Gouvernel ;
, _ ur, tous les
lf-laajtt:tzrzjtes jceie\/il\/lae;trriclht peuvent attester la vérité des
, ens d'alléguer; en outre j'ai encor
. . ; e en m
Fecijssie;smn delux parties latterales [sic] de ce crocodile quai
s avec le principal Morgeau qui :
' qui est a P -
_?Ihettent cette interessante petrification.’ o com
kng\/}\‘/at.euog these two withheld ‘parties latterales’ is un-
Godd'r:{ achs 1369 (n. 18), 55 thinks that the widow
ing wrote t_h|s mainly in order to facilitate eventual
negotiations for indemnification.

2
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representing the

type-specimen of Mosasaurus hoffmanni, as it is still
on display in the Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle

in Paris

Fig. 6 Recent photograph of the fossi,

of these bones can be clearly seen in the upper
left of the drawing made by Petrus Camper on
the occasion of his visit to Godding’s country resi-
dence (fig. 2), as well asin the earlier engraving
published by Buc’hoz (fig. 1).

Father and son Camper held Dean Godding in
high esteem, as appears from Petrus Camper’s
diary of his journey to Maastricht, and from
A.G. Camper’s correspondence with Martinus
van Marum, an influential Dutch scientist.?? In
contrast, Faujas depicts Godding as a winebib-
ber, whose cabinet with its famous 'petrified
crocodile’ was only a status symbol. However,

22 In a postscript of an unpublished letter by A.G. Camper to

M. van Marum, dated 11 January 1790, Camper Ir. asks
him to send a reprint of his article to Godding; letter in
Noord-Hollands Archief, Haarlern: no. toegang: 529 (Cor-
respondence of Martinus van Marum), Inventaris no. 15,
blok no. 529, stuk no. 15. The manuscript of the follow-
ing article is concerned: Martinus van Marum, ‘Beschry-
ving der beenderen van den kop van eenen visch, gevon-
den in den St. Pietersberg by Maastricht, en geplaatst in
Teylers Museum’, in: Verhandelingen, uitgegeeven door
Teyler's Tweede Genootschap 8 (1790), 383-389, pls. 1.
in this paper Van Marum concludes that the fossil con-
cerned belongs to a hitherto unknown species of Pisces
cetacei. He describes some fossil jaw fragments from the
collection of Teylers Museum, Haarlem that had been
discovered in the Pietersberg in 1766 and obtained from
Lieutenant-colonel Drouin in 1784 and compares them
with the more complete head fragment owned by Dean
Godding of which he publishes an engraving of part of
the teeth-bearing palate, after a drawing sent to him by
petrus Camper in 1784. Faujas describes these fossil frag-
ments from Teylers Museum in his book immediately after
the description of the specimen looted from Godding, re-
ferring to Van Marum’s description. Obviously, Godding’s
more complete fossil fragment was later designated as
the holotype of Mosasaurus hoffmanni Manteli, 1829.
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soon after the publication of Faujas’ story, God-
ding was convincingly rehabilitated by a French
compatriot of Faujas, named Francois Alexan-
dre Cavenne (1773-1856), who lived in Maas-
tricht in 1799. In 1802, Cavenne published a
book on the statistics of the Département de la
Meuse Inférieure, in which he states:
"t was in the quarries of Maastricht that the
peautiful jaws were found that today embel-
lish the cabinet of natural history of Paris,
which Camper, the father, regarded as origi-
nating from a cetacean, and Camper the son
and Faujas de Saint Fond believed to have be-
longed to a crocodile; they [these jaws] have
been carefully conserved by Canon Godding at
the quarry they were discovered in. This citi-
sen was highly esteemed and respected for his
sound mind and morals, and one should point
out here that all the facts imputed to him by
Faujas in his description of Sint Pietersberg are.
for the greater part false, and all inexact Imy"
italics). Those inhabitants of Maastricht who
have read this work, regret that this famous
naturalist was deceived by offensive informas
tion about this virtuous man, who left to the
geologists a precious object of natural his-
tory, to his fellow-citizens a respectful remem:
brance, and to his heirs the as yet unperformed
promises made by the Government in orde
to indemnify him for the fossil head and th
property destroyed by military activities in th
quarry in which the fossil had been found.””

23 [Francois Alexandre] Cavenne, Statistique du départ
ment de la Meuse inférieure, Maestricht: Th. Nype
1802, 72-73 (quoted and translated from Jos. Creiver:
"Kanunnik Godding in zijn eer hersteld’, in: Natuurhist
risch Maandblad 31 (1942), 116. 'C'est dans les carrier
de Maestricht que 'on a tfrouvé les belles machoires
ornent aujourd hui le cabinet d'histoire naturelle de-Pan
que Camper, e pére regardait comme provenant d'uf [d
tacée, et que Camper le fils et Faujas de Saint Fond crole
avoir appartenu a un crocodile; elles ont été conserve
soigneusement par le Chanoine Godding, danslaca
du quel elles sont découvertes. Ce citoyen était aus
timable par ses lumieres que par la pureté de ses moeu
et on doit dire ici que tous les faits qu’on lui impute da
la description de la montagne de St. Pierre par Fa]
sont la plupart faux, et tous inexacts. Ceux des habitd
de Maestricht qui ont lu cet ouvrage, regrettent qu’ )
trompé ce naturaliste célebre par des renseignemeﬂfS
jurieux pour I'homme vertueux, qui a laissé aux géolog

why did Faujas lie? He may have had any of
the following three reasons: (1) to disguise that
the creature was actually looted from a private
owner, which is an offence, even in wartime?*
(2) to make propaganda for the French army’
and (3) because he simply was a compulsive Iia;
who told tall stories to impress people.?> That
this last may have been the case is suggested
by Faujas’ fellow-commissioner André Thouin in
his memoirs:
‘My third travelling-companion originated
from the Dauphiné?® and from his braggings
one could take him for a Gascon, great story-
teller, lazy, cowardly, gluttonous and loving
only luxury. He coupled knowledge with a
good memory and a certain facility of man-
ners. He fancied himself charged with repre-
senting France, he knew everybody, he grant-
ed audiences, accorded his protection. If one
were to believe what he said, he was the one
who did everything, his colleagues being his
mere subordinates. His boasting went so far
tlhat he was spotted as one of the foremost
liars in the army of 70,000 men of which a
part originated from southern regions. As for
the committee, he was paid handsomely and
served it poorly. An amusing blabbermouth
he deployed scientific jargon, while havincj
only a limited education in mineralogy and
some pretensions to general knowledge.’?’

32 objgt précieux d'histoire naturelie, & ces concitoyens
noE ;rlzrﬂgtlgeesresgscltge, et a ses héritiers les promesses
flon acquittécs ciét L;I a‘fa1tes le Gouvgmement de I'in-
omnse a téte ossile etll\a propriété dévastée par

aux militaires de la carriere ou elle a été trouvée

5 I
24 See the contribution of Robert Scheller in the present

volume. Faujas circumven i

. i ted this problem by asserti

t1h7at it was not Godding, but Hoffmann (who %ad diednig
82) who was the legal owner.

25 R
ompen 1995 (n. 9), 55-56 gives a similar example of

\F/zajtisr’ dfishonesty{ in which Faujas claimed to be the in-
researck?ers Egabchftne tgat was in reality invented by the
obert an Charles (quoted after F. F. Mur-

gel;rjic,) r?esch/chte der Naturlehre. Erster band. Gétting:r: :
justifiedaf?'n Georg Rosenbusch, 1798: 101-104). Faujaé
imself later by stating that he did everything

to the greater ho i i
French feniic nour of the capital city (Paris) and the

26 Fauj i
ujas took his full name from the family estate at Saint-

Fond in Dauphing, see Challinor 1971 (n. 1).

27T i
_ ¢/ Translated from Thouin's memoirs: André Thouin, Voyage

da i
ns la Belgique, la Hollande et ['ftalie. Rédigé sur le

In the‘ sgme context, Thouin criticizes his co-
commissioner Charles De Wailly’s competence
as a draughtsman.?® The plates in Faujas’ book
representing the caverns in Sint Pietersberg
clearly exaggerate the height and width be-
tween the pillars in the caves, presumably be-
cause they derive from De Wailly's sketches (fig
7). Recently, a unique copy of the book turned
up on the antiquarian book market —in all prob-
ability it was Faujas’ own copy.® This copy of
the fplio edition has an extra twenty original
drawings bound in, most of them by Nicolas
Maréchal, painter for the MNHN (1753-1802).3°
The first four of them are grey wash dravvinés
with views of the interior and exterior of the
caves that are found nowhere else. Three of
them are entitled: ‘M Faujas de St Fond visitant
les carrieres de Maestrich [sic]’.?’
To retlurn to the main theme of this essay, how-
ever, it must be said that the citizens of ,l\/laas~
tncht haven't ceased to demand the return of
their famous Mosasaurus fossil to their city, to

/ourna/ autpgraphe de ce savant professeur par le Bar
Trouvé, Paris: Garnier fréres 1841, Tome |, 351-352; alon
quoted by Letouzey 1989, 439: ‘Mon troilsiéme con'; aS(i
non de voyage était un Dauphinois qu'a ses vantsrig
on pouvait prendre pour un Gascon, grand conteur, ;
resseux, pgltron, friand et n‘aimant que ses aises AD;L;
;aa\;o;r’ il JOIgI’)éI‘[ de Ial lmémoire et une certaine facilité
o els.lmamerfss. !I s'était cru chargé de représenter la
ance; il connaissait tout le monde, il donnait des audi-
fanicei, accordait sa Qrotection. A l'entendre, ¢'était [ui qui
Te“sar ] tout, ses collegues n'étaient que ses subalternes.
e Qtalt sa jactance gu’on le signalait comme un des
premiers menteurs dans une armée de soixante-dix mill
hommes d?nt partie était originaire des pays méricliEi
ggs:;; I;r;(zustaanl?e?ucogp’a la commission et la servit peu
. , il avait le jargon i -
mstrgction dans la minérakj)gi% etcljae :jréstcéirt]i)er; qulelqu’e
lnérahte’ des connaissances humaines.’ L
I passaxvt une partie de son temps & dessiner avec habi
IeteT mais sans exqctitude, les objets de la nature et deg
Zz\fé;!err:te;terserfqdantpas tels qu'ils étaient, mais tels qu'ils
uivan at’ i
e s 1>15228g4)‘c>ut (Thouin 1841 (n. 27), 350;
ch:fn/)AIHflar(_i Schierenberg, ‘Antiquariaat Junk B.V. (Amster-
dam) ngt.a/Neder/andsche Ve{eeniging van Antiquaren.
ot <o _ogue - Gezamenlijke Catalogus, Amsterdam
, 546 (price of the book: EUR 53.000,-; it h
; meanvyhﬂe been sold to an unknown buyer) . ®
3? \F/Sirts ?h:ogrkaphy of Maréchal, see Deleuze 1803 (n. 15).
repmduacz ;nt:(lj\]{lihAellard S_chierenberg for permission to
fepfoguce one o <fig‘s;la).umque drawings of Faujas’ copy

28
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Lo CInterdeas

i Plat elle ¢
o7 Arnsterdam, Artis Bibliotheek University of Amsterdam

their Natuurhistorisch l\/|useum..32 They will nolt
remain content with the replica, presumap y
made under the supervision of George; Cuvier.
Their demands will hopefully be met vvtfth sogwet
day, since Faujas’ questionable account is all bu

proven.?

32 For recent attempts by the citizens of fM&as‘Frich;irt;)O;i—
i i ticle of Marise ,
laim the fossil, see e.g. an ar ons,
’CDaLIJtch Want Back the Fossil NapoieontToqkt(ivga%,tmé
i 996. A great mis
New York Times, June 7, 1 e e
icle i i t Napoleon who too
article is the fact that it was 1o o took the
i i fied the next week wi
fossil away. This was recti ne i the
ice: * i to Paris in 1794 by Fre
otice: ‘The fossil was taken f
gccupation forces, but they were not under Napoleon's
command at the time.’ ' ‘ .
33 Meanwhile fe Grand Animal de Maegt(/cht d|dh retugg_,
but only on loan for a temporary exh|b1t|§nholnptF(e)l:)ec”ne
i | 9. See Anne Schulp,
sion of the Darwin year 200 : > ¢
Cuvier, et le Gran
i ans and John Jagt, Darwin, et !
Eir?/?r;ear?de Maestricht, Maastricht: Natyurhwtonsch Mu
seum Maastricht 2009 (exh. Natuurhistorisch Museum

Maastricht)
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¢ })(:1///7}/1;)1///41‘ (7//%/’/&{ Joulesradsie
” ' J 2{1'/'{4 /}f’(\ﬁl <
A

e Faujas, Histoire Naturelle de la Montagne Saint-Pierre de Maestrict sno! g the caverns o
istoire N relf la M /. 1 M icnt, Wi
Jas,

is not a crocodile, though both belong to the
Reptilia. In 1808, Georges Cuvier definitively in-
cluded the large animal fossil from Maastricht
in the lizard family,®> later publishing the same
paper with slight corfections in his classic work,
Recherches sur les ossemens fossiles, ot I'on
rétablit les caractéres de.plusieurs animaux dont
les révolutions du globe ont détruit fes espeéces.
Meanwhile it had become clear that most fossil
animals found in old geological layers belonged
to species that were very difficult to place in the
Linnaean system of living animals, as they had
no living relatives. The notion that these species
had become extinct, prompted Cuvier to his
theory of successive catastrophes in the history
of the earth. His research into the magnificent
saurian fossil*® from Maastricht has yielded a
new paradigm in the history of science, as he
himself pointed out:
‘Above all, the precise determination of the
famous animal from Maastricht seems to
us as important for the theory of zoological
laws, as for the history of the globe.’37
The famous fossil has perhaps even greater
value to the citizens of Maastricht in the cultur-
al-historical sense. This is evidenced by the fact
that as recently as 1960 an operetta took the
looting of the Mosasaurus as its subject, with
a libretto written in the Maastricht vernacular.®

s LI

e St. Pieter,

Mosasaurus hoffmanni is unguestionably a key
fossil in the history of palaeontology,' and of
great scientific and historical value, which must
be why the Paris Muséum did not want to rh ‘
store it to Godding’s heirs or to exchqnge the
replica in the Natuurhistoris;h Musgum inMaa
tricht for the original. Adriaan Gilles Camp
proved in 1800 that the fossil was not an anlm
similar to a whale, as his father thought, b3uAt
reptile in many ways resembl.mg the Ilzarda
the last installment of Histoire naturg//e Fe
montagne de Saint-Pierre de /\.ﬂaesmcht,]c a
jas added a much better engraving Qf the fos
head than the one given in the first mstal'lme
(cf. figs. 4 & 5). He claimed victory, referrilnga
A.G. Camper's conclusions, as he had aIWa
argued that it was a crocodile. However, a li2 !

35 G. Cuvier, ‘Sur le grand animal fossile des carrieres de
Maestricht’, in: Annales du Muséum d'Histoire naturelfe
12 (1808), 145-176, pls. 19-20. In this paper Faujas is
heavily criticized by Cuvier.
36 For the successive names and taxonomic denominations
of the famous fossil from Maastricht, see Bardet/jagt
1996 (n. 5), 581 (table 2).
37 ‘la détermination précise du fameux animal de Maes-
tricht, nous paroit surtout aussi remarquable pour Ia
théorie des lois zoologiques, que pour Ihistoire du globe’,
Geprges Cuvier, Recherches sur les ossemens fossiles,
Paris 1822 (pra ed.), Tome 2, foreword (quoted from De
; Graaf/Rompen 1995 (n. 8), 32).
38 K Matthils [= Charles Thewissen], De Mosasaur:
Mestreegrer Operétte oet de Fransen tied. Maastricht:
MAF Thewissen] 1960 (Voghelstruys-reeks, 3) — with

thanks to Pe R
34 Cf. Visser 1985 (n. 10), 131. 9gy Rompen.

Thouin and the Collections of the Stadholder
The other commissioner, André Thouin was
an honourable man who carried oyt most of
the work that the group was charged with —
and did so conscientiously. After their visit to
Maastricht, the four commissioners travelled to
Amsterdam, following in the tracks of General
Pichegru's army, which experienced no difficulty
in invading Holland thanks to the extremely
cold winter of 1794/95, when all the rivers were
frozen over, On 12 February 1795, Faujas wrote
the letter to A.G. Camper from Amsterdam that
is discussed above (see Appendix 1). It is now
clear why he wrote to Camper, 1 burn with
desire to see you’, as by then he had decided
to write a book on all the fossils found in Sint
Pietersberg. And Camper had, of course, a very
good collection in the cabinet of his late father,
among them ones bought from the daughter
of Hoffmann, after the auction of the latter’s
collection in August 1782 39

During their short stay in Amsterdam, the com-
missioners may have visited the art gallery of
the collector Jan Gildemeester Jansz. on the
Herengracht. One can gather this at any rate

from the observations of Thouin's biographer
Yvonne Letouzey, who states that Thouin is

depicted as the kneeling figure in a famous

painting by Adriaan de Lelie, now in the Rijks-

museum Amsterdam and dated 1794/95, rep-

resenting the collector Jan Gildemeester Jansz

in his art gallery (fig. 8).40

The four commissioners arrived in The Hague on

14 February 1795. On 22 February two of them

(De Wailly and Leblond) were back in Belgium,

39 Camper 1786 (n. 14), 446.

40 Letouzey 1989 (n. 1), 441: her allegation seems to be
based on the strong resemblance of this profile portrait to
a portrait of Thouin in the Encyclopédie Méthodique, cf.
herpls. 9 & 10on p. 411 & 413 with her pl. 4 onp. 111.
However, the art historian C.J. de Bruyn Kops supposes
that the kneeling figure is a self-portrait of Adriaan de
Lelie, cf. C.J. de Bruyn Kops, ‘De Amsterdamse verzame-
laar Jan Gildemeester Jansz.", in: Bulletin van het Rijksmu-
seum 13 (1965), 106. If Letouzey’s presumption is correct,
the man talking with Gilderneester in the red coat could
be Faujas, as there seems to be a strong resemblance to
& portrait of Faujas engraved by Ambroise Tardieu. De
Bruyn Kops did not offer an identification for this person.
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Fig. 8 Adriaan de Lelie, Collector Jan Gildemeester Jansz in
his art gallery 1795 Amsterdam, Rijksmuseum. Accord-
ing to Thouin’s biographer Yvonne Letouzey, the kneel-
ing figure represents André Thouin

leaving Thouin and Faujas in The Hague to draw
up an inventory of the collection of the Stad-
holder' As the war by the French in the former
Republic of the Seven Provinces had been di-
rected against the Stadholder alone, it was de-
cided after careful discussion that the French
Republic would only confiscate his collections.”?
This is confirmed by a decree of Charles-Jean-
Marie Alquier (1752-1826), Représentant du
Peuple prés '’Armee du Nord, dated ‘La Haye,
le 21 Ventose I'an troisieme de la République
Francaise' =11 March 1795]; (see Appendix
3). From article 5 in this decree it appears that
Arnout Vosmaer, director of the Stadholder's
cabinet, was treated with respect. He was even
allowed to select several pieces from Prince Wil-
liam's cabinet for his own use {(he took three
days making his choice).® These pieces prob-
ably came from the famous cabinet of Albertus
Seba, which later turned up at the auctions of
the important cabinet of Theodoor Gerard van
Lidt de Jeude (1788-1 863).%

41 Boyer 1971a (n. 3), 391.

42 This was legitimate according to contemporary law of
war (cf. the contribution of Scheller in this volume).

43 See Teunis Willem van Heiningen, ‘Le vol et la restitution
des obijets d'histoire naturelle du Stathouder Guillaume
V ou les péripéties des collections du Stathouder Guil-
laume V entre 1795 et 1815, in: Archives Internationales
d’Histoire des Sciences 256 (2006), 35.

44 For the fate of this ‘hidden’ part of the Stadholder’s col-
lection, see e.g. M. Boeseman, ‘The vicissitudes and dis-
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From 11 March onwards then, Thouin and Fau-

jas were occupied with inventorying and pack-
ing the Stadholder’s collections, including his
art collection and library.*® Apparently Thouin
did most of the work®; they used the manu-
script inventory drawn up by Vosmaer and the
two were in contact with Professor Sebald Justi-
nus Brugmans (1763-1819), whom they would
meet again at the Muséum in Paris in 1815,
when Brugmans reclaimed the collection.”

persal of Albertus Seba’s zoological specimens’, in: Zotlo-
gische Mededelingen uitgegeven door het Rijksmuseum
van Natuurlijke Historie te Leiden 44 (1970), 186; Flor-
ence FJ.M. Pieters, ‘Notes on the menagerie and zoologi-
cal cabinet of Stadholder William vV of Holland, directed
by Aernout Vosmaer, in: Journal of the Society for the
Bibliography of Natural History 9 (1980), 541; Florence
Pieters, 'Het schatrijke naturalienkabinet van Stadhouder
Willem V onder directoraat van topverzamelaar Arnout
Vosmaer', in: B.C. Sliggers and M.H. Besselink (eds.), Het
verdwenen museum - Natuurhistorische verzamelingen
1750-1850, Haarlem: Teylers Museum/Blaricum:  V+K
Publishing 2002, 38-39.

45 Cf. Boyer 1971a (n. 3), 396-399.

46 See Letouzey 1998 (n. 1), 442 “En fait, le seul capable de
mener & bien cette tache avec compétence et célérité est
Thouin; toutefois, ce n’est pas sans amertume et irritation
qu'il se voit abandonné de tous, y compris de Faujas. Ce
dernier, versatile et insouciant, fait la mouche du coche
durant les premiers jours, puis part s’adonner a des activi-
tés moins fastidieuses.”

47 Cf. Boyer 1971a (n. 3), 397 and Letouzey 1989 {n. b
446-447, quoting from a letter by Thouin to the Mu:
séum, dated 9 May 1795: ‘Le 21 ventdse nous Nous 50
mes occupés de I'exécution. Mon collzgue (Faujas) piit
pour sa part toute la partie des animaux quadrupédes
des reptiles, et des minéraux. I me tomba en partage
le régne végétal, les insectes, les oiseaux et le reste des
objets contenus dans le Cabinet. Mon collegue s'occupa
les matinées des quatre ou cing premiers jours avec M
Brugmans professeur de botanique, mon correspondan
a Leyde de sa partie, mais distrait par des occupations €
des voyages a Amsterdam, il s'est reporté sur moi de oy
e travail relatif & cette partie de notre mission. (...) j'ai fal
emballer sous mes yeux les objets choisis. (...) En atten
dant je vous dirai que depuis longtemps il n'est parven!
en France un envoi aussi considérable et plus fructuey
(...)y. For a complete overview of the fate of the natu
history cabinet and menagerie of Stadholder William \
including the two Ceylonese elephants, | can referto L
Joo du Prince, commennorating the bicentenary of {0
abduction of Prince William's natural history collecti
in 1795 B.C. Sliggers and AA. Wertheim (eds.); £
vorstelijke dierentuin — de menagerie van Willem Vi

tions in Paris

?rad increased with 174 additional specimens
biogn the Stgdholder’s collection, while for the
rds these figures amounted to 463 and 390.4

S .
taatsdrukkerij 1967, 39-40; Jan van Campen, De Haagse

: jurist Jean The
700 du prince — La ménagerie du stathouder Guillaun fing Chinese vooo(fxsrRoyer ‘(7 e e
1 pen, Hilversum: Verloren 2000, 202-

v, Zutphen: Walburg Pers 1994 (exh. Haarlem, Teye 223 and Pi

Museum/Paris, Institut Néerlandais). See also Th. H: 48 [Etienne] G'S'éef;:ozogg (n. 44) 39,"40-

singh Scheurleer, ‘De tadhouderlijke verzamelingen ollections des m);mémft:H”a're: Sur I'accroissement des
150 jaar Koninkljjk Kabinet van Schilderijen — Konin! d'Histoire naturelle’, i freres et des oiseaux du Muséum
Bibliotheek — Koninklijk Penningkabinet, s-Gravenhat 87:88. . int Annales du Muséum 13 (1809),

The Stadholder’s Natural History Coliec-

Soon after their arrival in Paris, the natural his-
tory collections of Prince William V were in-
corporated in the collections of the Muséum
In an article on the growth of the collections.
of mammals and birds in the MNHN, Profes-
sor of Zoology Etienne Geoffroy Sair’ﬁ—Hilaire
i;772—1844) summed up the extent to which
e lcoHchon had expanded as a result of the
mission to Holland of Thouin and Faujas. While
n 1793 there were only 78 mammal spe‘cimens
present in the collection, by 1809 this number

Flg 9 Petrus Camper The ele / ! e Stadholder m |

- ) ' ,oha s of th il K I n 7/ Amst Art t |

Utiversi y holl William V's enager/e, drawi g, 1786 sterda is Bibliotheek
3 ’ Lell} ee

Indeed, Faujas was right in stating in a letter to
a colleague, dated 14 March 1795 that, ‘The
Stadlholder only had the time to remO\;e the
precious stones and some rich samples of gold
nuggets; but what is left is admirable and it will
make the natural history museum of Paris the
|r|ches‘[ in Europe’.* This blatantly triumphant
Ae;tsern(;ﬁXFiJjas is reproduced in its entirety in
As late as 1798 the Stadholder’s two young
Ceylonese elephants ‘Hans’ and ‘Parkie’ made
qu!te an impact in Paris as walking war tro-
phlgs.SO Their arrival had been anticipated much
earlier, as we can read in André Thouin’s letters

49 granﬁlated from Letouzey 1989 (n. 1), 443-445: ‘le
iztoouder na eu que le temps d'enlever les pi.erres
précieuses et qguelques riches échantillons de mines dor;
m;g qui tresnls est admirable et va rendre le I\/Iuséum'
ire natureile de Paris le plus riche de I’
n : e I'Europe’.
50 gerg;naanrlt;c;wzed;tory with beautiful engravings of?he two
as been published by J.PL.L. Hou istoi
1 PLL el, Hist
Qatgre(/e des deux éléphans, male et femelle, du /\/Iuiéijl:s
ﬁ a{/s, venus de Hollande en France en I'an VI, Paris:
E ez 'auteur, Pougens, Treuttel et Wurtz, Mme H,uzard.
amy & Les Marchands de Nouveautés 1803 ’
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1o the Muséum from The Hague, of 9 May and
16 June 1795, summarizing his activities in the
removal of the Stadholder’s collections of natu-
ralia and artificialia, respectively.”’
However, in the end Napoleon lost the war
and his enemies moved swiftly to Paris in or-
der, amongst other things, 10 reclaim the spoils
of war, In 1814 the Muséum was safeguarded
from being plundered by the Prussian army (as
had happened at the Louvre) by a diplomatic
intervention of Alexander von Humboldt. In the
same year, the emperors of Austria and Russia,
and the king of Prussia came 10 admire the rich-
es housed in the Muséum and to make note of
its organisation in order to found similar institu-
tions in their homelands.*
The story goes that at that time, King William |
(1772-1843, son of Stadholder William V), also
paid a visit to the Muséum and its menagerie.
As a young boy, he had grown up with the two
young elephants, which had arrived as four-year-
olds in the Dutch Republic in 1786 as a gift to
his father from the East India Company {fig. 9)>.
On his arrival at the elephants’ quarters in Paris,
he was cheerfully saluted by Parkie, who showed
that she had recognized her former playmate by
swinging her trunk back and forth!®*

My research was greatly facilitated by the avail-
ability of Peggy Rompen's master thesis (Univ.
Maastricht, 1998) that broke new ground on
the history of the type specimen of Mosasaurus

hoffmanni.

51 These letters are quoted by Letouzey 1989 (n. 1), 445-
446 and 447448, respectively.

52 Cf. [Joseph Philippe Francois] Deleuze, Histoire et descrip-
tion du Muséum Royal d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris: chez
M.A. Royer 1823, 123-124.

53 For the provenance of the drawing of the elephants by P.
Camper reproduced in fig. 9, see A.C. van Bruggen and
Florence F.J.M. Pieters, ‘Notes on & drawing of Indian el-
ephants in red crayon by Petrus Camper (1786) in the
archives of the Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie’, in:
Zoologische mededelingen uitgegeven door het Rijks-
museum van Natuurlijke Historie te Leiden 63 (1990),
255-266.

54 A.J. van Weel, 'Hans en parkie gaan op rels’, in: Gelre -
Bijdragen en Mededelingen 68 (1975), 169-172.

68

Appendix 1
Letter of Barthélémy Faujas de Saint-Fond (1741-1819) to

Adriaan Gilles Camper (1754-1820) Amsterdam, 12 Febru-
ary 1795, Amsterdam, UBA: HSS-mag: X 59 a
Barthélémy Faujas de Saint-Fond a Adriaan Gilles Camper
a amsterdam le 24. pluviose 3. de la republique francaise
Vous douteriés vous, qu’une personne qui vous aime qui vous
estime, et qui se trouvoit privée depuis plusieurs années du
plaisir de s'informer de vos nouvelles, et de s’entretenir avec
vous par lettre, ['se trouve’ crossed out] soit dans ce moment
3 une petite distance de vous, et bien empressé de vous voir,
vous et votre beau cabinet.
Comme je viens de parcourir les bords du rhin du coté de
Bonn, d’andernach &c: pour etudier les volcans eteints de
cette Contrée, J'ai vu quelgun qui ma parlé de vous, et quima
dit que vous aviés fait la méme tournée: Vouvrage de Nose
dans lequel J'ai lu avec plaisir I'extrait d’unes de vos lettres
ma annoncé que vous aviez beaucoup mieux vu que lui, et
gue vous n'attribuies pas a l'eau, ce qui est incontestable-
ment Iouvrage du feu. jai fait dessiner les antiques restes de
volcans, qui m'ont offert quelques objets tres remarquables.
je me suis ensuite rabattu sur mastricht, ou jai resté 22 jours
pour observer a fond la montagne de Saint pierre; i’y ai fait
dessiner les Belles petrifications animales quon y a trouve, et
qui
[verso:]
sont dans ce moment au Pouvoir de la republigue francaise,
que j'ai engagé a en faire I'acquisition, sans en excepter, la
superbe téte de Crocodile, si toutefois c’en est une, elle esten
route pour le museum national de Paris, ainsi que le cabinet
de Roux que votre Célébre pere vouloit achetter autrefois,
nous avons aussi une portion de celui d'Hoffman.
Vous voyés par la que le flambeau a demi eteint des Sciences;
va se ranimer, et que la Convention nationale oprimée elle
méme dans un tems, par une horde de tigres est sortie vic:
torieuse de cette luite, mais malheureusement beaucoup
d'hommes d'un rare merite, ont 616 les victimes des scelerats,
['tel que’ striked out] Lavoisier, Condorcet, Bailli, & &¢: &
onft] été imolés par ces horribles monstres, qui alloient nous
jetter dans une Barbarie absolue.
enfin nous respirons, I'ordre renait, on punit les cupables. Des
lors la republique francaise est imperissable, et les Sciences
renaitront.
je compte rester environ un mois en hollande, la Comité de
Salut public de la Convention nationale, ma charge avec
Thoin [sic] du jardin et du muséum national d’histoire 1
turelle, de voyager, aupres des armées du nord, et de Sombre
et meuse pour y recueillir les monumens des Sciences et des
arts, les faire conserver, recueillir tout ce qui peut tendre
lright pagel
a l'avancement des arts et des sciences, ainsi gu’a 'instructi
publique. nous avons d'excellens dessinateurs qui N2

acompagnent et nous vous faisons voir un beau porteféed

de dessins; il y a cing mols que je voyage. demain nous par
o douzaine de jours; etje

tons pour la haije, ou je resterai un

vous ecris cette lettre pour savoir si vous etes en frise:
comme les routes sont impracticables par ferre a cause
dégel, et que jai beaucoup d'occupations a la haije, jai vo
m-assurer si vous etiez chéz vous, et si par hazard vos
faires ne vous apelleroient pas a amsterdam ou a la ha
enfin d'aprés votre reponse, je me determinerais a prendr
parti qui me rapprochera le plus promptement de vous,
je Brulle de vous VOoIr.

voici de qgellg maniere vous pouvéz m‘ecrire: au Citoyen F
jas C_omm‘lssarre du Comité de Salut public, pour !’instrSct(iaour;
plubhgue ala }jaye. avec une enveloppe par dessu [destin?]
f‘adresgle dqu|t<‘) en Frécine representant du peuple fr. s
a la haije ad{eu je vous renouvelle les assurances de s phs
tendres sentimens, et suis pour la vie tout & vous Faumj:sS Ples

Appendix 2

g?ﬁy'ﬁf an undated letter from the widow Godding to De

pros&:bﬁr\z/&vrﬁ‘[c;velrn?;ff)the Province Limbourg (original
nin 5). The Hague, NA, 2.05.49 i

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs after 1813), no. 1965 gICQIr\T/]e

ing the restituti ; .
dile. ion of the precious head of the petrified croco-

Copie
La veuve Goddin ietai
g proprietair a &

e prop e demeurant & Canne prés de
a
Son Excellence Monsi i

. ieur De Bro
b e Lo uihere Gouverneur de la
Monsieur le Gouverneur,

En Jui j'ai
Mmiz{frleetditlﬁ)ncttst‘)re 1814, j'ai adressé a Son. Excellence le
lnistre ce restltngur dfe la Fr_ance une reclamation a I'effet
fomenla de’ :(glr(zg dS;Jrr:SobJet precieux enlevé par un abus
droit: en conséquencé je prgr?desﬂl}asqru S ectiouss N T e
m’adresser a Vous pour implorer vot espedu.euse Ijberté’ i
droit, afin que je recupere ce qui ’re ot o o ¢ o
des mains de son legitime poss?esser:fu\;on SR
des 1 . . lant Vous mett
a méme de soutenir d’'une maniére efﬂcgu j foste]
reclamation; je vais avoir I'honneur de S dorror o [JusTe_]
Euc1c;1ct des faits, qui ont accompagnésvig‘f Sﬁgc:r;igtdefaﬂ
trnéeS 94,dlors d/e I'entrée des troupes francaises dans ces con-
un depute de la Convention en mission prés des armées

dans ce pays s’
s‘empara de la machoi ' ) .
se trouvait choire d'un crocodile qui

[Verso:]
?sutrnc;g\r/)agnactlj n;ilieGu g(’june pierre de sable, appartenante &
e de Godding Doijen de la Cath j
Servaes a Maestricht: | i et
©Instruit que cette petreficat istai
dame ' mropritte v q petrefication existait
privée Mr Frécine usa du stratage i
pour le le procurer. Il fit dem e n Dosjen
| > le . ander une entrev ij
il ne dissimula pas qu’ i ool 1 e
qu'elle avait pour obj inci i
de voir le Crocodile, dont i oy st
& e , dont il avait entendu parler; i
n‘arrivait pas d'etranger a Maestri epons | ylbs
rrivai richt qui n'éprouva la mé
curiosité, et qui ne chercha les moij Staie: une
curiosite, moijens de la satisfaire;
invitation de tel despot etant vt pour
de une ordre sévere sur t
un ecclesiastique, feu mon O ' ij et attomie
_ § ncle n'osa s'ij ref i
de jour a autre son arrivé i Lt v
_ rrivée, mais peu apreés il [ui fi i i
o ! is p i fit savoir, qu'il
mg:}tq;eig:ﬂl; cakLeE!g{ pazj une indisposition, et il prescrivi(t:l en
, oijen de lui envoijer la petreficati
qu'il peut a son aise le livrer P beniot S i
, _ a son examen.: bientot six Mili
taires arrivent pour I'exéc fle fu e
uter. Le crocodile fut d
pure [?] force du domicile d ietai s sur e
! U proprietaire, mis sur une vor
envoyée par le Sn Frecine et il i : oo
[ partit sans escorte. Le
pour pallier cette spoliation d’ ié oo
oL . une propriété particulie
dividuelle fit mettre 3 j'ai oui di Fne dos facades
a ce que j'ai oui dire; s
de la caisse: Offert a o e s
: u Gouvernem i
octe o O t Francois par le Doyen De
De i icht;
b tgzeéivgng Cde Maestricht; de sorte que cet objet curieux
e moment & Paris placé dans | i ‘Hi
Nat: du Jardin du Roi. Monsi e
- Monsieur Le Gouverneu j
: _ r, tous les Habi-
ants de Maestricht peuvent attester la vérité des faits, que

Jdeejlxegsarg;aslf?é%er;l en[outre j'al encore en ma possession
atterales [sic] de ce crocodil i i
e o . crocodile, qui reunies avec
ceau qui est a Paris, complett i
essante petrification: Cej , hsieur De Godding
ssante p : Cependant feu Monsieur D i
n‘a jamais osé se plaindre de I S prooien
enlevement de ieté
v . : : sa proprieté
es rare et precieuse. /: des connaisseurs I'ayant eztmﬁée a

5 ) A
0,000/ auprés du Gouvernement arbitraire et usurpateur,
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dont la France vient de secouer le joug; mais aujourd’hui que
des Souverains legitimes donnent Fexemple du respect di
aux propriétés la Soussignée comme unique héritiere de feu
le Doijen de Godding a se reclamer avec confiance un obijet,
dont son predecesseur n'a até depouilié que par la force et la
violence contre toute Justice, en consequence je vous supplie
Monsieur le Gouverneur comme intercesseur de nos adminis-
trés aupres de Sa Majesté notre Roi, de faire valuer ma juste
reclamation, qui presentée et appuiée par vous aupres d'un
Souverain Juste, sera sans doute accueillie avec bienveiliance.
aussi ne serait il pas plus equitable, que cet objet fut ote a son
pOossesseur illegal et rendu
(Verso [p. 4):
rendu au legitime proprietaire
d’une maniere legitime et ['ren
conforme aux sentiments, qui
Dans quelle attente etc.

Signé La Veuve de Godding

pour en étre par celui disposé
du au legitime et’ crossed out]
J'ont constamment guide.

70

Appendix 3
Decree of Charles-Jean-Marie  Alquier (1752-1826),

Représentant du Peuple prés I'Armée du Nord, The Hague,
le 21 Ventose I'An Il [= 11 March 1795], Paris, Fondation
Custodia, inv.no. 1983-A38.

A La Haije, le 21 Ventose I'an troisieme de la

République Francaise, une & indivisible. {11 mars 1795]

AL QUIER, Représentant du Peuple

pres I'Armee du Nord

Considerant que tout ce qui appartient au cidevant Stad-

houder dans les Sept provinces Unies et dans Le paijs de la
generalité est acquis par la force des armes a la republique
francoise, que parmi les proprietés du prince d'Orange et de
Nassau il existe plusieurs objets interessantes et precieux soit
d'histoire naturelle soit des arts et qui peuvent servir a com-
pletter les collections que La Republique possede a Paris et
dans plusieurs autres Departermens et qu'il est digne d'une
grande Nation d'éterniser par les Sciences et par les arts, la

Gloire et le courage de ses armées, Arréte:

Article 1

Les collection
de sculptures, d'antiq
toutes les productions
Catalogues relatifs a ces
Stadhouder dans les Sept
de la géneralité sont confisqu
francoise.

s d'histoire naturelle, de livres, de tableaux,
ues, de modeles et géneralement de
des Sciences et des arts ainsi que les
objets qui appartenoient au i
Provinces Unies et dans le paijs
és au profits de la republique

Art. 2.
Tous les objets cidessus dessignés seront transpor

delai en france.

tés sans,

Art. 3.

Les citoijens Thouin et Faujas (St. Fond) Professeurs et ad-
ministrateurs du Museum d'histoire naturelle de paris sont
chargés de faire executer et de surveiller I'envoy de tous les
objets, qui leur paroitront dignes dietre ajoutés aux differ:

entes collections que possede La republigue.

Art. 4.

Les citoyens
gnemens les plus €
des savans et des ar
qui appartenoient au cide
peuple se conformant aux pri
ale s'empresse de leur offrir au
encouragemens et les secours

Thouin et Faujas (St. Fond) prendront les rensel:
xactes, sur I'etat et la fortune particuliere
tistes charges dé la garde des collections
Jt Stadhouder afin que le repres’ du_
ncipes de la convention nation:
nom de la nation frangoise ie:
dont ils peuvent avoir besoin.

Art. 5.

Ils [les citoyens Thouin
d'offrir au celebre Vos
turelle quelques piéces, dont i
savant ne soit pas entieremen
monumens d’une science aux progreés d
rieusement contribué par ses Jongs travaux.

et Faujas] sont specialement chargé
maer Garde du cabinet d'histoire na
| pourra faire choix afin que ¢
t separé dans sa viellesse de
e laquelle il a siglo

Art. 6.

Les citoyen
dans le Jour le sabre de combat d
baton de command du G? Tromp et un canon enrichi dontd
roi des Indes avoit precedemment fait hommages aux Etd
Generaux et dont le Stadhouder s’etoit emparé afin que‘[
monumens de la valeur, de la gloire et de la puissance
peuple batave puissent atre offerts a ses representants P
le représentant du peuple frangois et au nom de sa na

s Thouin et Faujas (St. Fond) se feront reniétt!
u celebre amiral Ruijter,

18 chambr

Appendix 4
Letter of Barthélémy Fauj i
, jas de Saint-Fond (1741-1819

one Qf his colleagues at the Muséum (probably the bota?}itsi
Antoine Laurent de Jussieu (1748-1836)), 24 Ventose I'/An lil
Eg 14 l\ga]{ch 1795], Paris, AN, A) 15/836

voted from the original manuscript; i

‘ , pt; also publ i
slight differences, by Letouzey 1989 (n. 1), 44%—4;5%@’ i

3 la haye 24. ventose 3. d i
) . de la republique francai
Cher colléegue et ami, q o
je proffite a a ! i
je p | ite & _Ia ha\te, d_un courier que les représentants du
peuple envoient & Paris; pour vous annoncer qu'enfin le
Cabme{t ,d hlsft0|re naturelle du statouder, vient d‘étre déclaré
propriété nationale et que des demai
propriété natio s demains nous nous occupons
a fare | collement des objets d'aprés I'inventaire fait par
e directeur de/ ce Cabinet Vosmaer; que le squelette de la
giraffe, préparé par Camper, de la plus belle conservation et
haubt ﬁle quinze pieds, sera démonté des demain pour étre
em da etavec le _plu\s grand soin; un hypopotame qui a toutes
Sisu |en S, etdqul pesle au moins six cents livres, prendra dans
g ;”;?,rortwjte .u muséum de paris et figurera a merveille 3 coté
et éléphant; nous lui donnerons pour cortége, un joli orang-
gu an egwpanle, plus son squelette, plus un superbe squelette
egran ‘olrang—outang qui ne ressemble nullement a I'autre
gng vmgtaipe ,dle quadrupedes de la mer du Sud, de Botanyl
al, et de | intérieur de I'affrique gui nous manquent absolu-
gqueeng ettq}JJ sont merveilleusement préparés; je ne parle ici
es trés rares, carilyen au I
, ¢ i n bien pius
d'autres frés beaux. plus orand nombre
tLizSni;ZeaUX slont remarquables tant par leur belle conserva
e par leur raretés, ily a un d i .
, es plus beaux o
Junon connus, méle i oy
A et femele, il n'en exi i
‘ : ¥ xiste que quatre indi-
\[\dus“danvs les beaux gablnets d’Amsterdam et de Rotterdam
|a collection des ‘paplllons, est au moins égale a celle de \/aii;
ant, et celle des insectes est étonnante.
dQuahtl al’JX repm?s, aux poissons et aux vers, dans V'esprit-
CEOZ‘Q; ri est la ol I'on trouvera une abondante moisson de
euves, et tous, je la repett !

: . . e i
el pette, est d’une conservation
I’ i
! ?ee;zsetivpasse plﬁs belle collection de coquilles que celle-ci

ption de celle de Lyonnet i aui

_ que nous avons visité i

est unique, aussi les hériti o
X S éritiers ne veulent pas | 3 i

. i les aven
?e cinguante mille livres. i dreamors
es minéraux ne sont pa i

nin s aussi nombreux, mais ils
fngeneral du plus beau choix. ’ ontiows
e 5t !
preti:lic;ssdg [S|c]|n aeu gue le tems d'enlever que les pierres

quelques riches échantillo i
! ns de mine d'or;
Ce gui reste, est admir storre
, able, et va rendre | G istoi
. ¥ e muséum d’
giatvurellg d_e Paris, le plus riche de I'europe htore
ous 2 :
. ménaJOIQ'ne(Zj a cela que nous avons espoir de trouver &
e d'f%jenjn ;l L_c;], cameagne du Stadhoudre fsic], a 16
etquelquelsa ' ephant mqie et femelle en vie, un casoard,
e Scieng res quadrupédes et oiseaux, vous conviendrés
es gagneront de ['notre’ stri
G noe e . notre’ striked out] {"entrée
rmées com i
oot oo \palnns dans la hollande, et le fruit de nos
ey joute & I'honneur de nos victoires; it y a égale-
ivres, quelques machines de physi
oo, o o due ysique gue nous en-
fous aieny physique est une branche d’histoire naturelle;
El § nous occupper, des moyens, de faire emball :
S les objets prétieux, d’en l cent
SUbporter b oo , voyer par terre ceux qui puissent
et diicats: o il“ eg par eau et lméme par mer, les fragiles
COncertam' o ac erqns de faire pour le mieux, en nous
Sommes loger S es représentants du peuple, chez qui nous
: ,j'ai mé ! ! ¢ i
> oujune demgi honnegr d'occupper, moy indigne,
A es jeunes princesses habitoit, et comme

225&?0& Jo(ge, que je couche dans son lit, mon austére vertu
o r;e a de g(andes épreuves; mais ma beatitude est com:
J e celle d_es Saints, toute en contemplation.
aem\;(;ucérms vous parler des botanistes gue nous avons vu, a
vousedr am, & Igyde, a harlem, &c. mais je suis trop preséé
pous ¢ evés avoir recu notre dernier envoy de mastricht et/’é
fais de Cscxj::: goulr que la belle téte du crocodille soit arrivée
. Car le morceau est unique [my italics]; j’ai
d : my italics]; j’al resté
prés de trois semaines a M i : Tes
aestricht, pour étudier 3
! . , a fond les
Stog;sn'tes Iproductlons de la montagne de St pierre, que j'ai
s le plus grand détail, j‘en ai fai i I
, ai fait dessiner les plus
)/’ues elt les objets les plus importants. plos ele
C;?Sr;);s dels\lre si cela eut été possible, qu’on n'eut ouvert les
gu’a notre arrivée, par ce
ivée, gue nous savons par nos
?o‘tes ce quelles contiennent et la maniere dont il faut les
”ralter, mais au reste on fera par le mieux.
fei/nieuge ca[r)gse couverte de toile cirée marquée B.F qui ren
es objets, a moy, ’est-a-di ¢ .
fer , , -dire du sucre et du caffé
j'ai achetté pour ma provisi &j ot de
sion et mes déjeu
oy o provision ¢ jeuners, elle est de
gne, je désirerais qu‘on la pl i
: | aca, sionnel'
E] i . ;
Earsrrfmise chés moy, dans un endroit qui ne fut pas humide
| on pauvre sucre fondroit, et le caffé et le sucre sont Ia’
sDe\u e gourmandise que je me permesse.
Caerscqlgsetle Capmetjera emballé, nous partirons tout de suite
un véritable exil que d'étre si éloi I
e si long-tems éloigné d
ses confreres et de ses ami i i o mes
amis, veuillez bien le é
; s € / 4 ur présenter mes
F;rtz;agrisc;ya;nm qug cotleux du cit. Thoin [sic] qui se porte bien
e plaisir de vouloir metr 3 .
: e cette lettre a la
c'est e - poste,
. pour mon frere‘a qui je n‘ai pas écrit depuis longtems
et qui doit étre en peine de moy. '
je vous salue et je vous aime
[Faujas]
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Appendix 5

Rijksarchief in Limburg, Archieven van het Provinciaal Bestuur
van Limburg, Toegang 04.01, bestanddeel no. 753 (Agenda’s
1e 1/2 Jaar 1816)

van den 17 Juny 1816

43381 S. | Wegvoering/Van Kunst stukken/na Parijs

De Wede. Godding, te Canne verzoekt aan den Minister
van Binnenlandsche zaken te solliciteren om aantrans [aan-
stonds?] de teruggave der ontnomen gepetrificeerde en na
Parijs versonde Crocodille te doen obtineeren

Rijksarchief Limburg
04.01
PROVINCIAAL
BESTUUR

INV. NR. 872
Verbaal Gouverneur
1815

Nov. 7 Nov. 24

)

Nuameroivan het/Repert.: 257

Numero/van de/Desp.: 5

Terugeisching van eene Kinnebak eener Crocodil:

No 5
No178 N. 1 Maestricht den 17 9ber 1815

Aan Ziine Excellentie

den heere minister

van Binnenlandsche

Zaken.

Der B

(259

ik heb diEer hier nevens aan Uwe Excellentie toe te zenden
cene reclame aen mij door zekere weduwe Godding
woonachtig te Canne ingediend, waarbij dezelve de ver-
steende Kinnebak van eene Crocodile aan haaren com toe-
behoord hebbende, en welke indertijd door een fransche
Commissaris, genaamd Frecine, weggenomen, en naar Parijs
vervoerd is geworden, terug vraagt.

De bijzonderheden en omstandigheden, in haar Rekwest
vermeld, zullen ongetwijffeld owe txcelientie in staat stellen,
het door haar gereclameerd Voorwerp, geschat ter som van
50,000, als haaren eigendom zijnde, ter haarer voordeel, van
het Fransch Gouvernement, terug te eischen, terwijl, over-
eenkomstig de bedoelingen der geallieerde mogentheden,
ieder particulier of gemeente, aanspraak heeft tot het ferug
bekomen van zoodanige voorwerpen, welke door de tijds
omstandigheden hun met allen dwang, ontnomen Zzijn ge-
worden.

De Gouverneur der Provincie Limburg
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