CHAPTER 2

QUEBEC
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BEFORE CLARKE STEAMSHIP

While erecting and operating a mill in an isolated region of Quebec was
a far cry from publishing in the cities of Toronto, Chicago, New York and
London, the younger brothers became experienced businessmen, always
ready to contemplate a money-making opportunity.

They and their father knew from the start that if the pulp mill was to
flourish, it was essential to have reliable shipping service to bring in the
people and supplies to build Clarke City and then to ensure its continuing
existence. But some years were to pass before they would form their own
steamship company. The thought - and the expense - of assembling a fleet
of ships was a daunting one.

Navigation on the St Lawrence presented endless difficulties. For
several months each year, ice prevented access to the ports. The lighthouses
and buoys on the St Lawrence were less extensive than conditions
warranted. Channels and shoals were not always clearly marked. Although
the first steamship had sailed the St Lawrence as long ago as 1809, the
North Shore had been poorly served, partly because of its remote location
and small population, partly because of natural hazards.

Although this is really the story of the Clarke Steamship Co, the routes



that the Clarke ships served had much history. Not only that, but some of its
predecessors had also operated in southern waters, where Clarke would be
active as well. The trials and risks of ice navigation in northern waters in the
winter time meant that many northern ships engaged in southern
employment when they could.

Timber and Sail

Throughout the 19t Century and even before, the Port of Quebec had
been well known for its huge volumes of timber shipments and also for its
wooden shipbuilding industry, having produced some very large
square-rigged ships for the British and Canadian merchant fleets.

That is a story of its own, however, and is recounted in several good
books on the subject, not least Frederick William Wallace's famous "Wooden
Ships and Iron Men." Suffice it here to quote from Wallace's work that
"from 1797 to 1896, there were 2,542 ships built at Quebec, with an
aggregate tonnage of 1,377,099 tons."

Molsons "Accommodation" of 1809

The first steamship to operate on the St Lawrence River was John
Molson's wooden paddle steamer Accommodation, built in Montreal in 1809.
At 85 feet in length and with a beam of 16 feet, she was placed into service
between Montreal and Quebec and arrived at the latter port for the first time
on November 4, 1809. Her arrival was reported in the "Quebec Mercury" on
November 6, 1809: -

On Saturday morning, at eight o'clock, arrived here from Montreal,
being her first trip, the steam boat Accommodation, with ten
passengers. This is the first vessel of the kind that has ever appeared
in this harbour. She is continually crowded with visitants. She left
Montreal on Wednesday at two o'clock, so that her passage was
sixty-six hours; thirty of which she was at anchor. She arrived at
Three Rivers in twenty-four hours. She has at present berths for
twenty passengers; which next year will be considerably augmented -
no wind or tide can stop her. She has seventy-five feet keel and
eighty-five feet on deck. The price for a passage up is nine dollars and
eight down, the vessel supplying provisions.

It was also in 1809 that the citizens of Montreal raised Nelson's
Column in Place Jacques Cartier, in memory of the British admiral who had
lost his life while defeating the combined French and Spanish fleets at the
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. Nelson had visited Quebec in HMS Albermarle in
1782. It would be 1842 before Londoners erected their own more famous
column in Trafalgar Square.



The Accommodation was quickly followed by more steamships and a
regular Molson Line of steamers developed, resulting in April 1822 in the
formation of the St Lawrence Steamboat Company, with offices in Montreal
and Quebec, in which the Molson family held 59 per cent of the shares.

Competition arose in 1816 when John Torrance & Company of
Montreal formed another line, adding more vessels to the route. Torrance
opened the Montreal Towboat Company in 1824. As the years passed, each
company introduced bigger and more luxurious vessels to carry inter-city
passengers, immigrants from Quebec bound for Upper Canada, now Ontario,
and cargo and mails. They also built towboats to bring sailing ships up to
Montreal from Quebec and to transport barges between the two cities. Other
operators such as the Tate Brothers, John Munn and John Wilson also
participated in this business, sometimes winning mail contracts despite the
presence of the Molsons and the Torrances.

The St Lawrence Steamboat Co remained in the Montreal-Quebec
trade until about 1855, when Transatlantic liners began to sail beyond
Quebec and up to Montreal. In the process, the Molsons owned about thirty
steamers and barges, but later nautical interests were restricted to the
yachts they used to take them down to their summer homes at Cacouna,
Riviere-du-Loup and Tadoussac. Other interests included Molson's Brewery,
which is still active; the Champlain & St Lawrence Railway, opened in 1836
and later part of the Grand Trunk Railway; and Molson's Bank, opened in
1837 and later part of the Bank of Montreal.

In 1833, the Torrance family came to an accommodation with the
Molsons that saw their own plus jointly-owned vessels co-operating to offer
daily service between Montreal and Quebec. David Torrance succeeded his
uncle in 1853. The Torrances also opened a shipping agency. In 1872, David
Torrance & Co became general agent for the Dominion Line, representing its
service between Montreal, Quebec and Liverpool, and the following year
David Torrance himself became president of the Bank of Montreal, a position
that John Molson had held for four years from 1826 before creating Molson's
Bank.

Although the route between Montreal and Quebec saw the origins of
steam navigation not only on the St Lawrence but in Canada, we will avoid
discussing the ships and rivalries of this trade and instead concentrate on the
long-distance operators, those that steamed below Quebec out into the Gulf
of St Lawrence and coastal waters.

The "Royal William" of 1831

On April 27, 1831, the steamship Royal William was launched at
Quebec for the Quebec & Halifax Steam Navigation Company. Measuring 176



feet by 28 feet, she had a gross tonnage of 830, could carry 50 first-class
and 60 steerage passengers and had cost £16,000 to build. She was built for
a three-year £6,000 mail contract that called for a steamship connection
between Quebec and the Lower Provinces. Her engine was installed by the St
Mary's Foundry in Montreal, once owned by John Molson but now by the
engineering firm of Bennett & Henderson.

The Royal William left Quebec on her maiden voyage on August 24,
1831, bound for Miramichi, Charlottetown and Halifax, with 20 cabin
passengers, 70 steerage and 200 tons of cargo, and a week later became the
first steamship to call at Halifax. By September 3, she was in Pictou on her
return voyage of this, the first of three round trips she made between
Quebec and Halifax that year. Several accounts, some of them inaccurate,
have been published on the construction and engineering aspects of this
ship, but a report in Charlottetown's "Royal Gazette" on September 13, 1831,
took more the viewpoint of a potential passenger: -

On Wednesday, this elegant and substantial vessel touched here on
her way from Halifax to Quebec via Miramichi. Her arrival was greeted
with firing of cannons, and the cheers of the numerous spectators...
She had hardly dropped her anchor before she was surrounded with
boats, filled with young and old, all eager to gratify their curiosity by
inspecting her interior arrangements... After remaining about four
hours, she again got under weigh for Miramichi - where she arrived
safely next morning. The ship was built ... for the conveyance of
passengers and goods between Quebec, Halifax, and the intermediate
ports. Her accommodations for passengers are of the first description.
Her cabins are elegant and the sleeping berths, of which there are
about 50, admirable. The round house contains a spacious dining
room, handsomely fitted up capable of accommodating 100 persons.
The steerage also is roomy and comfortable, and there is ample space
on deck. She can stow away about 200 tons of goods in her hold. The
engines ... are ... capable of propelling her with ease and comfort at a
rate of at least ten miles an hour.

It was decided to change the route in 1832 so that instead of steaming
all the way round to Halifax, the Royal William turned at Pictou, Nova Scotia's
most important port on the Gulf of St Lawrence. Pictou had been settled by a
company of thirty from Philadelphia, who had arrived in the brig Hope in
1767. These in turn had been joined by about a hundred and seventy
Highland Scots who arrived in the brig Hector in 1773. The Hector had
brought the first large scale Scottish immigration to Nova Scotia, a flow that
still saw eight or ten ships a year bringing Scots to Pictou while the Royal
William was active.

Unfortunately, a cholera outbreak in the spring of 1832 stopped the
Royal William when she arrived at Miramichi on her first voyage with the
disease on board. She was sent to quarantine and her engineer died. After



suffering a loss of about $85,000, the Quebec & Halifax company sold the
ship to a group of Quebec merchants.

In the spring of 1833, the Royal William worked as a tow boat in the
St Lawrence and then became the first British steamer to enter Boston, when
she did so on June 17. But her new owners decided to send her to London to
be sold. Leaving Quebec on August 4, 1833, she reached Pictou on August 8
to take on bunkers. On August 12, as she lay at Pictou preparing for her
Transatlantic voyage, the barque Economy arrived from Leith with forty-two
Scottish immigrants.

The Royal William departed Pictou on August 18 for Gravesend, Kent,
with seven passengers and 330 tons of coal from the nearby Albion Mines,
opened in 1827. The August 20 issue of Pictou's "Colonial Patriot" recorded
her departure: "Cleared ... Ship Royal William, McDougall, London, Coal,
Natural curiosities and spars." The natural curiosities were said to have
been a box of stuffed birds sent to London by Dr Thomas McCulloch, principal
of the Pictou Academy, on behalf of John James Audubon, who was that
summer visiting the Quebec North Shore. Arriving at Cowes, Isle of Wight, on
September 6, after a voyage of 192 days, she then proceeded to Gravesend.

The Royal William was chartered to the Portuguese Navy and
eventually fetched a price of £10,000 when sold to the Spanish Navy. Her
place in history, however, is that of having been the first steamship to cross
the North Atlantic entirely under steam.

Cunard's "Unicorn" of 1840

One of the Royal William's original shareholders was Samuel Cunard of
Halifax, founder of the Cunard Line. Although Cunard did not operate direct
Transatlantic sailings into the St Lawrence until 1911, the first ship the
company put into service, the 648-ton paddle steamer Unicorn, was acquired
to operate a feeder service to Quebec. She was intended to run between
Quebec and Pictou, 147 miles from Halifax, where connection was to be
made by the Halifax, Truro & Pictou stage coach with Cunard's Transatlantic
sailings at Halifax. Later, she would add a call at Gaspé en route.

The Unicorn left Liverpool on May 16, 1840, with passengers for
Halifax and Boston on Cunard's very first Transatlantic voyage, a trial run for
the four new steamers Cunard was building for the North Atlantic, the first of
which would leave Liverpool in July. On her arrival in Boston in early June,
"Hazard's United States Commercial & Statistical Register" said of her: -

We learn from Capt Douglas that the Unicorn left Liverpool on the 16th
of May, and arrived at Halifax on the first instant, about 10 am, and
remained there until 11 o'clock pm. She brought out 27 cabin
passengers for Halifax and 24 for Boston; and files of London papers to



the 15th of May; Liverpool of the 16th, and Paris of the 13th. The
Unicorn is a neatly built and gallant steamer of about 700 tons
burthen, and a very fast sailer. The cabin accommodations are of a
very superior character, and that passengers state, that although they
had headwinds during the greater part of the passage, yet they have
enjoyed the trip exceedingly.

She then sailed for Quebec, where she arrived on June 29, ready for
Cunard's Gulf of St Lawrence route. Her master, Capt Walter Douglas, had
commanded the 605-ton Torrance steamship Canada, built at Montreal in
1832, and had previously surveyed the river for the Canadian Government.
Occasionally, between voyages, Douglas took the Unicorn to the Saguenay
River, thus becoming one of the first ships to engage in that trade. "Fisher's
Colonial Magazine" made a note of this in July 1843: -

It is singular, that it has remained for the present age first to explore
the river Saguenay, which, rising in the bosoms of the desolate
mountains of Labrador, after a course of 500 miles, falls into the St
Lawrence, about 170 miles below Quebec. Captain Douglas, of the
Unicorn, who first explored it, found its current full and rapid, its
average breadth a mile, its depth often exceeding 200 feet, and its
banks in one place 800 or 1,000 feet high, and consisting of
perpendicular or overhanging cliffs of lime; on such a huge scale does
nature work in those solitudes.

The Unicorn's first such cruise departed Quebec on August 24, 1840,
when she charged a fare of £6 per person. Earlier that same month, she had
made an excursion to Montreal, where she had been inspected by the locals.

A year after the Unicorn entered service, J H R Molson of Montreal left
a brief record of travelling in her in May 1841: -

We left Quebec in the Steam Ship Unicorn on Friday the 14th at 11
am. Saturday; very squeamish, eat nothing till the following day. The
passage was a very smooth one and the weather very pleasant. We
anchored at Pictou at 2 am Monday. So we remained on board till the
morning.

We came down to Pictou in a ferry boat and went to the Stage Office
to take our places in the stages. Instead of bringing stages with six
horses, they brought two wagons. We were very uncomfortable for we
had no place to put our feet at the bottom of the cart, it being filled up
with baggage.

Ironically, Pictou had one of the first railways to open in British North
America, equipped with three steam locomotives imported from England, but
it was built to carry coal from the Albion Mines to the docks.



A second Cunard steamer, the 689-ton Margaret, named for Samuel
Cunard's mother, became a spare ship at Halifax and sometimes assisted the
Unicorn. In May 1844, the Unicorn was delayed three days in ice at Canso on
her first voyage of the season. The Quebec-Pictou service lasted until that
November, in the same year in which Montreal became, for five years, capital
of the united Province of Canada, today's Quebec and Ontario. Cunard had
offered a £10,000 reduction in the subsidy if it were allowed to withdraw the
Unicorn, and thereafter to move Canadian overseas mails through Boston,
which it would do until a direct service was opened into the St Lawrence in
1853.

Cunard sold the Unicorn to New Brunswick owners who ran her
between Halifax and St John's, Newfoundland, until 1848. In 1849, she went
to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, making her way out to California by
way of the Straits of Magellan. After a hiatus, other operators would once
again take up the Quebec-Pictou route, when the British North American
colonies began discussing union.

Cunard's Colonial Line

While Cunard's Transatlantic service and its feeder operation to
Quebec fell under the British & North American Royal Mail Steam Packet Co,
as the Cunard Line was called, a second concern, the Nova Scotia,
Newfoundland & Bermuda Royal Mail Steam Packet Co, known as the Cunard
Colonial Line, was formed in 1849. Cunard had been involved with Royal Mail
contracts since 1827, with the brigs Emily and Susan first engaged to run
between Bermuda and Annapolis, Maryland, and then between Halifax and
Boston, relaying incoming mails to America from the Admiralty's Falmouth
packets. By 1833, a Halifax-Bermuda service had been added, again using
sail, but the Halifax-Boston run was dropped in 1840 with the arrival of the
new Transatlantic ships.

Cunard's Colonial Line employed three 275-ton Royal Mail steamers,
the Falcon, Kestrel and Ospray, on routes from Halifax to Bermuda and
Halifax to St John's, Newfoundland, delivering mails brought to Halifax in the
Transatlantic ships. As paddle steamers had a tendency to suffer damage in
ice, these ships were screw-propelled. In 1850, it opened a New
York-Bermuda-St Thomas line, and in 1854 Halifax replaced New York as its
northern terminus. At this time, the 528-ton Curlew became the chief ship.

In 1859, with the help of a £3,000 subsidy from the British and
Bahamian governments, another Cunard company, the British & Foreign
Steam Navigation Co, which since 1855 had been operating to the
Mediterranean, began a monthly service between New York and Nassau. Its
1,127-ton Karnak also connected New York to Havana and although she was
lost off Bermuda in 1862 the service carried on until 1870. This would not be
the only time Cunard ran between New York and Nassau.



When Cunard's Transatlantic steamers stopped calling at Halifax in
1867 in favour of New York, the local company introduced larger ships and
took the mails from Cunard's successors at Halifax, first the Inman Line and
then the Allan Line. By then, the mainstay of the Cunard Colonial fleet that
served Halifax consisted of the 653-ton Alpha and 645-ton Delta, to which
was added the 1,070-ton Beta in 1873.

Cunard's Halifax-Bermuda-St Thomas line continued until 1886, when
its mail contract finally ended. The Halifax firm of Pickford & Black then took
over the Halifax to Bermuda and West Indies run in 1888, using Cunard's
former Alpha and Beta. To these were added the 1,919-ton Duart Castle and
1,910-ton Taymouth Castle, renamed Oruro and Ocamo in 1900, in which
year the Pickford & Black Steamship Co Ltd was incorporated, with a capital
of $600,000.

La Compagnie du Richelieu

Back in the St Lawrence, Jacques-Félix Sincennes of Sorel opened La
Société de Navigation de la Riviere Richelieu in 1845, with a subscribed
capital of £3,715, to operate the 125-ton steamer Richelieu and the barge
Sincennes between Sorel and Montreal. In 1848 this was followed by La
Compagnie du Richelieu, which was formed at Montreal by the merger of this
firm with its 1847 competitor La Société de Navigation du St-Laurent et du
Richelieu. The Richelieu would survive for one hundred and nine years, taking
on various roles until finally being broken up as the ferry Beauharnois in
1954,

In 1856 La Compagnie du Richelieu entered the Montreal-Quebec
trade with the newly-built 392-ton sister ships Napoleon and the Victoria,
overnight vessels with dimensions of 168 by 25 feet. Another Richelieu
Company ship, the 351-ton Quebec, a vessel of 266 by 27 feet (59 feet over
the paddle guards) built at her namesake city in 1844, was acquired from
Molson's St Lawrence Steamboat Co. The Quebec was made famous by an
1852 painting of her by Cornelius Krieghoff, and was the first of several to
carry that name for the company. Her running mate had been the 379-ton
Montreal, a similar vessel built at Montreal in 1841, but wrecked near
Batiscan in 1853.

The next Montreal, a 1,005-ton ship rebuilt in 1855 from the Tate
Brothers' Lord Sydenham, was owned by John Wilson of Quebec.
Unfortunately, on June 26, 1857, an hour out of Quebec for Montreal, she
burned with the loss of 157 lives out of 400 on board, the worst maritime
disaster until then in Canadian history. The Richelieu ship Napoleon, which
had left Quebec just before the Montreal, turned back and was able to rescue
several survivors, but the Montreal burned too quickly. The victims were
mostly Scottish and Norwegian immigrants just arrived from ocean ships at



Quebec. After this disaster, ruinous competition diminished and most of the
Montreal-Quebec night boat business fell to the Richelieu Company.

La Compagnie du Richelieu went on to acquire the St Lawrence &
North Shore Navigation Company in 1860. In 1875, it merged with the
Canadian Navigation Company of Toronto, also know as the Royal Mail Line,
which had operated as the Canadian Inland Steam Navigation Company
between 1857 and 1867, to create the Montreal-based Richelieu & Ontario
Navigation Company. In 1886, the R&O took over the St Lawrence Steam
Navigation Company, and through a further set of mergers in 1913,
ultimately become part of today's Canada Steamship Lines (CSL).

Another of Sincennes' activities was the Sincennes-McNaughton Line,
founded in 1849 with William McNaughton. Involved in both shipping and
towing, as well as having a shipyard at Sorel, by 1929, it eventually became
Sin-Mac Lines Ltd, engaged in towing, ship berthing and salvage work
throughout the Great Lakes and St Lawrence.

Government Contract Steamers

In 1853, steam services began to develop in the trades below Quebec,
chiefly operated under contract to the Province of Canada by Quebec
merchant Francois Baby. Baby began with two wooden paddle steamers, to
which he added a third in 1854. The ships were used as towboats between
Bic, near Rimouski, and Quebec but also carried passengers and cargo on
their runs up and down the St Lawrence. One of them would be used to carry
mails to the lower Gulf of St Lawrence.

Between 1854 and 1858, Baby also contracted to complete four major
lighthouses, at Cap des Rosiers and West Point, Anticosti, in Quebec and at
Belle Isle and Point Amour in Labrador. These lighthouses improved the
safety of navigation through the Strait of Belle Isle and the Gulf of St
Lawrence.

Three new ships joined the fleet during this period, the 495-ton Queen
Victoria and Napoleon III of 1856, and the 299-ton Lady Head of 1857. The
1856 sisters were screw steamships of 173 by 30 feet, while the Lady Head
was a smaller version at 151 by 24 feet. All were built by Robert Napier at
Govan, Scotland, who had built the first Cunard steamships.

The Napoleon III and Queen Victoria, like the earlier ships, operated
as Government towing steamers below Quebec, and should not be confused
with the Richelieu company's Napoleon and Victoria, which were overnight
paddle steamers operating between Montreal and Quebec.

To The Saguenay



Elsewhere, in 1853, private interests, including David Torrance,
formed the Quebec & Trois Pistoles Navigation Company, which built the
286-ton Saguenay, a vessel with dimensions of 165 by 24 feet. Launched at
Sorel on May 9, 1853, the first ship of this name entered service on July 19.
She had forty-two staterooms and a passenger saloon that stretched the full
length of her superstructure.

Intended to trade below Quebec to the Saguenay, she occasionally
also traded upriver as far as Kingston. "Harper's" magazine in July 1859
carried a story on one of her voyages to the Saguenay, excerpts of which
give a feeling for life on board: -

The A No. 1 sea-going steamer Saguenay, commanded by Captain R
Simard, was to start on its weekly trip to the dark river of the same
name, away down the St Lawrence, some forty leagues below
Quebec...

The moisture from the storm that had prevailed in the St Lawrence for
almost a week had penetrated everywhere, and we found the berths in
the state rooms dangerously damp. The obliging steward brought us
dry mattresses and flannel blankets, with which I soon made up three
comfortable beds at the dark end of the saloon. To make "assurance
doubly sure" in guarding against agues, each one of my immediate
company swallowed a hot gin sling before retiring. The precaution was
effectual...

We proceeded a few miles, when the fog came rolling up the St
Lawrence in such dense masses that we were compelled to anchor.
There we lay for an hour, when we moved again cautiously. No land
was visible. Shoals of sand and sunken rocks there abounded, and the
lead was heaved continually. Finally the pilot became uncertain of his
whereabouts... suddenly the engines were reversed and the anchor
was cast, for it was evident that we were approaching a shoal...

Despite initial problems, the writer's conclusions foretold the huge
growth that would follow in the Saguenay tourist trade: -

I would most earnestly advise every summer tourist seeking pleasure
to follow our example. Every comfort of "bed and board" may be found
on the staunch steamer Saguenay; and every one who has made the
voyage with Captain Simard and Mr Papineau, his clerk, entertains the
most grateful recollections of their polite attentions and skilful
management.

Unfortunately, the first Saguenay only saw one more season, as she
burned in the Lachine Canal on May 12, 1861, and was thereafter converted
into a barge. In 1863 came the St Lawrence Tow Boat Company, which



introduced the next Saguenay in 1872. This company eventually operated
both tow boats and river steamers, as well as a ferry service between
Quebec and Lévis.

The Blais Family and the North Shore

In 1858, the year in which the Hudson's Bay Co lost its monopoly on
the salmon fishery in Labrador, Capt Narcisse Blais of Montmagny bought the
schooner Marie Thérese and began a regular commercial service between
Quebec and the Lower North Shore, as far as the Canada-Newfoundland
border on the Strait of Belle Isle at Blanc-Sablon. Although the Hudson's Bay
Co had operated its own schooners along this coast, they had been engaged
in its own business, supplying trading posts and taking away furs and fish.

Over time, two more Blais schooners followed and the 130-ton
Stadacona was the second of these. By the 1890s, Narcisse Blais was
reputed to know the coast better than any man and he was described in a
letter to Victor Huard, author of "Labrador et Anticosti": -

Lower Labrador has no more secrets from him - the people, the
harbours, the anchorages, the islands, the underwater reefs that are
legion in these parts, the prevailing winds and currents at each
location, all are familiar to him, he knows them by heart... One can sail
without fear on board the Stadacona; I have experienced it myself.

In 1896, the business was handed to his son Joseph Blais, who had
been representing Narcisse on the coast now for some years. At this time,
this coast was known as the "Canadian Labrador" and while many of its
residents had come from the Magdalen Islands and Gaspé, some of the more
downstream settlements had been settled from Newfoundland.

The Blais family would continue to operate a schooner on this route
until June 1923, when its last ship, Joseph Blais' 100-ton Daisy, was stranded
in Bradore Bay, and Joseph established himself at Mutton Bay. But their
involvement in shipping did not end there. Louis T Blais, son of Joseph, went
on to work with the Clarke Steamship Co and with Labrador Fisheries, and
the Blais family's involvements on the Lower North Shore would span more
than a century.

The "Lady Head"
On her first arrival at Quebec on July 9, 1857, the Quebec "Morning
Chronicle" had carried a report under the heading "Arrival of the Steamer

Lady Head": -

Mr. Baby has had constructed of iron a new and well fitted up,



commodious, and fast propeller, which he has named the Lady Head,
and which has made the voyage from Londonderry to Quebec,
stoppages included, in the very short time of 13 days, having arrived
here, as will be perceived by the shipping intelligence, yesterday
evening. This vessel is exceedingly well adapted for passengers, and
might be profitably employed in opening up a passenger trade with
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. She will for the present be in the
employ of the Quebec Trinity House, and will be commanded by
Captain Davison.

The Lady Head was named for the wife of the then Canadian
Governor-General and former Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick. In
1858, fourteen years after Cunard's Unicorn had left her Quebec-Pictou
route, the Lady Head entered service as a mail boat, initially making seven
voyages a year for a fee of $10,000 running between Quebec and Gaspé,
Dalhousie, Bathurst, Miramichi, Shediac and Pictou.

Baby's operations were not financially successful, however, and in
1860 the Canadian Government took over operation of the ships for its own
account. The Lady Head continued as the mail ship, usually operating about
fourteen round voyages a year. The Unicorn had lasted five seasons in this
trade, and the Lady Head would continue until 1867, when a private
company took over the route. Capt William Davison remained in command
throughout most of this period and a typical sailing card in the Quebec
"Morning Chronicle" ran as follows on May 16, 1860: -

Royal Mail Line

Quebec to Gaspé, Paspébiac, Dalhousie, Miramichi and Pictou

The powerful first-class new iron screw steamer Lady Head, W
Davidson, master, will leave Atkinson's Wharf on Monday, the 21st of
May, at four o'clock pm, touching at the above places going and
returning...

All baggage at risk of owners thereof.

Berths not secured until paid for at the office.

Fir further particulars apply to

F Buteau, agent, Atkinson's Wharf, St James Street, Quebec

While the Unicorn had connected Quebec with Cunard's fortnightly mail
ship call at Halifax, the Lady Head soon connected at Quebec with the ships
of the Allan Line, which had commenced service in 1853. In his book "The
Steamboat Mails of Eastern Canada" Robert Parsons outlined how this
worked: -

In 1860, the sailing dates for the Gaspé steamers were arranged to
coincide with the arrival and departure of the Allan Line steamers.
Mails to and from the Lower Provinces connected with the steamers at
Riviere-du-Loup. In a letter to his counterpart, Arthur Woodgate, in



Nova Scotia, the Postmaster General of Canada, W H Griffin explained
the procedures:

[1I] "have the honour to inform you that arrangements are being made
for the employment of a Canadian Government steamer, to ply, during
the approaching season of navigation, fortnightly, between Quebec
and Pictou; (touching at some of the intermediate gulf ports) and that
it is intended that this steamer shall so arrange her voyages as to
arrive, on her upward trips, to Riviere-du-Loup, on every alternate
Saturday afternoon, so as to connect there with the Canadian steamer
for Liverpool, embarking the mails for Europe every Saturday, about 4
or 5 o'clock pm; also to leave Quebec on her downward voyages, on
every alternate Monday; or, as soon as practical, after the arrival of
the incoming steamer from Liverpool.

"That this arrangement may extend to Nova Scotia, the option of
exchanging mails with the United Kingdom by the Canadian line, the
gulf steamer will leave Pictou on the Monday night or Tuesday morning
of the week in which there is no Cunard steamer direct from Halifax,
and arrive at Riviere-du-Loup in time to deliver on board the Canadian
steamer, on the following Saturday, any mails you may forward by
her."

The two larger ships, on the other hand, were engaged mainly in
government work and rarely used commercially. Occasionally, though, the
Queen Victoria filled in for the Lady Head running to Pictou, often for the last
voyage of the season.

The "Arabian"

Starting in 1859, the Lady Head was joined by a second mail steamer
in the Quebec-Maritimes trade. This was the privately-owned 618-ton
Arabian, a Niagara-built vessel of 174 by 24 feet. Owned by Andrew Heron of
Niagara and previously trading in the Royal Mail Line between Montreal and
Hamilton, she had been mentioned in the "Niagara Chronicle" in April 1852
when new: -

The new steamer Arabian ... has a full-length upper cabin with
staterooms on each side and dining saloons in the centre. The ladies'
cabin is beautifully fitted and furnished, as also the upper cabins and
in both, the stained glass windows give an excellent effect. There are
110 berths.

The Arabian had more recently been sailing between Quebec and
Riviere-du-Loup when she was contracted by the province of New Brunswick.
She now alternated with the Lady Head, with the latter turning at Pictou and
the Arabian,"carrying the Canadian and New Brunswick mails," at Shediac.



While second class fares were nearly identical on both ships, the Lady Head's
first-class fares were 18 to 36 per cent higher than the Arabian's equivalent
cabin fares for common ports. A sailing card published in the same Quebec
"Morning Chronicle" that advertised the Lady Head on May 16, 1860,
advertised the Arabian as follows: -

For Shediac, New Brunswick, and Intermediate Ports

The powerful sidewheel steamer Arabian, M Steen, commander
(carrying the Canadian and the New Brunswick mails), will leave
Quebec for Shediac, NB, calling at Riviere-du-Loup, Rimouski, Gaspé,
Paspébiac, Dalhousie, Miramichi and Richibucto, at 8 am on Saturdays
(commencing May 5, 1860)...

Arabianconnects at Shediac with E&NA Railway for Saint John,
Portland, Boston and with steamer Westmoreland, for Prince Edward
Island and Nova Scotia.

For further information apply to
Peter Deniss, Agent, Corner of St Peter Street and Cul-de-Sac Market,
Quebec.

The 305-ton Westmoreland was a New Brunswick steamer that had
been built in 1854 and was owned locally. With 38 berths in a gentlemen's
cabin and 37 in a ladies' cabin, she offered the Arabian's onward connections
to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island while the Arabian concentrated all
five of her Maritimes calls in New Brunswick, whose government was of
course paying for her.

The Lady Head's 1860 season opened on Saturday, May 12, with her
first sailing from Quebec while the Arabian departed from Shediac. The
Chatham newspaper "The Gleaner" reported on that day, under the heading
"The Gulf Steamers": -

On Tuesday evening last, we were gratified with the sight of the
Arabian on her first trip of the season. During the winter she
underwent considerable repairs, and is now in first-rate condition.
Captain Steen is still in command. She left for Shediac on Wednesday
morning having discharged her cargo at Newcastle and Chatham. The
Lady Head, the agent informs us, will leave Quebec on Monday next,
not Saturday as previously announced. She may be expected here on
Thursday.

The Lady Head's first-class fares were about 20 to 25% higher,
however, as she charged $12 to Gaspé to Arabian's $9.50; $15 to Dalhousie
to Arabian's $12; and $18 to Miramichi to Arabian's $15. But the Arabian
advertised her meals as extra while the Lady Head's notice was silent on this,
as meals were usually included in first-class fares. The second-class, or deck



fares, were common rated, however, at $4 to Gaspé, $6 to Dalhousie and $7
to Miramichi.

That summer, the Prince of Wales, son of Queen Victoria and later to
be King Edward VII, visited Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Gaspé, the
Saguenay River and Quebec in HMS Hero., The Arabian and Lady Head,
meanwhile, were busy carrying members of the press as well as the public
during his visit. At Charlottetown, for example, on August 9, as the Prince
went ashore, the Arabian was reported to have brought six hundred
spectators from Quebec while the Westmoreland had brought another four
hundred from New Brunswick.

Thereafter, the Queen Victoria carried the Prince up the Saguenay
together with Governor-General Head. HMS Hero was having a rather tricky
summer, however. She had already grounded at Gaspé on her inward voyage
and now grounded once again on a reef at the mouth of the Saguenay,
leaving it the name of Prince Shoal. Later, at Montreal, the prince opened the
Grand Trunk Railway's Victoria Bridge across the St Lawrence River.

In 1861, the 18,915-ton Great Eastern came to Quebec with troops to
reinforce the local garrisons in Canada. Being the largest ship in the world,
this caused quite a lot of interest and the result was a special cruise by the
Arabian that was advertised in Chatham's "The Gleaner" on July 12: -

Excursion to see the Great Eastern and Niagara Falls

The steamer Arabian will leave Chatham on Wednesday, the 24th inst
(calling at intermediate ports) on a Pleasure Excursion to Quebec and
Niagara Falls. Persons desirous of beholding the mammoth steamship
Great Eastern will have their wishes gratified if they avail themselves
of the advantages of this trip. They will also have the pleasure of
beholding the Falls of Niagara as through tickets from Chatham to
Niagara and back by the boat can be procured from Wm Muirhead Esq,
for the low figure of $40. Meals on board Arabian included. Wm
Muirhead, Agent, Chatham.

The joint service with the Lady Head lasted for only four seasons,
however, before a boiler explosion off I'Islet-sur-Mer on October 15, 1862,
killed four people on the Arabian. That winter, she went south as a blockade
runner, operating from Nassau to Wilmington and Charleston, but was
wrecked with a cargo of cotton on board at Fort Fisher near Wilmington on
September 15, 1863, while trying to escape capture. Her feeder ship, the
Westmoreland, also went to the Americans in 1864.

In 1863, the Lady Head commenced her Quebec to Pictou season on
May 6 but on her eighth voyage of the season she broke her propeller shaft
below Shediac. The Napoleon III towed her back to Quebec and on
September 8 the Queen Victoria took over her route, maintaining it for the



rest of the season while the Lady Head received a new shaft.

Another former Royal Mail Line steamer, the 1,029-ton Magnet, came
to the St Lawrence in 1863, to run in connection with the Richelieu Co from
Quebec to Cacouna, Riviere-du-Loup, Murray Bay and Tadoussac to Ha! Ha!
Bay in the Saguenay, sailing every Tuesday and Friday. Despite the Grand
Trunk Railway having opened its line between Quebec and Riviere-du-Loup
in 1860, the popularity of travelling by ship was continuing to grow. Like the
Arabian, the Magnet had been built by the Niagara Harbour & Dock
Company, but five years earlier, in 1847. She returned to Quebec for the
Saguenay run for several summer seasons in a row.

The "Acadia"

The Sincennes-McNaughton Line next added the 1,077-ton sidewheeler
Acadia, newly-built at Sorel, to the route. Kenneth MacKenzie, in his series
"Steam Operations on the Lower St Lawrence to 1914," appearing in
"Seaports & the Shipping World," introduced her in his May 1983 installment:

In 1864 it was the turn of the steamer Acadia; she carried mails up
and down the river for a short time. "Built expressly for the route,"
trumpeted one newspaper. Her arrival was greeted with the press's
usual optimism and high expectations of "supplying the wants of
commerce with the Lower Provinces." As far as can be determined, she
lasted only until August... On September 7, she cleared for Halifax,
which she reached eleven days later.

The Acadia made only two voyages from Quebec, one on July 21 to
Pictou and a second to Shediac, and suffered an enormous loss, for the time,
of $8,000. She was therefore withdrawn and, like the Arabian three years
before, went south, sailing to Havana, to be used as a blockade runner
between Nassau and Charleston. A second 612-ton Acadia was built at
Hamilton for other owners in 1867 but spent all her three decades trading
between Montreal and Great Lakes ports for the Merchants' Line of Montreal.

On August 29, 1864, the Queen Victoria carried half the Canadian
cabinet, including future Canadian Prime Minister John A Macdonald, on a
special voyage from Quebec via Gaspé to Charlottetown to discuss the
possibility of a Canadian union. After the conference the Queen Victoria took
some of the delegates to Shediac, Pictou and Halifax, and on October 3 she
left Quebec again to collect delegates from Pictou, Shediac and Charlottetown
for a new conference to be held in Quebec.

In the enthusiasm of the time, the Queen Victoria was used to start a
new service between Montreal and Halifax via Quebec, Gaspé, Shediac and
Pictou on June 29, 1865. There was some comment of course that



government should not be in business, but the service was justified on the
basis that no private operator was serving the route and the ship had no
other ready employment. On June 22, the "Halifax Herald" carried the
announcement of the service: -

Direct Trade with Canada

The steamship Queen Victoria will hereafter run between Halifax to
Montreal, touching at Pictou and Gaspé. She will run on alternate
weeks with the Lady Head from Pictou, and will thus form a weekly line
from Pictou to Quebec, and a fortnightly line from Halifax to Montreal.
Days of sailing and other particulars in a few days. Will probably leave
Montreal for Halifax about 26th or 27th instant.

Wm J Fraser, Agent, Commercial Wharf

Carrying passengers, mail and cargo, and connecting at Quebec and
Montreal with steamers beyond, this innovation may have been too much too
early, however, as the service only lasted the one season.

Geo Chaffey & Brothers

In the lead-up to Canadian Confederation in 1867 and for several
years thereafter, steamship owners, sometimes with government assistance,
sought to profit from the trade that was expected between Canada, now
Quebec and Ontario, and the Lower Provinces. Of the latter, when New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia entered Confederation in 1867 and Prince Edward
Island in 1873, all tariff barriers would disappear. However, Newfoundland,
although present at the original negotiations, remained a British colony for
another eighty-two years, with duty applying on Canadian goods entering
Newfoundland as well as its own exports to Canada.

Newcomers to this trade were Geo Chaffey & Brothers of Kingston,
Ontario, operators of a fleet of tugs and barges on the St Lawrence River and
Rideau Canal. Chaffey's Lock, opened on the Rideau Canal in 1831, was
named for Samuel Chaffey, who had immigrated from Somerset in 1816 and
built a milling business and a distillery at the site, but died of malaria in
1827. In 1855, Geo Chaffey & Brothers became involved in the mining of iron
ore at Hull, Quebec, shipping about 5,000 tons a year through the Rideau
Canal to Kingston for eventual export to Pennsylvania.

In 1865, Chaffey & Brothers introduced two new steamers into the
Maritimes trade. Although a slightly mismatched pair, both were screw
propellers. The first, the 336-ton Her Majesty, 185 by 30 feet, was built at St
Catharines, Ontario, in 1863, the largest propeller steamer yet built in
Canada. She was converted from a passenger steamer to a cargo ship at
Kingston in 1864 by the removal of her 140-foot deck saloon containing



eighty-four staterooms. The second, the 1,128-ton Merritt, 174 by 38 feet,
was built at Brockville in 1864 and designhed as a three-masted barque for
use in ocean service by winter, with an engine to be used as an auxiliary.

Kenneth MacKenzie recorded Chaffey Brothers' entry into the trade in
the May 1983 edition of "Seaports & the Shipping World": -

The Chaffey Brothers, owners of the steamers Her Majesty and Merritt,
after discovering that the government intended to maintain its ships
on their Quebec-Pictou route, placed their two ships on a route from
Toronto to Halifax, carrying Canadian flour to the Maritimes.

Chaffey's ships, although small and commanding high rates, managed
to survive. The fact that they could offer service without transhipment
might have been a huge factor.

The Chaffey Brothers continued to advertise their "propellers" for
Halifax direct, from Toronto. The "direct" claim was stretching the
truth somewhat, as they stopped at many intermediate ports - but at
least there was no transhipment of goods. Merritt and Her Majesty
operated throughout 1866, apparently making a commercial success of
their endeavour.

Geo Chaffey & Brothers were engineers as well as shipping men. As
well as milling and mining, they had started a shipyard in Brockville and
moved to Kingston in 1859. They were now heavily involved in the St
Lawrence canals trade, operating several tugs and a large fleet of barges in
the forwarding business between Kingston and Montreal in the days before
the old St Lawrence Canals were enlarged.

The "Union"

Very briefly, the St Lawrence Tow Boat Co was awarded a contract for
the Gulf of St Lawrence route and in August 1866 introduced its 687-ton
Union into service between Quebec and Pictou. Built in Lévis that same year,
at 218 by 28 feet and with berths for about 150 passengers, her name
indicated her intended trade. Her first sailing card, published in Quebec and
Ottawa newspapers on July 28, 1866, read as follows: -

St Lawrence Tow-Boat Company.
Passenger and Freight Line between Quebec and Pictou.

The splendid and fast-sailing new steamer Union, Capt W Davison, will
leave the St Andrew's Wharf on Tuesday, the 7th August next at 4 pm
for Pictou (going and returning) via Father Point, Gaspé, Percé,
Paspébiac, Dalhousie, Newcastle, Chatham and Shediac... This
splendid steamer has all the modern improvements,with large family



staterooms and is acknowledged to be one of the fastest vessels on
the St Lawrence.

For further information apply at the company's office, St Andrew's
Wharf.
J Chabot, Manager

On August 15, a week after her first sailing, the "Halifax Morning Sun"
reported as follows, under the heading "Canadian Steamer Union": -

This new side-wheel steamer has made her first trip on the route from
Quebec to Pictou... The vessel was built at Quebec by the St Lawrence
Tow Boat Company - the machinery manufactured at Montreal by Mr
Bush of the Eagle Foundry. She can comfortably accommodate 100
cabin passengers and is furnished with a number of family staterooms
as well; she is capable of carrying 2,000 barrels. On her trip on the St
Lawrence she averaged 19 knots with the tide, and 10 against it. She
is intended to run in conjunction with the Lady Head, making a weekly
line between Quebec and Pictou, calling at the following intermediate
ports, viz: Father Point, Gaspé Basin, Percé, Paspébiac, New Carlisle,
Dalhousie, Miramichi and Shediac.

If this excellent boat does not meet with encouragement sufficient to
enable the enterprising company to keep her on the line, she will be
placed on some one of the numerous routes in Upper Canada. Her hull
was built by Mr F Brunelle, the excellent Canadian shipbuilder, and
[she] is commanded by Capt Wm Davison, formerly of the Lady Head,
a gentleman well known to the travelling public on the line from
Quebec to Pictou.

As can be seen, there was already some hesitation as to whether the
service would be able to obtain the required support, and, just like the
Acadia, the service was, as the Quebec "Morning Chronicle" called it on
September 25, a "miserable commercial failure." The Union too had to be
withdrawn after only her second voyage, which left Quebec on August 21.
But the same newspaper also pointed out that where the Lady Head had
received an $800 postal subsidy, the Union had only been granted $120.

In the following year the Union was chartered under a five-year
contract to the Canadian Navigation Company and after a $9,500 refit was
placed on the Saguenay run, sailing from Montreal to Murray Bay,
Riviere-du-Loup, Tadoussac and Ha! Ha! Bay in conjunction with the Magnet,
running from Quebec. On June 18, 1867, the Toronto "Daily Globe" stated
that the Union: -

Will leave Montreal every Monday evening during the season, at 5
o'clock, and Quebec on Tuesday morning, at 8 o'clock, for the River
Saguenay. This steamer was built last year expressly for the



navigation of the Lower St Lawrence, and is far superior in size, space
and comfort, to any boat hitherto on the route.

In 1868, the St Lawrence Tow Boat Co took delivery of the 237-ton
Clyde at Quebec, running her both upstream to Montreal and downstream to
Chicoutimi or to Kamouraska. Meanwhile, with the expiry of the Union's
charter in 1872 she reverted to her owners, who introduced her to their own
service to the Saguenay, running from Quebec to Baie-St-Paul, Les
Eboulements, Pointe-au-Pic, Riviere-du-Loup and on to Tadoussac and Ha!
Ha! Bay.

The Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Company 1867

An important new firm, the Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Company,
was founded at Quebec on March 1, 1867, to begin weekly service between
Quebec and Pictou via way ports in the Gaspé Peninsula and Prince Edward
Island. This private company took over the service that had formerly been
operated by the Lady Head and Arabian. As the Nova Scotia Railway was
about to open a line between Halifax and Pictou Landing in June, the new
firm would be able to offer a through rail and water service between Montreal
and Halifax. As Pictou was not served direct, however, passengers and
freight had to moved between Pictou Landing and Pictou in a railway-owned
ferry.

After negotiations with the Canadian Post Office, Quebec & Gulf Ports
was awarded a subsidy of $1,000 per round voyage for weekly service
between Quebec and Pictou. Starting with the 467-ton paddle steamer Secret
and the 340-ton screw steamship Gaspé in 1867, the following
announcement appeared in the Quebec newspapers: -

The Quebec and Gulf Ports Steamship Company

Royal Mail Line between Montreal, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island. The iron side-wheel steamship
Secret, Captain Davison. The screw steamship Gaspé. The above
powerful and commodious and first-class steamships are intended to
sail as under, for Pictou, NS.

s.s. Gaspé, from Quebec, on Tuesday, 28th June, at 4 o'clock pm, and
every alternate Tuesday, calling at Father Point, Gaspé, Percé,
Chatham, Newcastle, Miramichi, Shediac, Paspébiac and Dalhousie on
each down trip.

s.s. Secret, from Quebec, Tuesday, 215t June, at four o'clock pm, and
every alternate Tuesday, calling at Father Point, Gaspé, Percé,
Paspébiac, Dalhousie, Chatham, Newcastle and Shediac, connecting at



Shediac with railway for St John, steamers for Fredericton, Eastport,
Portland and Boston, and at Pictou with railway to Halifax.

The Secret has very superior accommodation for over 100 cabin
passengers, and the Gaspé for 60. The company having purchased the
first-class iron screw steamship Georgia, built at Dumbarton, Scotland,
in 1864, it is intended to place her on the line between Montreal and
Gulf Ports immediately. Particulars in a future advertisement, as to
dates of sailing and ports of call, etc.

Through tickets for Halifax, NS, St John, NB, Eastport, Portland and
Boston at very low rates. For freight and passage apply to W H
Howland, 25 Church Street.

Capt Davison, formerly of the Lady Head and Union, now joined
Quebec & Gulf Ports in the Secret. The 648-ton Georgia was in fact delayed
and did not join the route until 1870, when she finally departed New York for
Quebec in June, while another ship, the 472-ton City of Quebec, was added
in her stead in 1868. Quebec & Gulf Ports acquired eight ships during its first
six years of operation. Mostly British-built, many of them were former
Confederate blockade runners built during the American Civil War.

Kenneth MacKenzie mentioned the introduction of the nhew company's
first ships in the June 1983 edition of "Seaports & the Shipping World."
After some initial teething pains for both ships, he recounted: -

By September 1867 Secret and Gaspé were able to maintain the
weekly service. The faithful Lady Head was quietly withdrawn from the
mail route ... and placed on the branch line service, calling at the way
ports envisaged by the Port Office Department...

Thereafter, the Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co bore the full burden
of the mail service between Quebec and Pictou. For the first time the
government was able to rely on private enterprise to provide the full
requirements of the St Lawrence communities.

The Lady Heads new branch line served Rimouski, Gaspé Basin, Percé
and Paspébiac in Quebec, and Campbellton, Bathurst and Caraquet, three
New Brunswick lumber towns located on the Baie-des-Chaleurs, but at the
end of the 1868 season, her ninth running to the Maritimes, she was
transferred to Halifax as a Government ship.

Almost five years later, on April 1, 1873, the Lady Head and Cunard's
Delta rescued many survivors from the wreck of the two-year-old 3,707-ton
White Star liner Atlantic, aground near Halifax. On a voyage from Liverpool
to New York, she had run low on coal and tried to reach Halifax, but 562 lives
were lost in the wreck out of 957 on board. No women and only one child
survived. The full story of this disaster is told in C H Milsoms' book "The Coal



Was There For Burning." The Lady Head, meanwhile, also made spring
voyages to Sable Island and was lost herself near Gaspé on August 10, 1878.

The "Merritt" and "Her Majesty”

In the same issue of "Seaports & the Shipping World," MacKenzie
continued the Chaffey & Brothers story: -

Meanwhile, Chaffey Brothers quietly continued its sailings and
announced their intention of putting Merritt on the Montreal to St
John's route, if trade developed, while maintaining Her Majesty on the
Montreal-Halifax service, a quiet deviation of its previous service from
Toronto. Merritt in fact sailed fairly consistently that summer to St
John's, mostly carrying flour.

The Merritt, designed for ocean service, offered an early Montreal-St
John's steamship service while her fleetmate was able to increase her own
frequency of sailings to Halifax by avoiding the time-consuming canal system
between Montreal and Toronto.

Chaffey & Brothers' fleet was absorbed in 1868 into the Montreal
Transportation Company, which was incorporated in 1869 with a capital of
$120,000. The next news we have of the two ships appeared in the "Pictou
Standard" on June 21, 1869: -

The steamer Her Majesty, while coaling at the Intercolonial Coal Co's
wharf yesterday, was run into by the steamer Merritt and seriously
damaged. The latter, which was disabled by the loss of her screw, was
being towed up to the wharf, and after being cast off, came into
collision with the former, and her anchor, which was hanging down
forward, penetrated her planking, making a hole through which the
water rushed in so violently as to render it necessary to run her onto
the flats to prevent her sinking. Her Majesty was loaded with a cargo
of 4,000 bbls of flour, a large part of which is under water.

Chaffey's Maritimes traders ended their days in the Gulf of St
Lawrence, Her Majesty wrecked at Percé on November 6, 1869, and the
Merritt, by then under control of the Allan interests, in fog on the Magdalen
Islands on July 13, 1873.

The Chaffeys' engineering background prevailed. George Chaffey Sr,
as a director of the Montreal Transportation Co, continued to build ships until
his retirement in 1877 to California, and George Jr, who had found work as a
naval architect, followed him there in 1881. There they established irrigation
schemes around Ontario, California, a city they named after their home
province. Five years later, George Jr and his older brother William were
attracted to a similar project on Australia's Murray River, a stream that runs



1,609 miles through three states, where they founded the towns of Mildura
and Renmark using similar irrigation schemes.

In 1888, things came full circle. Far from the Rideau and the St
Lawrence, the Chaffey Brothers invested in the River Murray Navigation Co
Ltd, which had been founded in 1857, to run passengers and cargo upstream
from a railhead at a place called Morgan to Mildura, a voyage of about 165
miles. One of its steamers could accommodate fifty overnight passengers,
and another, the 228-ton Gem, survives to this day as a static museum.
William remained in Australia, eventually becoming mayor of Mildura, while
George returned to America in 1897.

The Montreal & Maritime Provinces Steamship Line

On July 17, 1867, just a few months after Quebec & Gulf Ports was
formed, another shipping line was opened when Sandford Fleming, who had
now been appointed by Ottawa as engineer in chief for the Intercolonial
Railway, acquired the 993-ton Flamborough, a ship with dimensions of 200
by 28 feet. The Intercolonial Railway was a project to build a railway between
the Maritime Provinces with Central Canada that had been adopted as a
condition of the Canadian union.

When she arrived at Pictou that month, the Flamborough entered
service as a collier, hauling Nova Scotia coal to Montreal and returning with
whatever cargo she could find. She operated alone for three years, but in
1870 was joined by two fleetmates, the 704-ton Bolivar and the 700-ton
Ouse, to serve the Montreal-Pictou route of the Montreal & Maritime
Provinces Steamship Line. The Bolivar ran aground on St Helen's Island at
Montreal on June 9 and was refloated on July 2, but was not back in service
again until mid-September.

In 1871, the Flamborough once more operated alone, ranging as far as
Halifax and Newfoundland, and at the end of the season she broke her way
through ice into Charlottetown with late mails, and wintered there.

The "Alhambra" and "Flamborough"

When the Flamborough again left Charlottetown on May 9, 1872, it
was as a member of the Quebec & Gulf Ports fleet. Fleming, her former
owner, had now moved from Halifax to Ottawa to go on to become a director
of both the Hudson's Bay Co and the Canadian Pacific Railway. In 1897, he
was knighted by Queen Victoria for his role in promoting the adoption of time
zones.

The Flamborough's new owners once more advertised her on the
Montreal-Pictou run, where she was joined by their own 1,063-ton Alhambra,



a vessel of 219 by 28 feet. The Flamborough remained with Quebec & Gulf
Ports until 1893, trading as far as the West Indies and to Bermuda in the
crop season.

The Alhambra had been running between Boston, Halifax and
Charlottetown as early as 1867, but was registered at Quebec on April 15,
1871, intended to run between Montreal, Quebec and Newfoundland by way
of Nova Scotia ports. For most of 1871 and 1872, however, she continued to
run between Halifax and Boston and on June 8, 1872, was reported at Halifax
with 90 passengers from Prince Edward Island and Strait of Canso, departing
again for Boston with 144 passengers. That autumn, she also made a
number of passages between Pictou and St John's, Newfoundland.

Together with the Flamborough and other Quebec & Gulf Ports vessels,
she often traded on the East Coast. These ships spent time working for the
Cromwell Line, an American operator, running between Halifax and Portland,
Maine, and between New York, Halifax and St John's, as well as steaming
south for Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co.

The "Miramichi"

The sixth member of the Quebec & Gulf Ports fleet was the company's
fourth and last paddle steamer. The 727-ton Miramichi, at 229 x 25 feet,
joined the fleet in 1872. On May 15, on her delivery voyage, and already
named Miramichi, she cleared New York under Capt McKenzie, bound for
Quebec. With berths for 117 and room for a good cargo, she was licensed to
carry up to 300 passengers.

At first, she operated as one of a fleet of half a dozen ships but the
advertised sailing arrangements soon after she joined the fleet are worth
examining. From an advertisement that appeared in "New England: A
Handbook for Travelers," we are able to note the following: -

Quebec to Pictou and Cape Breton. By the vessels of the Quebec and
Gulf Ports Steamship Company.

The Georgia leaves Montreal every alternate Friday at 4 am; reaching
Quebec at 6 pm, leaves Quebec at 7 pm, and arrives at Father Point at
10 am Saturday; leaves at 11 am and arrives at Shediac at 2 am,
Monday; leaves (by rail) at 5 am, and arrives at Saint John in the
afternoon The steamer reaches Charlottetown (Prince Edward Island)
Monday noon and leaves at 3 pm, reaching Pictou at 7 pm on Monday.

The Secret or the Miramichi leaves Quebec at 2 pm Tuesdays, reaches
Father Point at 5 am Wednesday, and leaves at 6 am, 175 m (fare $4;
2nd class $2), to Gaspé, 433 m (fare $10; 2nd class $4), to Percé, 472
m (fare $11; 2nd class $4.25), to Paspébiac, 543 m (fare $13; 2nd



class $5) to Dalhousie... and at a little after noon on Saturday, the
steamer reaches Pictou.

After the loss of the Georgia at Penobscot, Maine, on January 14,
1875, the Miramichi and Secret were moved to weekly service between
Montreal, Quebec, Gaspé, Chatham, Charlottetown and Pictou. And that
same year, in order to compete with the anticipated new railway, commercial
travellers on the Miramichi were given a 25 per cent fare reduction when
travelling to or from Pictou and other Gulf ports.

Alexander Fraser & Company

Quebec merchants and insurance agents Alexander Fraser & Company
established another St Lawrence coastal service in 1872, to run between
Quebec, Gaspé and ports in the Baie-des-Chaleurs. For this they acquired the
147-ton screw steamer Beaver, 110 by 19 feet, with a license to carry 70
passengers, from builders in Scotland.

Eight years later, on May 27, 1880, a second Fraser steamship, the
223-ton Otter, began the first regular steamship service to the North Shore,
sailing between Quebec and Natashquan via way ports and making a call at
Rimouski on the South Shore.

The Otter, at 111 by 18 feet, was acquired from Molson's Moisie Iron
Company, who had been operating a mine that had opened at Moisie in
1865, and for whom, as the Margaretha Stevenson, she had been carrying
iron blooms between the Bay of Sept-Iles and Montreal, for onforwarding to
the United States by rail. The ship, however, had become surplus after the
Americans, under pressure from the Minnesota mining industry, had imposed
an increase in duty on the Moisie Iron Co's product, from $15 a ton for pig
iron to $33.60 a ton for worked iron, thus forcing them out of the market.

Under Fraser, the Otter was commanded for a good part of her career
by Capt O C Bernier. Typical of the newspaper sailing cards that were
published regularly during her career was the following: -

For Labrador. The Mail Steamer Otter, Captain O C Bernier, sails for
Esquimaux Point and way places at 8 am 20th & 30th July

And 10th, 20th and 30th of each succeeding month, to 20th October
inclusive. Last trips of the season 29th October and 9th November.
Will visit Natashquan etc when sufficient traffic offers.

A Fraser & Co, Agents

Esquimaux Point, or Pointe-aux-Esquimaux, was later known as
Havre-St-Pierre. The little Otter was a product of the famous Denny of



Dumbarton shipyard in Scotland and was licensed to carry 125 passengers.

Sir Hugh Allan and the St Lawrence

The Allan Line had originated as far back as 1819, and been
incorporated in Canada in 1853 as the Montreal Ocean Steamship Company.
From 1855 it had held the mail contract for ocean steamship service between
Montreal, Quebec and Liverpool. Between 1873 and 1889, Sir Hugh Allan, the
head of the family in Canada, also operated several steamers between
Montreal, Quebec and the Lower St Lawrence.

Allan's local ships were mainly sidewheel tow boats, used to assist not
only Allan Line ocean liners but also sailing ships and barges in the river. But
as they were designed for use as tenders, they were also well enough fitted
out to carry a few passengers up or down the St Lawrence, including the odd
prince or newlywed.

The best-known were the 252-ton Meteor and 386-ton Rocket, both
built at Sorel in 1866. The Rocket managed to ram and sink Montreal
Harbour Commissioners' little 125-ton Richelieu on October 22, 1878, off
Cap-de-la-Madeleine, but otherwise they plied their trade without much
publicity. These jacks of all trades later became passenger ships on the Great
Lakes. Other investments were also made in coastal ships that were either
chartered to other operators or run for Allan's own account.

Sir Hugh had interests in several different St Lawrence shipping
concerns and was not reluctant to play one off against another. He held
shares in both the Canadian Navigation Co and La Compagnie du Richelieu
and after their merger into Richelieu & Ontario in 1875, he became its
president, a position he held until Louis Senécal succeeded him in February
1882.

The "Newfoundland”

The Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Company had tried sporadically to
start a line between St Lawrence ports and Newfoundland, and finally landed
a contract with the Newfoundland Government to do so. For this, it ordered a
wooden steamship to be built in Quebec. Wooden hulls were favoured for
working in winter ice. Construction of the ship was reported in Quebec's
"Morning Chronicle" on July 11, 1872: -

Mr P Baldwin is now building, at his shipyard, Hare Point, for this
company, a steamship of the following dimensions:- 200' keel, 29'6"
beam, 23' depth of hold... The vessel will be built of hardwood
throughout ... with every appliance that can give strength, as the
vessel is intended to navigate between Halifax and St John's, Nfld, in



the winter months, and between Montreal, Quebec and St John's
during the season of navigation. The space between the main and spar
decks will be fitted up with neat and commodious cabins for first and
second-class passengers... It is expected the vessel with be completed
about 15th November. With this steamer and the s.s. Pictou the
company will be able to run a fortnightly line between Montreal,
Quebec, Pictou and St John's Nfld.

Peter Baldwin, in whose yard the new ship was built, would some
fifteen years later join the Quebec Steamship Company as its superintendent
in New York. Launched on November 2, the 919-ton Newfoundland
proceeded under sail to England, where her machinery was to be installed.

The "Pictou” and "Hadji"

The second ship acquired for the Newfoundland trade, the 757-ton
Pictou, was purchased in February 1872, around the same time as the
Alhambra, and registered in St John's, Newfoundland. The only Quebec &
Gulf Ports vessel to have been built in the United States, the Pictou had been
launched in New York in 1862 as the Fah-Kee. She had served variously in
the coastal trades and then between New York and Cuba and Mexico, and
had been chartered by the Bermuda Government to run between New York
and Bermuda in 1868 as the first regular steamship connection to New York
for fourteen years. Originally intended for service in China, her original name
had been a Chinese expression for Americans. After the Fah-Kee in 1868, the
Bermuda Government had chartered a series of steamships from different
owners and with her acquisition Quebec & Gulf Ports started to take an
interest in this service.

On July 4, 1872, the Pictou brought to Quebec 119 passengers and
crew of the 1,271-ton British liner Adalia, which had left London on June 5
and been wrecked on St Paul's Island in the Gulf of St Lawrence on June 26.
The Pictou had left her namesake port on her rescue mission to St Paul's
Island on June 29. In an advertisement first run on July 10, 1872, and was
still running in September in the Quebec "Morning Chronicle" the company
was now advertising service to Newfoundland as well: -

The Quebec and Gulf Ports Steamship Company

Steam communication between Montreal, Quebec, Father Point,
Gaspé, Percé, Paspébiac, Dalhousie, Chatham, Newcastle, Shediac,
Charlottetown, Pictou and St John's Nfld and by railway connections
with Saint John NB and Halifax NS.

The steamers of this line, under contract with the Government of the
Dominion of Canada and the Government of Newfoundland, are
intended to sail as noted: -



The steel-built paddle steamers Secret or Miramichi to leave Quebec
and Pictou every Tuesday during the season of navigation, touching at
Father Point, Gaspé, Percé, Paspébiac, Dalhousie, Chatham, Newcastle
and Shediac, on the up and down trips.

The screw steamers Georgia or Alhambra to leave Montreal Thursday,
23rd July at four o'clock pm, and every alternate Tuesday, touching at
Quebec, Shediac, Charlottetown and Pictou, leaving Pictou for St
John's Nfld on Tuesday, 30th July, at 2 pm and every alternative
Tuesday.

The steamships Flamborough and Pictou to run regularly during the
season between Pictou, Quebec and Montreal, touching at Shediac and
Charlottetown on the down trips, as business may offer.

For freight or passage, apply to W H Howland, Toronto; Geo Heubach,
Montreal; or, W Moore, Manager.

Before an engine could be installed in the Newfoundland, the
Newfoundland Government withdrew the contract on account of the poor
performance of the ships that were assigned to the run. The Newfoundland
was then sold in April 1873 to James & Alexander Allan of the Allan Line, who
installed an engine and brought her back to Canada for their own service
between Halifax and St John's. She ran successfully for twenty years before
being sold in 1893 to J A Farquhar & Co of Halifax, with a minority interest
held by Harvey & Co of St John's, merchants who had originally arrived from
Bermuda.

With Capt James Farquhar as master for much of this time, the
Newfoundland served another twenty years as a freighter by summer and a
sealer by winter before moving to Newfoundland registry under the
ownership of A Harvey & Co in 1904.

Ten years after that, a disaster would see 78 of the 189 men on board
freeze to death on March 31, 1914, when out on the ice during the annual
seal hunt in the Gulf of St Lawrence, they were cut off from their ship by
storms. This story is told in Cassie Brown's "Death on the Ice: the Great
Newfoundland Sealing Disaster of 1914."

Meanwhile, joining the Montreal-Pictou service on May 23, 1873, was
the Sunderland-built 1,032-ton Hadji. She later ran south to the West Indies,
including a period on charter to the Ward Line in 1876-77, while they were
building their own ships to run between New York and Cuba. The Hadji was
fitted for 100 first-class and 100 steerage passengers.

Soon, the line was describing its service in American magazines as the
"unrivalled tourist route between Montreal, Quebec, Lower Ports on the Gulf



of St. Lawrence, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island and Pictou, Nova
Scotia," and indeed on July 26, 1873, an advertisement in the Halifax
"Morning Chronicle" listed a substantial fleet, but with no more mention of
Newfoundland: -

The Quebec and Gulf Ports Steamship Company

Royal Mail Line between Pictou, P E Island, New Brunswick, Quebec
and Montreal, touching at the Intermediate Gulf ports.

S.S5. SECret v e Captain Davison
S.S. Miramichi .............. coiiiiiiiiiane, Captain Bacquet
S.5. GEOIGia ..vvvviiniiiiiiii i Captain McKenzie
S.Ss. Alhambra ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiii Captain Angrove
S.Ss. Flamborough ...........cccoiiiiiiiiinnnns Captain Telfer
S.S. HadJi v Captain McKichan
S.S. PICEOU .ovviiiiiiiiiic i i Captain Jack

The above steamers are intended to sail from Pictou, as undernoted,
during the season of navigation: -

The Georgia and the Pictou when specially advertised, for Montreal,
every alternate Friday at 1 pm, say June 27th, July 11th, 25th, &c,
touching at Charlottetown PEI, Shediac, Father Point and Quebec.

The Secret or Miramichi for Quebec, every Tuesday at 7 am, touching
at Shediac, Newcastle, Chatham, Dalhousie, Paspébiac, Percé, Gaspé
and Father Point.

Passengers have the option of going by rail from Halifax, and taking
steamer at Shediac, leaving Halifax by 7:30 am train on Tuesdays; or
via Pictou, leaving Halifax by 11:30 am train on Mondays.

The above powerful and commodious First Class steamships are fitted
up with new and elegant Saloons, Staterooms and Promenade Deck,
and have accommodation which cannot be surpassed for a large
number of passengers.

A saving of ten per cent can be effected by the purchase of Through
Tickets at the agent's office in Halifax, where stateroom can be
secured, and all information obtained.

The freight steamers Alhambra, Flamborough and Hadji will ply
regularly between Pictou and Montreal, carrying freight at low rates.

F D Corbett & Co, Agents, 141 Lower Water St, Halifax

However, the Pictou became one of several ships that Quebec & Gulf



Ports lost in its early years, and Kenneth MacKenzie recounted her early
demise in his fleet list: -

In late November 1873, when it appeared as though the company
would obtain the Bermuda contract, she was sent out of the river in
anticipation of returning to her old stamping grounds between New
York and Bermuda. On 18 November, as near as can be judged, she
was utterly destroyed by fire in the vicinity of the Magdalen Islands.
Twenty-nine lives were lost in her, and little or no debris ever came
ashore. Insured for $18,000, her loss was given as $46,000

Ivan S Brookes gave a similar story in his book "The Lower St Lawrence": -

She sailed from Quebec about the 16 November 1873 and was not

heard from again. On the night of the 18th, a fire was seen off the
north coast of Prince Edward Island, but an offshore wind carried the
unfortunate vessel out into the Gulf.

There have been many reports over the years of people seeing a vision
of a burning ship off the coast of Prince Edward Island and while most people
put this down to a natural phenomenon, some of the more superstitious
claim it is the Pictou. This tale eventually made its way into the tourist guides
of the Clarke Steamship Co. The Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co lost
four ships in its first eight years of operation, but the company survived and
was able to replace its losses.

Quebec & Gulf Ports and the "Bermuda Ferry"

Anticipating that the new railway would soon take the lion's share of
the river trade, the Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co, had begun looking to
expand beyond the Gulf of St Lawrence in order to find future employment
for its ships. In 1873, it won the contract to operate what came to be called
the "Bermuda Ferry" between New York and Hamilton, Bermuda. This service
dated to 1868, when the Bermuda Government had formed the Bermuda
Steam Navigation Company and chartered the American steamer Fah-Kee,
which had arrived in Hamilton for the first time that September. This was the
ship that became Quebec & Gulf Ports' Pictou.

With the help of the Outerbridge family, who had arrived in Bermuda
in 1619, the Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co managed to obtain a
long-term contract for this service. Colonial inks were interesting as yet
another branch of the Outerbridge family, in Newfoundland, together with
the Harvey family, controlled A Harvey & Co.

Starting in 1874, with A E Outerbridge & Company as its New York
agent, Quebec & Gulf Ports began regular service on the 697-mile route
between New York and Bermuda, with its 692-ton Canima arriving in



Hamilton on her maiden voyage on January 21. The fare was $30 one-way or
$50 round trip and initially, Stevenson & Leve of Quebec were appointed as
agents in Boston, Montreal and Toronto while Trott & Cox, who had acted for
the Fah-Kee and other ships that had followed her, were appointed in
Bermuda. Although Samuel Cunard had operated a service between Halifax
and Bermuda since 1833, this was the first regular connection with New
York.

The Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co was soon busy publicizing its
new New York-Bermuda service. Its first advertising piece, an illustrated
twenty-page brochure, featured a reprint of a seventeen-page article on the
Bermuda Islands that appeared in "Harpers Magazine" in March 1874, just
weeks after service began. This same article of course gave full details of the
new steamship service and its schedules, as this was the first time that North
Americans had been able to travel to Bermuda with such ease.

The Canima was joined by the 1,284-ton Bermuda, the company's first
newbuilding. Able to carry 60 first-class passengers and 1,600 tons of cargo,
the Bermuda operated on the Montreal-Pictou route in 1875, the year before
the opening of the Intercolonial Railway, and again in 1876, along with the
Miramichi and the Secret, and "during the season of pleasure travel," the
Alhambra and Hadji, which like the Bermuda had been built on the Clyde. It
had been intended to give the Bermuda the name St Lawrence but she was
assigned to the new route instead, while the Miramichi and other ships would
carry on in Canada. As Bermuda's high season was then the winter, Quebec
& Gulf Ports probably intended at first to operate her in the St Lawrence
during the open season and to Bermuda by winter, but she was soon trading
quite regularly to Bermuda.

The Montreal & Acadian Line and the Mitchell Line

In 1874 two more Gulf of St Lawrence services were started, one
stemming from the Allan interests and the other by a New Brunswicker.

The Montreal & Acadian Steamship Line, an affiliate of the Allan Line,
opened a service between Montreal, Shediac, Charlottetown and Pictou with
three chartered steamers, the 601-ton Armenia, the 667-ton California and
the 629-ton Columbia, all built in Ontario in 1873.

Three higher-powered former Mediterranean-trading passenger and
cargo ships, the 656-ton sisters Roma, Valetta and Venezia, were acquired
from the Anchor Line of Glasgow late in 1874, and the original trio returned
to their intended trade between Montreal and the Great Lakes. The
replacement ships were registered in Montreal under the name of Hugh
McLennan, a member, along with Andrew Allan, of the Montreal Harbour
Commissioners. McLennan was also president of the Montreal Transportation
Co, with its large fleet of tugs, barges, sailing ships and steamships engaged



in the Great Lakes and St Lawrence grain trade.

Typical of the times, the Roma was reported arriving Halifax on May
19, 1875, after having spent six days in ice in the Gulf of St Lawrence. This
same line operated colliers between Nova Scotia and Quebec for the Allan
Line. The Allans had interests in the Pictou area coal mines, which shipped
their production across a dockat Pictou Landing.

Meanwhile, Peter Mitchell, a native of the Miramichi and former
premier of New Brunswick, who had been named as the first Canadian
Minister of Marine & Fisheries on July 1, 1867, started the Mitchell Steamship
Company in September 1873. Having been involved in shipbuilding in New
Brunswick, in partnership with John Haws from 1853 and from 1861 for his
own account, Mitchell had been involved in building some fifteen ships. He
was also a strong promoter of the Intercolonial Railway, which would run
through his home town. One of Mitchell's original shareholders was Montreal
businessman Donald Smith, later Lord Strathcona.

The Mitchell Line placed two new British-built ships, the 852-ton
Normanton and 817-ton Polino, into the St Lawrence to Maritimes trade. By
winter, they ran between Saint John and Portland, Maine, where they
connected with the Grand Trunk Railway to Montreal. Mitchell was also
interested in the Canadian Pacific Railway, which would eventually reach
Saint John in 1889.

Each of the new lines lost a ship on the South Shore in November
1875, the Mitchell Line's Normanton the victim of a collision off Rimouski on
the 6th and the Montreal & Acadian Line's Roma wrecked at Ile aux Oies on
the 29th, The Venezia lasted four seasons before being wrecked on the Cape
Breton coast on October 21, 1878. Although both lines were affected by the
opening of the rail link to the Maritimes in 1876, the Polino and Valetta would
continue to trade for some years.

The Polino became a regular trader to Newfoundland, reported on May
9, 1881, for example, fighting ice in the Cabot Strait en route from Montreal
to St John's, where she arrived on May 12. Exactly five years later, on May
11, 1886, she was in a very similar situation. Meanwhile, in August 1883, she
carried several lumber merchants from St John's to Bay of Islands, on
Newfoundland's west coast, to look for new sources of timber. In June 1887,
she was reported carrying saloon passengers to Montreal and a decade later,
on May 5, 1897, in St John's, damaged by Gulf ice and unloading general
cargo and roofing supplies. That September she brought in a cargo of sheep
and potatoes from Prince Edward Island.

The Polino ran between Montreal and St John's with calls at
Summerside and Charlottetown, first for the Ross Line and then for Henry
Dobell & Company of Montreal. Together with S Cunard & Company of
Halifax, Dobell had sold coal from the Albion Mines in Pictou County, Nova



Scotia, and in addition to selling alum, soda, potash and china clay, brought
in large quantities of iron pyrites, as well as fish oil, from Newfoundland.
Dobell was also sole agent for Newfoundland for the Adam's Tobacco
Company of Montreal. On the eastern end of her circuit, from Prince Edward
Island to St John's, the Polino's cargoes included potatoes and fresh produce
loaded under deck and cattle on deck. She would survive for many years yet.

The Valetta served for two decades, trading in the Gulf of St Lawrence,
and on the East Coast by winter. She was often reported jammed in ice for
days in a row in the early season in May when trading between Montreal and
St John's. By winter, she traded between Boston, Saint John, Halifax and St
John's, until she was lost in ice about fifty miles off Halifax on April 18, 1894.

The St Lawrence Steam Navigation Company

The year 1874 was a busy one for St Lawrence shipping lines. Not only
had two new lines entered the St Lawrence to Maritimes trade and the
Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co opened its New York-Bermuda service,
but the St Lawrence Tow Boat Co changed its name to the St Lawrence
Steam Navigation Company. As well as owning the Clyde and the Union, it
had purchased two large ex-American steamers, the 1,077-ton Saguenay,
218 by 28 feet, and the 869-ton St Lawrence, 211 by 28 feet, in the autumn
of 1872. The new Saguenay served for a dozen years before burning at
Pointe-au-Pic, on September 24, 1884.

In 1875, the St Lawrence Steam Navigation Co took over the Quebec
& Trois Pistoles Navigation Co, and that season it operated three ships from
Quebec, offering six departures a week. The latest Saguenay left on
Tuesdays and Fridays for Chicoutimi and Ha! Ha! Bay, by way of
Baie-St-Paul, Les Eboulements, Murray Bay, Riviere-du-Loup and Tadoussac
and the Union on Wednesdays and Saturdays for Ha! Ha! Bay via Murray
Bay, Riviére-du-Loup and Tadoussac. The St Lawrence took a Thursday
sailing on the same route as the Union, and a special Saturday sailing from
Quebec to Murray Bay and Riviere-du-Loup. For a couple of years after her
introduction, the St Lawrence sailed as far downstream as Rimouski, but she
now turned at Riviere-du-Loup.

The "Allan Line Illustrated Tourists' Guide to Canada and the United
States" for 1880 summarized the Saguenay cruise for its own passengers in
two quick paragraphs: -

Excursion to the Saguenay - The steamer leaves Quebec in the
morning. Below Orleans island, the St. Lawrence is never less than 10
miles wide, and its water salt. At Grosse Isle - (24 miles) is quarantine
station for immigrants. Then follow Crane, Goose, and other islands.
Steamer stops first at Murray Bay (Malbaie, 90 miles) and then crosses
over to Riviere-du-Loup or Fraserville, where she remains during the



night, the passengers sleeping on board.

Early in the morning she crosses over to Tadousac (20 miles), at the
mouth of Saguenay, and proceeds for 60 miles up that remarkable
river, which runs through a cleft in the rocks, with walls rising on
either side perpendicularly to a height of 1500 feet. Among the
remarkable precipices pointed out are Cape Eternity, Trinity Rock, and
Statue Point. At Ha Ha Bay the steamer stops and then returns to
Riviere-du-Loup, which is reached in the evening.

Aside from the stunning views in the Saguenay River, the resort hotel
at Murray Bay and the history of Tadoussac, Riviere-du-Loup was now the
centre of a popular summer resort area. Cacouna, not far downstream, had
many resort hotels and at St Patrick, just upstream, Prime Minister John A
Macdonald had his summer home.

The Arrival of the Intercolonial Railway 1876

On July 1, 1876, the ninth anniversary of Confederation, the
Intercolonial Railway opened from Montreal and Quebec, where it had a
station on the south shore at Lévis, through Riviere-du-Loup and all the way
to Halifax. This event led to significant reductions in waterborne commerce
between St Lawrence ports and the Maritimes, and affected all the lines
operating down the St Lawrence. Having taken over the Nova Scotia Railway
in 1872, the Intercolonial now also controlled the Halifax rail link from Pictou
Landing.

Kenneth MacKenzie, in the October 1983 issue of "Seaports & the
Shipping World," outlined what happened in shipping in 1876 after the ship
losses of 1875 and the opening of the railway in 1876: -

These circumstances severely tested the various companies. However,
all expressed themselves determined to carry on, and indeed their
remaining ships were operated throughout 1876. But regardless of the
fact that the Montreal & Acadian Line added its [931-ton] collier
Acadian and the propellor Columbia, and the s.s. Newfoundland to its
roster the Q&GP SS Co remained dominant.

The Mitchell Line's determination proceeded no further than a
belligerent directors' meeting; the additional ship promised by its
deliberations failed to materialize and it operated only Polino during
1876.

The Montreal Line at least tried harder. Its first advertisements noted
that the ships in its service would be the five as mentioned above
[which included Valetta and Venezia]. Acadian and Newfoundland were
advertised for a weekly Montreal-Newfoundland service, but after one



trip each they appear to have reverted to the coal trade in support of
the Montreal Ocean Steamship Company - the Allan Line - to whom
they really belonged. The other three vessels operated in much the
same way, although on occasion some of them included Newfoundland
in their itinerary, as opportunity offered.

The Q&GP SS Co, on the other hand, showed its faith in the future by
giving its ships extensive refits and adding to their passenger
accommodation during the winter...

Meanwhile, the Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship Co had gained valuable
experience trading from New York, and seeing the writing on the wall, was
planning to move most of its ships in a wholesale reorganization to routes on
the coast.

Quebec's "Morning Chronicle" of July 28, 1876, outlined the
importance of the Quebec & Gulf Ports service, indicating that it had been
operating: -

... Six steamers between Montreal, Quebec and the Gulf Ports, and
capable of carrying each way during the season sixty thousand tons,
carrying bread stuffs and general merchandise down and coal and
other products upward, carrying in the season about 40,000 tons coal
from Pictou ... and being a consumer of about 15,000 tons annually.

That summer, the United States was celebrating its Centennial at
Philadelphia, with the country's first official World's Fair attracting about ten
million visitors. With five steamers operating at the peak of the season,
Quebec & Gulf Ports took advantage of this by offering connecting through
service by a number of different means via Boston and New York and then
the Pennsylvania Railroad to Philadelphia.

But it would not be long before the remaining ship on the run to Pictou
came to be described as "the favourite passenger steamer Miramichi" and, as
Kenneth MacKenzie commented in his private fleet list of the company's
vessels: -

She became the company's stalwart in the St Lawrence, operating
under the terms of the contract until it ran out in 1876. After then she
was the only vessel to operate regularly on behalf of the company in
its home waters. For all this time she was commanded by Capt A
Baquet.

MacKenzie had already summarized the effect the arrival of the
Intercolonial had on the company in an earlier article, in the January 1983
issue of "Seaports & the Shipping World": -

Its supremacy lasted only until 1876, when the Intercolonial Railway



was opened for its full length to Halifax. Then, the Federal
Government, so determined to make this showcase of Confederation
pay, authorized it to charge through rates at a rate so low that the
Quebec & Gulf Ports Steamship service was decimated, and dropped
from a high of seven ships to a lone vessel, the Miramichi, which
maintained a twice-monthly passenger service between Montreal and
Pictou, via way ports.

Although other company ships would trade into the Gulf of St
Lawrence and Quebec from New York, the Miramichi now became its
mainstay ship on the Montreal-Pictou service, which would remain a one-ship
operation for the next forty years. Quebec & Gulf Ports' most important
business by far became its Bermuda and West Indies services from New
York. And although some ships, such as the Flamborough and Alhambra,
briefly ran between Yarmouth, Saint John and New York and other vessels
saw coastal service, Bermuda and the West Indies came to dominate.

The Quebec Steamship Company

In 1880, having changed its whole basis of operation, the Quebec &
Gulf Ports Steamship Co restyled itself as the Quebec Steamship Co. Soon it
introduced two new ships to the New York-Bermuda-West Indies run, both
purpose-built for the company. It was also around this time that the
companyappointed Thomas Cook & Sons as passenger agents, replacing
Stevenson & Leve.

The 1,864-ton Orinoco appeared in 1881, and the 2,162-ton Trinidad
followed in 1885. Bermuda had recently received some excellent publicity
from Samuel Clemens, better known as Mark Twain, which contributed to the
company's ability to build these ships. Five years before taking Belford,
Clarke & Co to courts, Twain had travelled with the Quebec & Gulf Ports
Steamship Co to Bermuda. He had been there ten years before, but his first
1877 return had been in the Bermuda, of the company's "New York &
Bermuda Mail Line."

After this voyage, Twain wrote four articles for "Atlantic Monthly."
Appearing between October 1877 and January 1878, just after his highly
successful "Adventures of Tom Sawyer" had been published, they were
widely read and were repeated in the "Canadian Monthly & National Review."
After taking the night boat down from New Haven, Twain described his
departure on Thursday, May 17, 1877, in the opening of "Some Rambling
Notes of an Idle Excursion": -

The next day, in New York, was a hot one. Still we managed to get
more or less entertainment out of it. Toward the middle of the
afternoon we arrived on board the staunch steamship Bermuda, with
bag and baggage, and hunted for a shady place. It was blazing



summer weather, until we were half-way down the harbor. Then I
buttoned my coat closely; half an hour later I put on a spring overcoat
and buttoned that. As we passed the light-ship I added an ulster and
tied a handkerchief around the collar to hold it snug to my neck. So
rapidly had the summer gone and winter come again?

By nightfall we were far out at sea, with no land in sight. No telegrams
could come here, no letters, no news. This was an uplifting thought. It
was still more uplifting to reflect that the millions of harassed people
on shore behind us were suffering just as usual.

The next day brought us into the midst of the Atlantic solitudes - out
of smoke-colored sounding into fathomless deep blue; no ships visible
anywhere over the wide ocean; no company but Mother Carey's
chickens wheeling, darting, skimming the waves in the sun.

The "chickens" were what sailors had taken to calling storm petrels.
Twain stayed only four days, but he would return with the Quebec Steamship
Co six more times over the next thirty-odd years. He missed no detail, as
Donald Hoffman related in "Mark Twain in Paradise: His Voyages to
Bermuda," published in 2006. "When the Bermuda returned to New York it
carried a cargo of 13,464 boxes of onions, 3,010 barrels of potatoes, and
11,397 boxes and 97 crates of tomatoes."

While Twain's articles on Bermuda had been tremendous for the
islands' tourist business, and for the Quebec Steamship Co, who reprinted
them for their own use, he himself was prone to seasickness. One quotation
the company chose not to use was his famous "Bermuda is a paradise, but
you have to go through Hell to get there." In a much more positive vain, he
also wrote of Bermuda "you may go to Heaven if you want to. I'd druther
stay here."

As to how the Quebec Steamship Co was doing, an interesting report
on the latest annual general meeting of the company appeared in the Quebec
"Daily Telegraph" on April 28, 1882. It quoted some of the results for various
ships for the year ending December 31, 1881: -

From the statements, we made a few notes on the earnings of each
steamship. The Orinoco, which is a first class boat, built quite recently
by the company, earned n the space of about nine months, a gross
revenue of $93,409 , against which, including wages etc, must be
deducted $85,336, leaving a net profit for the shareholders of $8,073.
The next statement which we picked up from the table, refers to the
general account of the steamship Muriel, another good boat as far as
we could learn from those who are in the trade, as underwriters. She
did remarkably well in the service, her gross earnings amounting to
$75,203, expenses $58,435, net profit to the shareholders $16,768.
The shareholders can feel proud of the services of the steamship



Flamborough, because she has netted $41688 of profits out of a gross
revenue of $119,333. Her expenditure amounted to $77,645. The
Hadji's gross earnings were $37,187, expenditures $44,566; loss
$7,379. The Bermuda has a profit of $2,424 to her credit on the 31st
December. Her gross earnings were $71,302, expenditure $64,878.
The Alhambra's gross earnings reached $66,926, expenditure
$64,170; profit $2,756. The Canima's gross earnings reached $56,461,
expenditure $61,165; loss $4,694. The Miramichi earned $36,302
against an expenditure of $28,555; net profit $7,747. The total
revenue from all sources amounted to $102,708 and expenditure to
$79,952, leaving a balance to go to the credit of profit and loss of
$22,776. Since this statement was made up, the loss of the Bahama
has occurred, which will wipe out the profit and about $20,000 of this
year's earnings.

The Miramichi, by now the mainstay on the Montreal to Pictou route,
had done particularly well by producing a profit of 21% on revenues. The
Bahama, on the other hand, a 1,238-ton steamer purchased in 1869, was
lost on February 11, 1882, after leaving San Juan for New York and getting
caught in a gale. Twenty of those on board perished. A year earlier, the
Hadji, on a voyage on the same route, had had to jettison cargo in heavy
weather. Indeed, the Hadji too was lost, when she was wrecked on a shoal
off Yarmouth on August 25, 1881, perhaps why she had lost money that
year.

By 1888-89, the Quebec Steamship Co's "Bermuda & West Indies"
schedule was advertising weekly winter sailings. A departure by one of the
two ships from New York's Pier 47 every Thursday, would arrive in Bermuda
on Sunday, and the line's schedules beckoned tourists: -

For a delightful winter excursion, the trip to Bermuda has not its equal.
A short, refreshing ocean sail in one of these strong and elegantly
equipped steamers will transpose you from the rigid and unpleasant
winter weather to the balmy clime of the southern seas, to an island
famed for its scenery and clad in the freshest verdure of spring.

Bermuda was developing a sterling reputation as a warm weather
resort for northerners, especially after the Princess Hotel opened in Hamilton
on January 1, 1885. This Bermuda institution, the work of Harley Trott, of
Trott & Cox, Quebec Steamship Co's Bermuda agent, would one day feature
a bronze statue of Mark Twain in its lobby. The hotel was named after
Princess Louise, fourth daughter of Queen Victoria and wife of the Marquess
of Lorne, Governor-General of Canada from 1878 to 1883, after she visited
Bermuda in 1883. In another connection with Bermuda, the
Governor-General and Princess Louise received Mark Twain on her return to
Ottawa that May.

Princess Louise has a connection with Quebec as well, as she had laid



the tablet stone for the building of that port's Princess Louise Docks on July
29, 1880, a project that took ten years to complete. Probably the best-known
part of this development is called the Louise Basin, or Bassin Louise. In 1890,
the Quebec "Morning Chronicle" published a guide entitled "The Port of
Quebec," in which it outlined the services of the Quebec Steamship Co as
they had now developed: -

The s.s. Miramichi, of the Quebec Steamship Company, is a regular
liner between Quebec and Prince Edward Island, calling at Father
Point, Gaspé, Mal-Bay, Percé, Summerside, Charlottetown and Pictou.
This steamer does a very large freight and passenger business, and
has excellent accommodation for tourists and others. The careful
management of this company, which is entirely a Quebec concern,
enables it to successfully maintain excellent lines of steamships
between New York and Bermuda, and New York and the Windward
West Indies. The lines worked by the company and the steamers that
perform the service are as follows: -

New York and Bermuda Royal Mail Line
s.s. Trinidad, 2,162 tons
s.s. Orinoco, 1,864 tons

New York and Windward West Indies Line
s.s. Caribbée, 2,007 tons

s.s. Bermuda, 1,284 tons

s.s. Muriel, 1,232 tons

s.s. Flamborough, 993 tons

Montreal, Quebec and Maritime Provinces Line
s.s. Miramichi, 727 tons

This Quebec-based company, formed under a statute of Canada,
operating ships with masters from Quebec and Nova Scotia and Canadian
crews, had now become the established operator of the "Bermuda Ferry."
This was perhaps logical, as both Bermuda and Canada fell within the British
realm. The Royal Navy's North America & West Indies Station included all of
Canada, Newfoundland, Bermuda and the British West Indies in its purview
while British regiments typically did colonial tours that included three
postings, with ships carrying regiments of nine hundred men to two-year
assignments in each of Bermuda and Halifax, then a third in Barbados, St
Lucia or Jamaica. That a Canadian company should have been succeeded
over American competitors was only natural in these circumstances.

The Black Diamond Steamship Company

In November 1881, Kingman, Brown & Company, as agent for the
International Coal Company of Nova Scotia, had formed the Black Diamond



Steamship Company of Montreal Ltd, with a capital of $300,000. Founded
five years after the opening of the Intercolonial Railway, the intent was to
carry coal from the Cape Breton mines to markets in Montreal, Quebec, the
Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland. Being a bulk cargo moving in large
volumes, coal could still be transported economically by water, and would
constitute a hefty proportion of the tonnage moved in the St Lawrence for
decades to come. President of the Black Diamond Steamship Line, as well as
the International Coal Co, was Hugh McLennan of the Montreal
Transportation Co, who had also previously been involved with the Montreal
& Acadian Line.

Chartering was popular for cargoes of coal, but the Black Diamond Line
also purchased ships for its own account. William Doxford & Sons of
Sunderland, England delivered its first new passenger and cargo ship, the
1,063-ton Coban, in 1882.

In her second season, leaving St John's for Montreal on November 3,
1883, the Coban managed to hit the pier of A Harvey & Co, where she had
been berthed. In the process, she damaged both shed and dock, knocking
about 700 casks of butter into the water, but was able to depart as small
boats salvaged the butter from the harbour. Although the Coban proved to
be a reliable ship, a much more serious accident would befall her many years
later, when on May 3, 1903, a coal gas explosion killed three of those on
board off the New Brunswick coast, whilst en route from St John's to
Montreal.

Six months after the St John's butter incident, on May 12, 1884, the
"North Sydney Advocate" announced another ship, with the heading "New
Steamer": -

The Black Diamond Steamship Line (whose stock is principally held in
Montreal, St John's, Newfoundland and Liverpool) are building a large
new steamer, the Bonavista which with the Coban, will run regularly
next season between St John's, Newfoundland and Montreal, touching
at Sydney, Strait of Canso, Pictou and Charlottetown. The Coban,
which sailed last year between the same points, touching only at
Sydney, succeeded so admirably, both as to the passenger and freight
traffic, that the company have concluded to extend their operations.
Pictou will thus have one boat a week each way, which should have a
favourable effect upon the trade of the port, and should induce Pictou
farmers to compete with those of Antigonish for a share of profitable
Newfoundland trade. The Bonavista will be commanded by Capt D
Henderson of Pictou.

The 1,313-ton Bonavista, licensed to carry 150 passengers, had been
ordered through the company's UK agents, Radcliffe & Brown of Liverpool,
and delivered by Wigham, Richardson & Co at Newcastle upon Tyne in 1884.
The Black Diamond Line brochure for that year announced: -



The magnificent new iron steamships Bonavista and Coban are British
built, full powered, and of the highest class, specially fitted for the
passenger trade in the Gulf of St Lawrence, having elegant saloons,
handsome state rooms, ladies cabin, smoking room, bath rooms with
hot and cold water, and carrying experienced stewardess...

This route offers to the traveller, either in business or in pleasure, an
interesting and picturesque journey, enlivened by the beautiful and
varied scenery of the River and Gulf.

These were followed by two more ships, the 1,451-ton Cacouna, also
from Wigham, Richardson & Co, in 1884, and the 1,764-ton Cape Breton,
which was added to the fleet in 1890.

Although the Black Diamond Line had been formed to carry coal from
the "Lower Ports" of Sydney and Glace Bay to Montreal and Quebec, the
Bonavista and Coban were built with the regular passenger and cargo trade
between Montreal, Charlottetown, Pictou and St John's in mind as well. The
usual procedure at Montreal was to go to the coal docks for discharge and
then shift to a general cargo berth to clean ship before boarding passengers
for the return trip to St John's. The Bonavista made unfortunate news in her
second season, however, when on October 27, 1885, while en route from
Montreal to St John's, a young girl with smallpox and her mother had to be
landed at Pictou, as did the Cacouna in her third season, when she spent ten
days jammed in ice off Sydney in May 1887 before returning to port with
damage to her bow.

On the other hand, the line's summer sailings from Montreal were soon
featuring in Summer Tours by the Canadian Pacific Railway. For example, in
its 1889 guide, should a trip down the St Lawrence be decided upon, the
following dates were given for the Black Diamond Line: -

Black Diamond Steamship Line. For Gulf Ports, depart early morning of
June 1st, 13th and 25th, July 4th, 6th, 19th and 25th and about every
ten days thereafter. Passengers should board steamer night prior to
sailing

While the Quebec Steamship Co served Gaspé and the Black Diamond
Line Sydney and St John's, both served Charlottetown and Pictou, so
businessmen like Donald Smith, who owned a rather large summer home at
Pictou, now had a choice between the Black Diamond Line, in which he later
owned shares, and the Quebec Steamship Co to travel between Pictou and
Montreal.

Rail service to Halifax was much improved in November 1887 when
the Intercolonial Railway opened a direct line into Pictou and it was no longer
necessary to connect to the railway by taking the ferry across to Pictou



Landing. On the other hand, the Black Diamond Line stopped serving Pictou
at the close of the 1887 season

The Holliday Brothers and Davie's "Lord Stanley"

In September 1886, the Government steamer Napoleon III was
assigned somewhat different duties when she was sent to evacuate two
hundred impoverished North Shore settlers from the coast between
Pointe-aux-Esquimaux and Natashquan after the failure of the local fishery.
Meanwhile, the Holliday Brothers - James, Willie and Malcolm - of Quebec,
had acquired salmon rights on much of the coast and carried on.

At Quebec, 1889 saw the introduction of the new 276-ton salvage
steamer Lord Stanley, built in Glasgow for George T Davie & Sons of Lévis.
Several times each season, she was chartered by Holliday Brothers to collect
fish from various outposts on the Lower North Shore, particularly between
Godbout, Moisie and Riviere-St-Jean.

The Holliday Brothers would use the Lord Stanley every summer for
the next dozen years, until 1901, when she was sold to the Department of
Marine & Fisheries and the Hollidays went on to form their own shipping line.
George T Davie replaced her in 1902 with the larger 495-ton Lord
Strathcona, a vessel that was taken over by Canadian Pacific in 1914, and its
new Quebec Salvage & Wrecking Co Ltd.

In addition to the Holliday Brothers' own salmon fishery on the
Moisie, they now let out certain leases in their own territory. Salmon fishing
had become very popular as a sport, and by the 1890s clubs existed not only
on Holliday Brothers' Moisie, but also on the Godbout, Mingan, Natashaquan,
Romaine and St Jean Rivers, as well as on the Ste Marguerite, a tributary of
the Saguenay, the Restigouche on the south shore below Quebec and the
Cascapedia in Gaspé. Wealthy clubs of anglers from New York, Boston and
the Midwest, as well as from Quebec and Montreal, now paid tens of
thousands of dollars per year to have exclusive rights to the sports fishing on
these streams.

A Bigger Ship for the Saguenay

The year 1890 saw a much larger ship sailing to the Saguenay when
Richelieu & Ontario transferred its 2,010-ton Canada, 268 x 58 feet, to the
route. The Saguenay ships sailed from Quebec, along the north shore to
Baie-St-Paul, Les Eboulements, St-Irenée and Murray Bay, then over to
Riviere-du-Loup and back to Tadoussac, from where they steamed up the
Saguenay River to Ha! Ha! Bay and Chicoutimi, where they turned. R&QO's
1890 brochure made the announcement: -



In order to fully meet the requirements of the greatly increased travel
to the far-famed River Saguenay, and afford tourists and the travelling
public ample accommodation, the large and comfortable steamer
Canada, Capt Barras, has been put on this route this season, having
large and numerous staterooms, efficient staff of servants, and large
airy dining room, giving passengers all the comforts of a home, and
the full enjoyment of a trip unsurpassed for beauty of scenery and wild
and picturesque sights.

The Canada came from the busy Montreal-Quebec line. Built at Sorel in
1866, on a hull prefabricated on the Clyde, her engine had come from the
341-ton Europa of 1854, which in turn had received it from the American
Great Lakes ship Queen of the West of 1851. Licensed to carry 1,200
passengers, the Canada joined the 773-passenger Union, also built in 1866,
on this route, with the Canada taking the Tuesday and Friday sailings and the
Union the Wednesday and Saturday ones. The Union also called at
I'Anse-St-Jean between Tadoussac and Ha! Ha! Bay, and was rebuilt in 1892
to 1,104 tons.

The Plant Line

In 1892, Henry Plant, who also had important steamship operations in
Florida, took over the Boston, Halifax & Prince Edward Island Steam Ship
Line and began working with the Canada Atlantic Steamship Co Ltd. The
former had been operating a Maritimes and Gulf of St Lawrence service
between Boston, Halifax, Port Hawkesbury and Charlottetown with US-flag
ships since 1864, and the latter participated in the trade between Boston and
Halifax under British flag.

The Canada Atlantic Line contributed the 1,738-ton Clyde-built Halifax,
250 by 36 feet, of 1888, which worked the route between Boston and Halifax
together with Plant's 1,611-ton Olivette, built in 1887 for service between
Florida and Havana. The Olivette, first arrived at Halifax in July 1892, but
usually operated in the winter time between Tampa, Key West and Havana,
in connection with Plant's own Atlantic & Gulf Railroad, which had been
opened in 1885 between Jacksonville and Tampa. But the Olivette had
always had profitable year-round employment as before running to Halifax
she had been used in summer service between Boston and Bar Harbor,
Maine.

A new Plant Line was soon incorporated as the Canada Atlantic & Plant
Steamship Line Ltd. The "New York Times" carried the details of the new
Plant Line, as it was generally called, on February 7, 1893: -

Last season, Gen Plant of the Plant Investment Company of New York
put the steamer Olivette on the route between Boston and Halifax, in
conjunction with the Canada Atlantic's steamer Halifax. A meeting of



the shareholders of the Canada Atlantic Company was held today, and
the proposals of the Plant people for acquiring the property of the
Canada Atlantic Company were submitted.

It was agreed to form a combination to be called the Canada Atlantic
and Plant Steamship Company. The capital has been fixed at
$1,000,000. The idea is to employ the steamers in the south in winter,
with the Plant Line connections, when the northern business is dull,
and this find profitable work for them the year round.

Subsequent to the merger, "the magnificent Plant Line s.s. Halifax"
went south in early 1893 to perform three 10-day experimental winter
cruises between Tampa, Nassau and Jamaica, the first leaving Tampa on
February 16 with 89 passengers. This was not this ship's first time in the
south, however, as she had been to Jamaica two years earlier. On April 13,
1891, the "Toronto Daily Mail" had reported the "Canadian steamer Halifax"
bringing "an excursion of 185 Americans from Boston" to Kingston in March.
Those travellers had probably sailed from Florida, but the same report gave
Pickford & Black's Alpha sailing direct to Halifax on April 3 with "a large
contingent of Canadians" on board.

The Plant System's New York headquarters, was soon distributing
timetables headed "Florida, Cuba, Jamaica, Nova Scotia." These cruises
might have continued except that Plant and the Jamaican Government failed
to come to an agreement to manage hotels in Jamaica. Although the Halifax
would return to Florida many times, it was usually in the regular Plant Line
service between Tampa, Key West and Havana.

In 1893, spring service to Canada opened when the Halifax returned
from the south, leaving Boston on April 8, and summer service started on
June 24 with the first sailing of the Olivette. The tri-weekly summer service
then ran between Halifax and Boston, with sailings from each port every
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday and connecting with the Intercolonial
Railway and with the Prince Edward Island Steam Navigation Company
between Halifax and Charlottetown.

The spring of 1894 at Halifax was the worst for ice in over forty years
and the Halifax, along with the Black Diamond Line's Cacouna, Pickford &
Black's Duart Castle and Farquhar's Newfoundland, were all caught up in it
that April. All suffered serious delays while trying to make port, while other
ships were trapped in port by the ice. It was in this ice that the Valetta was
lost on the 19th, although her crew got away. The whole coast of Nova Scotia
from Canso to Halifax was blocked by heavy ice, blown inshore by prevailing
easterly gales that spring.

After a brief time turning at Halifax, the Plant Line's direct sailings into
the Gulf of St Lawrence at Charlottetown recommenced, with the Halifax and
Olivette replacing the Boston, Halifax & Prince Edward Island Line's



wooden-hulled sister ships, the 1,244-ton Carroll and Worcester. These had
been on the run since 1874, prior to which they had run between Baltimore
and Liverpool for the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. The Plant Line now added
the note "No Changes or Transfers" to its timetables. Although they sailed
into the Gulf it was still possible to perform two sailings a week in each
direction. As a US-flag vessel, the Olivette could not carry passengers
between Canadian ports, but only to and from Boston or on continuous round
trips. As this had been the case with the earlier US-flag ships, it was nothing
new, and the introduction of the Halifax, which was eligible to carry Canadian
inter-port passengers, in fact opened up some new trade for the line.

The Plant Line handled not only local trade but also through traffic.
Soon included in its Nova Scotia advertisements, for example, was the
notation "Through tickets issued to New York by Fall River Line and also
railway tickets issued via Boston to Montreal, Ottawa, and points on the
Canadian Pacific Railway."

As the Canadian trade was at its height in the summer and the Havana
trade in the winter, this arrangement was superb. By finding winter work for
the northerner Halifax and summer work for the southern-based Olivette,
both ships were now profitably employed year-round in a way that allowed
them to gain from both peak seasons. Not long after this, on November 19,
1895, the Olivette carried a 20-year-old Winston Churchill from Tampa to
Havana on the event of his first visit to Cuba.

The Halifax, on the other hand, hit the headlines on July 8, 1898,
when she brought 162 survivors of the Compagnie Générale
Transatlantique's 7,395-ton La Bourgogne to Boston from Halifax, where they
had boarded on the 6th. The French liner had left New York on July 2 for Le
Havre and collided on July 4 in dense fog with the 1,554-ton British sailing
ship Cromartyshire about 60 miles south of Sable Island, with the loss of 549
lives among the 506 passengers and 220 crew on board. The Allan Line's
3,613-ton Grecian had rescued the survivors, of whom only 61 were
passengers, and brought them in to Halifax with the Cromartyshire in tow.
Only four months earlier, on March 2, the Halifax had carried 189 steerage
passengers from her sister ship, the 7,087-ton La Champagne, from Halifax
to Boston on their way to New York. After breaking her tailshaft on February
17 and having gone missing for almost a week off Newfoundland, La
Champagne had been towed into Halifax for repairs.

Fraser Steamships

Alexander Fraser & Co moved a new coastal steamship to its Gaspé
run in 1894 in the 305-ton St Olaf, 151 by 22 feet, under Capt P T Lemaistre.
She was brought in as a replacement for the Beaver, which had been
wrecked at Fame Point on the Gaspé coast on September 6, 1893.



The St Olaf had been built in 1882 in Port Glasgow and was purchased
from the famous North of Scotland, Orkney & Shetland Shipping Co Ltd in
1891. Until 1893, she ran for Fraser from Pictou to the Magdalen Islands and
to Cape Breton Island. Once a month, she had also proceeded beyond the
Magdalen Islands to Gaspé or Percé, which meant that she was already a
known quantity in those ports. Another of the Fraser clan, Pictou merchant F
Wyatt Fraser, acted as agent for their services from Pictou.

The Black Diamond Steamship Line

Also in 1893, the Dominion Coal Company was formed in Nova Scotia,
uniting many individual Cape Breton Island coal mines into one entity, with
the Black Diamond Steamship Co to act as its shipping arm. In the same
year, Black Diamond chartered several "turret deck" steamers to carry coal
from Sydney to Montreal and the Great Lakes. The turrets were of a special
design developed by William Doxford & Sons, who had built the Coban, to
make use of a wide hull but give the ship a narrow deck in order to minimize
canal tolls based on deck area. They could carry about 50 per cent more
tonnage than previous colliers and turned around more quickly. That coal
was king can be judged by a report in "The Gazette" on August 29 that same
year that over the previous three days eight ships had arrived in Montreal
with full cargoes of coal consigned to Kingman, Brown & Co.

With the arrival of the turrets, Black Diamonds Bonavista and Coban
continued their scheduled passenger and cargo service between Montreal,
Charlottetown, Sydney and St John's, under the slightly revised name of
Black Diamond Steamship Line, with a sailing every twelve days. But a
typical announcement by Charlottetown agents Peake Brothers & Company in
"The Daily Examiner" on May 18, 1898, showed a part of the business that
was important to Prince Edward Islanders: -

The s.s. Coban, sailing from Montreal, Friday morning, May 20th, will
be due at Charlottetown Monday morning, May 23rd, and will sail for
St John's, Newfoundland, via N Sydney, carrying horses, cattle and
sheep on deck, and produce under deck at lowest possible rates. For
further particulars as to freight or passage, apply to Peake Bros & Co,
Agents.

Harvey & Co acted as Newfoundland agents and, as with previous lines
to St John's, flour also seemed to make up a large part of their cargo.
Indeed, in 1903 the line obtained a booking from the Ogilvie Flour Mills Co
Ltd for 65,000 barrels, to be shipped over two months, the largest booking
ever made in Canada. But passenger numbers were still appreciable.

Meanwhile, on December 20, 1893, as the St Lawrence fleets laid up
for the winter in the Louise Basin, Canadian Pacific opened its famous
Chateau Frontenac in Quebec's upper town. As built, the hotel had 170



rooms, although the original building was expanded greatly over the years,
with the addition of several new wings, and eventually a central tower, which
would one day bring it to over 600 rooms.

Quebec Steamship Co Winter Cruises

In 1894 the Quebec Steamship Co began operating what it called
"Special Cruises" from New York to the Windward Islands of the Caribbean,
which it would now offer every January and February. The usual itinerary
included St Thomas, St Croix, St Kitts, Antigua, Guadeloupe, Dominica,
Martinique, St Lucia, Barbados, St Vincent, Demerara (British Guiana) and,
starting in 1895, Jamaica. The 1895 "Winter Cruises" brochure described
their success: -

During the Winter season 1893-4, the Madiana made a series of
cruises to the West Indies, and during the past summer, the Orinoco
performed a similar service to the Maritime Provinces of Canada. These
cruises were eminently successful in every possible way, and afforded
unbounded satisfaction and pleasure to the participants.

With fares between $130 and $275 per passenger, soon rising to a
minimum of $150, these cruises were for the well off. They were successful
enough, however, that in 1895 the company dedicated three ships, the
3,198-ton Madiana, the Orinoco and the Caribbée, to make one cruise each,
all departing in February. The 1895 brochure elaborated: -

The Quebec Steamship Company's fine steamers Madiana, Orinoco
and Caribbée, which have been selected to carry out these winter
cruises, possess qualifications of the highest order for the service.
Specially designed and built for high-class passenger traffic to the
tropics, every consideration (excepting, of course, that of safety) has
been subordinated to coolness and comfort. The staterooms are lofty
and large, and are principally situated on the saloon deck, with a
number of extra roomy ones on the shade deck. The promenade decks
provide an unusually large amount of free and unimpeded space, a
very important consideration, and are, as well be readily understood,
thoroughly protected by awnings. The grand saloons are large and
elegantly fitted apartments, lighted, as are all the staterooms, with the
electric light; in every detail the steamers selected to make these
cruises are thoroughly well adapted for a pleasure cruise in the tropics.
... The commanders have had many years' experience in these waters,
are well known and popular, and seamen of great experience and
ability.

By 1896, five departures were offered, starting with the Madiana on
January 10, and running through to March 17. Further on, discussing the
service, the company's brochure 1895 brochure added that: -



The cuisine will be of the highest character, and the food provided the
very best the markets afford. This department is in competent hands,
the chief stewards are of French nationality. And have had many years'
experience in the company's service. They will be assisted by a large
and efficient staff, all speaking French as well as English. A competent
stewardess will be carried on each steamer.

Thus did the first Quebec crews become involved in tropical cruising.
The chief steward in the Orinoco, for example, was one G S Bélanger, a good
French-Canadian name. By 1898, the company's fifth cruising season, the
minimum fare rose to $200 and its "Bermuda and Windward Islands" guide
describe the cruises as follows: -

The tour occupying about thirty days, allows from six to twenty-four
hours at each island. The Quebec Steamship Co has recently placed
upon this route the steamers Pretoria, 3,300 tons, and Madiana, 3,080
tons, with a speed of 300 miles per day...

During the coming winter the Quebec Steamship Co will arrange a
number of cruises to the Windward Islands with special inducements to
tourists. The cruises, made during the past few years by the steamers
Madiana and Orinoco were found to be very attractive, and the Quebec
Steamship Co having received a number of letters from passengers in
every way commending the service on the steamers, as well as the
beauty of the trip, they have this year added the large handsome
steamship Pretoria, newly fitted in every way.

These southern cruises by Canadian ships were among the first West
Indies cruises offered from New York, and over the years, further Quebec
Steamship Co vessels would participate in these services as well.

St Lawrence Cruises

Meanwhile, the Orinoco's 1894 cruise from New York to the St
Lawrence had set out for Saint John, Halifax, Charlottetown, Gaspé,
Tadoussac, the Saguenay River and Quebec. It drew many favourable
comments, some of which were contained in letters written to Thomas Cook
& Sons, the Quebec Steamship Co's passenger agents.

Frank E Hodgins of Toronto, for example, wrote: -

The cruise of the s.s. Orinoco has been such a success, that I hope the
venture will be repeated next season. To any one familiar with the

romance which the 16th and 17th centuries have thrown around the St
Lawrence coast, our two weeks were almost too short. ... It is hard to
imagine upon this continent such a union of history and scenery.



With Thomas Cook operating from offices in New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, Chicago and San Francisco, it seems Mr Hodgins ended up being
the only Canadian aboard this first St Lawrence cruise. This was something
that would always be true, as Americans constituted the majority of those
seeking to cruise the Gulf of St Lawrence, escaping the oppressive heat of
summer in their congested cities.

Mr W Vrooman of Parkersburg, West Virginia, wrote with his
appreciation for the calls at Percé and Gaspé: -

I take pleasure in stating that my trip from New York to Quebec per
steamer Orinoco last month was very enjoyable. The courtesy of the
officers of the steamer was marked and highly appreciated, as was
also the politeness and attention shown by your representative. The
scenery grand beyond description. The kindness of Captain Fraser in
stopping the vessel and remaining in the vicinity of the Percé Rock
until long after daylight, thus affording the tourists that magnificent
view, together with the addition to the itinerary of the visit to the
Gaspé, including the very delightful scenery of Gaspé Bay, deserves
special attention.

The 1894 cruise was so successful that the company decided to
schedule the Orinoco for more summer cruises from New York to Quebec in
July and August 1895.

Meanwhile, the company continued to advertise the Miramichi, its
mainstay in the St Lawrence, as its "St Lawrence Line to Maritime Provinces.
Typically, for the season of 1893, for example, it had announced: -

The Steel Steamship Miramichi, 1,000 tons having first-class
accommodation for passengers, will sail from Montreal for Pictou, NS,
calling at Quebec, Father Point, Gaspé, Mal-Bay, Percé, Summerside,

PEI, and Charlottetown, PEI, at 4 pm Monday, 11th June, and every
alternate Monday during the Season of Navigation, sailing from Quebec
the following Tuesdays at 2 pm. At Pictou, the Intercolonial Railway
train is taken for Halifax, whence connections can be made for St
John's, Nfld, Saint John, NB, Portland, Boston and New York.

Such advertisements often now appeared in small print underneath the
company's main offerings for Bermuda and the West Indies, with the
Miramichi now leaving Montreal at 4 pm, as opposed to the 4 am sailing
times that had originally been advertised for the Georgia.

Quebec Steamship Co's "Bermuda Line"

Also in 1894, the Quebec Steamship Co introduced dedicated service



to Bermuda when a newly rebuilt 2,592-ton Trinidad opened a separate New
York-Bermuda shuttle without continuing to the West Indies. Her length
overall had been increased from 270 feet to 320 feet, and she received a
second funnel in the process. The "New York Times" reported on her
conversion, under the heading "Steamship Trinidad Now First Class," on
January 5, 1894: -

The steamer Trinidad of the Quebec Steamship Company, which was
sent to Sunderland, England, several months ago to be rebuilt, arrived
here yesterday. She has been lengthened forty feet, a new
triple-expansion engine has been put in her, and her cabins and
saloons overhauled and renovated. Her general appearance has been
entirely changed, so that she now looks like a miniature Campania.
Two lofty funnels tower above her upper works, and she is now
marked first class at Lloyd's and the Board of Trade. She will be put
into service in the Bermuda trade, and will alternate with the Orinoco.

The 12,950-ton Campania was one of the Cunard Line's crack North
Atlantic liners of the era. When the Quebec Steamship Co purchased the
3,303-ton Pretoria from Britain's Union Line in 1897, it was thought that she
might be put on the Bermuda run, but she was engaged primarily to the
West Indies, and especially on winter cruises from New York. While she did
later call at Bermuda, it was the Trinidad and Orinoco that kept their place as
the regular Bermuda ships.

A Voyage in the "Otter"

In 1895, in the course of writing "Labrador et Anticosti," a book that
was published in 1897, Victor Huard made a voyage from Quebec to the
North Shore in Fraser's Otter. Accompanying the Bishop of Chicoutimi on a
visit to his congregations in the Gulf of St Lawrence, he left a record of his
first day on board: -

Saturday, May 25 - At nine in the morning, all is ready: passengers
and various packages are installed each in their own place on the little
ship. We wait no longer... The whistle blows ... some helpful men let
go the lines that keep the steamer tied to the quay, the engineer lets
the steam play onto the pistons, the propeller starts to turn and the
rudder is given the required direction. All of this, along with the action
of the current, distances us bit by bit from the superb Harbour
Commission docks, and we depart almost majestically from the Louise
Basin and take to the high seas...

Capt O C Bernier, who commands the Otter, is a most obliging
captain... This still-young man has the benefit of having crossed the
equator fourteen times; there isn't a port in North America nor South
America that he hasn't been to. This is enough for him to be classed



among the old men of the sea...

To assist him he has a crew of good men, almost twenty of them, who
arrive every spring from the four points of the compass to go to sea.
Not always the easiest and most agreeable task in the world,
especially in the autumn, when it is infinitely more pleasurable to be at
home, reading one's newspaper close by a good fire, than to be
turning the wheel on the deck of the Otter.

We round Point Lévis, we coast along the green banks of Ile-d'Orléans,
and we pass the pretty parishes of St-Laurent, St-Jean, St-Michel and
a host of others...

The river is calm, the weather is superb. A fiery sun roasts us slowly.
Inside the ship the atmosphere is like a furnace. There is much to be
gained from staying on deck, in the shade of the masts and the
funnel...

Towards evening, some sailors come to lash a dozen barrels of oil that
share the deck with us solidly to the rails. I take from their lack of
cheerfulness a forewarning of what awaits us next... Nevertheless, the
evening is charming. Passengers and crew, in groups here and there,
chat agreeably about the most diverse range of subjects...

All of a sudden, a