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SWP Sees New
Opportunities for

Socialism in U. S.

The new political'situation in the United States was
discussed by the 25th Anniversary Plenum of“the Socialist
Workers Party held Nov. 2-3 in New York City. The

Plenum (full meeting of the Na-
tional Committee) analyzed the
significant. signs of rising mass
dissatisfaction with the Eisen-
hower billionaire government re-
vealed by the recent election
returns. A rounded program of
party activity geared to stepped-
up preparations for the 1954 elec-
tion was adopted. A vigorous cam-
paign o press the SWP proposal
for the formation of an inde-
pendent Labor Party for the 3954
cleetions was launched,

Fariell Dobbs, National Sec-
retary of the SWP, reported on
“The New Political Situation and
the Party - Building Outlook.”
Dobbs is well known in the
American labor movement for his
outstanding work as an organizer
in the famous Minneapolis truck
drivers strike of 1934, Later he
led the drive to organize 250,000
cver-the-road drivers in the mid-
west. e was jJailed by the
Roosevelt administration during
World War 11, along with 17
other leaders of the SWP and
ClO-Teamsters, for his uncom-
promising opposition to capilalist
war, [Te was the party’s candidate
for President in 1948 and 1952,

NEW TRENDS

In his report {o the Plenum,
Dobbs noted the growing mass
political antagonism to the Big
Business administration in Wash-
ingion, the spreading movement
for the 306-hour week with no
reducfion in nay, the reaction of
the farmers to price-declines, the

®
wildeat strikes and the effec-
tiveness of the SWP’s recent
electoral activity.

Tn 1953 the party conducted
.munieipal campaigns in Oakland,
Los Angeles, New York, Detroit
and San Francisco, The total vote
given to the SWP candidates in
these eclections was 29,335, The
campaigns were conducted on a
hard-hitting program of opposi-
tion Lo Wall Street's drive toward
World War 111

“The transition to a general
upsurege of labor may be a
prolonzed process,” Dobbs said.
“But we must be alent to all signs
of shift in the mood and action
of the workers and take full ad-
vantage of all favorable develop-
ments for advancing our proposal
to form an independent Labor
Party.”

Tracing these shifts in the
workers' mood, Dobbs said, *“The
workers already feel the effects
of loss of overtime pay, reduced
work week at reduced pay, mount-
ing lay-offs, high taxes and high
chst-of-living. . . These changes
in Lhe condition of the workers
are expressed in the swing of
voters® away from the Republican
party and Eisenhower.”

Dobbs declared that “these sen-
sitive mass reactions fo the first
signs of depression actually man-
ifest loss of faith in capitalism
altheugh -the workers have not
vel become conscious of this. Our
|job is to_help the toiling masses
develop political class-conscious-

increased frequency of so-called

(Continued on page 3)

WRIGHT WORKERS VOICE
ANGER AT CUT-BACKS

By Tom

PATERSON, N.J. — “Who are they kidding?" said
a young veteran. “The notice said 1400 were getting the
ax and now they’re laying off men who've been on the

Denver

job six months. They must have —

hired five or six thousand in that
time,"

“Yoah,"
s just
there are
Lattle they
only 2000

The two vets were part of a
eroup of 13 employees of one de-
partment of the Wright Aero-
pautical Co. who had just been
handed slips stating very simply
that bhecause lhey were excess
they were being laid off, effective
two days from the date of
notification.

vetoran,
When
in &
were

anotheyr

Lthe army.
casualties
vou there

K 2

saud

like

H000
Lell

“Two days notice,” said a
worker bitterly. “You try quitting
withor! giving them at least two
week's notice and they'll never
hire you back again.”

“Wait'll I go home and lell my
old lady,” said a father of ten
duys. “She'll meet me at the door
with the baby in her arms and
I'll say, well honey, 've been laid
off. T already told her when the
notice wenl up I might not gzet
laid off. Then 1 spoke o the
foreman and he said 1 had nothing
to worry about because {hey want
touch this department.”

“What the Theck does  the
foremiun know ? He might be back
runping a4 machine himself be-
fore this 1= over. When the word
comes down fram the top, you go
— period!"

“WHAT ABOUT HOUSE?”

An ex-navy man’s mind  was
on the future. “If T can’t get
another job in Jersey soon, I'l
go back to my old job in New
York ™

“What ahout the house you
just bought?™ asked an old timer,
touching a sore spol.

“'Posell the damn thing, 1
should get back more than 1 put
in it

“What about the mortgage?”

“T'Iosell that too, whal do you
think "

“Yeah, you better get rvid of
it quick,” =aid the old timer
relentlessly. “The way things are
going the battom is going to drop
out. of houses.”

“What're you talking about?"
snapped the ex-navy man, “What
do you think theyve going to do

“Foreclose. What do you think
they're going to do?”

“You're crazy,'t said the ex-
navy man contemptuousky. “Do
vou think they'll foreclose on a
million ex-Gl's? U'd like to see
that!"

The old timer looked around
the oroup. “You didn't see the
last depression,” he said slowly.

“GET USED TO IT"

“Say, elose that damn window,
it's enld in here,” said a newcomer
walking into the washroom. “Do
vou think I'm one of those bums
that's used to hanging around the
corner in blizzard and all?”

“Well, vou better gel used to
it,” said 1wo or three workers

OP Uses “Spy” Frame-Up
To Smear Democratic Rivals

Many Unions Ask
Thirty-Hour Week
At 40 Hours’ Pay

By Joseph Keller

CI0O  Steelworkers in Canlon,
0., have made the first unemploy-
ment demonstration in this coun-
iry since World War IL. “A scene
reminiccent of depression days'" is
how the Associated Press des-
cribed the Oct. 29 Canton protest
against recent layoffs that have
idled up to 9,000 workers in this
one small industrial area alone.

Theve were only 200 banner-
bearinr parvaders. They marched
before the main office of the
Timken Roller Bearing Co. for
about 10 minutes. But if the
preser’ national rate of layoffs
continues for another year, this
first Little demonstration may be
the advance guard of millions
who will be forced to mareh for
jobs #nd bread.

In the first years of the 1929-
40 depression, the workers \ere
Jargely unorganized. The unions
thin- cezeeined~ themaelvog “listle
with the plight of the unemploy-
ed. Today, the workers are
powerfully organized and look to
their unions immediately when
layoffs hit them. It is symbolic
vhat the Canton workers paraded
to the plant gates directly from
their union meeting, after John
E. Johns, district steel union
director, told them “something
must be done about unemploy-
ment.”

Yes, something must be done
about unemplovment. Tt is one of
the most pressing problems on
which the members will expect
the CIO convention on Nov. 1§
fo act.

The union ranks want their
leaders, first of all, to stop
repeating  the  silly  nonsense
about “talking our way” info a
deprescion. Depressions are a
“built-in" feature of capitalism,
You can't {alk your way into
them — or out of them.

DOCTORED STATISTICS

It important to realize how
extensive the layoffs alveady are.
Government statisties are being
erudely doctored to conceal the
true extent of growing mass un-
emplovment.
Although almost daily layoffs
are being reported from major
industries and industrial areas,

simultaneously,

Layoffs, Political Action

convention opening Nov. 16

of rising unemployment,
union witch hunts and threat of
war and specifically in the 1954
elections ?

Along with this question goes
another: Shall American labor
break with the volicy of sup-
porting the candidates and parties
of the capitalists and build its
own independent labor party — a
party based on the unions and
devoted to putting labor into
political power? .

This is being considered ever
more widely in the unions. Within
recent weeks, for instance, two
influential and conservative lead-
ers of the American Federation

of Labor, George Meany and
Dave Beck, have raised this
question,

Unlike the completely hostile

statements of many union leaders
in the past, Meany and Beck
Now “say théy art not bpposed in
principle  to  American labor
buildiny its own party sometime
in the future, although they still
propose to cling for the present
to the old discredited, corrupt.
Big Dusiness political machines,
particularly the Democrats, Thus,
AFL Pres. George Meany stated
on a recent NBC-TV program:

(Continued on page 3)

WALTER REUTHER

Are Key Issues for CIO

PROPOSAL FOR LABOR PARTY
WIDELY DISCUSSED IN UNIONS

By Art Preis
The most crucial question facing the CIO national

in Cleveland is: What kind

of political action shall labor take in the coming period
anti-&

“] cay this, that if, at some
future date, the American labor
movement feels that it cannot
carry out its objective, that the
pressure is too strong politically
in the legislative halls of the
pation, that it would be necessary
for a new political party. I think
that American labor will go
right down that road as far as it
i necossary and form a political
party but I do not see that as of
now and do not think "t is neces-
sury, as of now.”

Similarly, AFL Teamsters
President Dave Beck diverged so
far from the traditional AFL
leader<hip’s hostility to even the
thought of a labor party as to
state on Oct. 20 that those “who
seek to put the chain of the Taft-
Bartley Act” around labor “will
Uze to see the day when Amer:
fcan labor will follow Edglhnd’s
[example] and tie progress o
political action.” And he had no
doubt thal American labor could
be successful in this endeavor.
“Don’t tell me,” said Beck, “that
a labor movement of 16,000,000
workers ¢an’'l develop a political
machine.”

It is {rue that union leaders
like Meany and Beck oppose the
formation of such a party now.
But. 1t is significant that they
now admit a labor party is a
realistic alternative to the old
poliey of Lieing the unions to the
capitatist “political machines, Un-
doubtedly, they are reflecting an
even more immediate and urgent
desire for a labor party in the
ranks.

What other road can labor
take, if it does not want {o face
total reaction in the mnot distant
future and complete destruetion?
Only a year ago, the Democratic
Party was repudiated, ils promises
having turned out false. The
Republican Party has already
disappointed many who vated for
it in 1952, Before the CIO con-
vention — as before every major
section of organized labor — his-
tory poses the preat task and
grand possibility for setling in

motion now a dynamic¢ crusade
for a wmighty American labor
party.

—

Worried Over GOP Losses

Pres. Eisenhower and Senate Republican leader William F.
Knowland of California at a recent White House conference.
Seeking to reverse anti-Republican trend shown in recent elec-
tions, the Administration and Congressional Republicans have
launched dirty “communist spy” frame-up campaign.

2104;  Compirolior, 3124;
Couneil President, 2356. The

other minor party on the ballot,
the Socialist Labor Party, received
about half that number of votes
for the same offices. The Com-
munis; Parly leader runmng for
District Attorney in Manhattan
under the label, Peoples Rights
Party, received 2,725 votes.
The SWDP vole represents an
increase over the last comparable
election, the 1949 mayoralty con-
test, and over the vote obtained
im New York City in last year's
campign.

The value of the campaign,
however, c¢annot he measured by
the vote. Many who would other-
wise bave cast a “protest” volte
Just stayed away from the polls,
The New York Local considers
the recent campaign the hest in
its history. The message of revo-
lutionary socialism and the name
of the party were put before
more New Yorkers than ever be
fore.

The SWP candidates — David

Socialist Workers Message
Reached Wide N.Y. Audience

NEW YORK — A preliminary count by the Police

Department gives the Socialist Workers Parly the follow-
ing vote in the Nov. 3 municipal elections: for Mayor,

and»

Weiss, Joyee Cowley and Cath-
erine Gratia made 28 radio
and television appearances, more

than . any previous SWP
municipal  campaign, Moreover

the length of time on radio and
TV was much greater than in any

previovs  campaign. Several of
the programs were national
hookups.

Letters  responding  to the

broadensts as well as comments
at foroms, street meetings and
public  meelings by workers
indicated the favorable im-
pression made by the SWP
candidates,

Despite the wileh  hunl  at-
mosphere and the lack of interest
n o the municipal  election, the
SWI' spokesmen found friendly
audiences at the many forums
and  strect corner  rallies  al
which they appeared. At several
forun.: with other candidates, the
SWP spokesmen usually received
the most applause, questions and
contucts.

By George Lavan

I« it true what they say about
Dixie — that things have basically
chang.d there: that you wouldn’t
recognize it today compared with
hefore the war: that Jim Crow
walls  have tumbled or are
tumbling down automatically?

Not by a long shot. Some gains
nive been made — by fightine,
The situation holds promise if the
fight is intensified and extended.
But as yet there has been ne
fundamental change in the poli-
tical, reonomie or social position
of the Negro people in the land
of Jimu Crow.

Tugions Lo the conlrary flow
from (wo sources. [Fist, some
sincere heliovers in equal rights
victims of wishful thinking
nd bolieve that Jim Crow barriers
have heen breached more {han
they  actually  have.  Second,
ecremics  of  full  equality are
spreading the idea that enoush
has heen won by strugele and all
that is now required is to sit hack

ave

and  wait  while changes auto-
matically  and gradually come
ahout,

To vorreet these illusions and

show that the battle is far from
over, a look at the facts is suf-
ficient.,

if you cant meet a pAyment?”

in the South hasn't changed in
any important respect. A new
proof of this has just come from
the National Planning Associa-
ton. It lhas just completed 2
survey on Negro employment in
the upper South covering ap-
proximately 105,000 jobs of which
about 17,000 were held by Ne-
eroes, The outstanding conclusion
of the report is the permanence
of Jim Crow in employment
“througzh fifteen years of depres-
sion, war and cold war.”

Negroes were found fo be
totally excluded from white collar
jobs i all hut Negro-owned
businesses. Despite all war-time
labor shortages no Negroes be-
came filing clerks or stenograph-
ers in white-operated concerns
covered by this study. In only
three of the 108 companies
studied were Negroes found in
supervisory jobs, but in no case
did they work over whites in the
chain  of command. The race
ceiling on job classifications still
helds Negro workers down.

This survey of Negro employ-
ment in the upper South is, of
course, o valid picture of {he deep
South as well.

Some social gains have been
made — by dint of hard fighting

Diserimination in employment

Harry T. Moore. But only outl-
posts of the Jim Crow fortress
have been taken, the sinister walls
still remain unbreached. Weekly
the press reports its shameful
quola of bombings of Negro
iomes on Cairo Street in Atlunta;
of Negroes arrested on Fiorida
busses: of police brutality in every
city and town. In Baltimore
Marian  Anderson, the famous
soprano, iz prevented from singing
in the Lyric Theatre. In Memphis
#nd Birmingham the authorities
prevent white members of Jackie
Robinson's All-Star baseball team
from playing éxhibition games
with their Negro teammates,

TERROR CONTINUES

One case alone, thal of Wil-
liam E. Fikes in Selma, Alabama,
shows that the Scolishoro ¢ra has
not ended in the South. Fikes, a
24-year old father of four, was
accused of rape. Over 30 while
families from mnearby Marion
where Fikes lives and works, as
a filling station attendant, testifi-
ed that he was in Marion at the
time of the crime. The all-white
jury mnevertheless sentenced hinr
lo 99 vears in prison. And the
prosecution, bitter at this “light”
sentence, sought to re-indict

and the blood of martyrs like

Fikes on a charge of night-time

Jim Crow System in South Is Sti

burglary, which is a capital crime
for Ncgroes in Alabama.

Those who might grant that
the ecunomic and social position
of the Negro in the South hasn’t
chang=d as much as propagandists
make oul, point with certainty to
the political field. Here, lo be
sure, important victories have
heen won. The dogged work of
Negro citizens committees and
some mmons has greatly inereased
the number of Negro voters in
elections. In North Carolina for
the first time since Recoystrue-
tion, Negroes have been elecled
to some municipal offices. This is
one  of the most promising
aevelopments in the South. But
it is far from complete. Negro
voling is still tervibly low. In
many districts it is worth his life
for a2 Negro ta attempl to
vegister In North Carolina itself,
Negro sharecroppers fear losing
contracts or being cheated of
their crops if they dare vote.
Thus much organizing, sacrificing
and fichting remains to be done.

But aside from municipal poli-
tics the Negro people have not
registered any notable political
gain, Indeed their enemies are
more pawerfully entrenched than
ever ‘n the state capitols and in
Washington. The Dixiecrats are

| Riding

reaping the rewards of their bold

independent  policy. Eisenhower
woos Lhem assiduously — for
instunce  the appointment.  of

Governoy Byrnes of South Caro-
lina to the UN — in the hope of
winnine them over to the Ropub-
lican Party or at least keeping
them mdependent of the Demo-
crats. Conversely the Democratic
national leaders are frying fo win
them back with even bigger
promises. This means Jjunking
whatevey *‘liheralism” exists in
the Democratic Party in the
South.

APPEASE TALMADGE

The Nov. 9 issue of the liberal
New Republic carvies a full-page
fament. from Southern liberal
over the treason of Adlai Steven-
zon et the top Democralic com-
mund (o Southern liberalism. On
Nov. 24 Stevenson will make a
eood-will visit to Governor Tal-
madee of Georgia, arch foe of
the Negro people and of labor,
The visit is an obvious move {o
solidify  relations between the
Norvthern leaders of the Demo-
eratic Party and the Dixiecrat
olements with the Negroes
and liperals in the Democratic
Party of the South being thrown
Lo the wolves.

@S
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This greatly strengthens Lhe
hand of Talmadge, Byrnes el al
in the segregated school fight.
So {a~ they have attempted to

intimidate  the  Supreme  Court
againet a4 ruling  against Jim
Crow  cducation  and  have

threatened to evade such a ruling

if it is made.
Old - time slaveholdey Andrew
Jackson once =necred when the

Supreme Court handed down an
opinion listiked by the aggres-
sive s:aveocracy: “The Supreme
Court has made its decision, now
fel it enforee 1t."” This will be the
motto of the racists in the South,
now fthat they have a deal with
leaders of both the Republican
and  Democratic Pivties, If the
Supreme Conrt daves rule against
Jim Crow schools the rulers of
the Soeth will simply ignove and
evade it, and Washmgton
whether the Republicans or Demo-
cruls are in power — won't in-
terfere.

Thus while some gains in (he
South have been made. the Jim
Crow wall aren’t tumbling down
of themselves. They won't tumble
or crumble automatically and the
process could be reversed. There’s
2 lot of batlering and lighting to
be done yet.

TWitﬁm—Hum

Now Turns
On Truman

NOV. 11 — Two facts stand
out from the sensational charges
lodged against ex-P’resident Tru-
man by Attorney General Browe-
nell last week: 1. The Democrats
are today prime largets of the
witch hunt that they themselves
started. 2. The anti-Republican
trend shown in the Nov. 3 elec-
tions has won strong support in
the Eisenhower administration
for a campaign to go all-out in
unrestrained redbaiting smears
and “spy” frameups against the
Democrats as a means of staving
off defeat in the 1954 elections.

The spectacle of Truman geiting
a subpoena from the House Un-

American  Activities Committee
fully  confirms  ‘The Militant’s
1947 prediction that the witch

nunt Jaunched against radicals by
the Democrats would eventually
be use! (o vietimize the Demo-
crats too. Tt was the Democrats
who introduced the Smith Aect,
the *“loyalty” purges, the “sube
versive” list and jail sentences
for “perjury” and “conspiracy.”
[t was the ‘Democrats who c¢reated
the political atmosphere in which
MeGorthvism thrives,

Brownell and McCarthy can
thank the Democrats for setting
the precedents for the present
attack on Truman. Guilt by asso-
ciation, trial by headline, the
assuniption that the aceused was
guilty if he couldn’t prove himself
inmocent, the use of vindictive
and perjured witnesses — any-
thing went if it served the im-
mediate  political needs of the
Democrats in power. Now they
are getting a dose of their own
medicine.

THE ACCUSATION

Accusation against Truman was
that he “knowingly’” promoted a
zovernment official after learn-
ing in December 1945, and early
1946 that he was a Soviel “spy.”
The accusation is false, slanderous
and a frameup, for the following
reasons:

Al that time Lthe only “evidence”
againrt the official, Harry Dexter

Wihite  was  the unsupported
testimony of Elizubeth Bentley,
a  renegade Stalinist who has

made a profitable career out of
accusations to the FBI. Bentley
never even claimed she knew
White; in fact, she admitted she
had never secen him; but she
said fhe was “sure” he was a
member of a ring supplying her
with government data.

This wus the only adverse “in-
formation” then in the hands of
the FBI, and this was all that
the FP1 report allegedly sent to
the White House could have con-
fained.

In an effort to confirm Bentley’s
claims, the FBI put 500 different
agents on White's tail during the
next. year, and Bentley, acting on
FRI orders, tried to resume con-
tact with her former associates
with the aim of trapping White.

NO INDICTMENT

Bul cevidently nothing more was
brought to light. Because in
1948, the case was taken fo a
grand jury, which heard both
Beniley and White, and then
refused to indict him. This was
the same grand jury that indicted
12 Stalinisis under the Smith
Act.

White died of a heart altack in
1948, after a grilling before the
Housz Un-American Committee,
at which the chairman repeatedly
refused his requesls for hourly

recesses because of his heart
condition,
Two years later Whittaker

Chambers, another renegade Stal-
mist, tried to implicate White ag
a “source” of material for a spy
ving, but admitted he knew White
never helonged to the Communist
Party and was not undes its dist
cipline,

Thus the facts in the case
flatly disprove the charge that
Traman “knew" White was a spy
when he promoted him., Trie

(Continued on page 4)
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A Letter to Trotskyists Throughout the World

From the 25th Anniversary Plenum of the National Committee of the Socialist Workers Party

To All Trotskyists:
Dear Comrades:

On the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the founding of the Trotskyist
movement in the United States,
the Plenum of the National Com-
mittee of the Socialist Workers
Party sends its revolutionary so-
cialist greetings to orthodox
Trotskyists throughout the world.

Although the Socialist Workers
Party, because of undemocratic
laws passed byethe Democrats
and Republicans, is no longer
affiliated to the Tourth Inter-
national — the World Party of
Socialist Revolution founded by
Leon Trotsky to carry on and
fulfill the program betrayed by
the Second International of the
Social Democrats and the Third
International of the Stalinists —
we take interest in the welfare
of the world - wide organization
created under the guidance of our
martyred leader.

As i= well known, the pioneer
American Trotskyists 25 years
ago brought the program of
Trotsky, suppressed by the
Kremlin, to the attention of world
public opinion. This act proved
decisive in breaching the isola-
tion imposed by the Stalinist
Lureaveracy on Trotsky and in
laying the foundation for the
Fourth International. With his
exile shortly thereafter, Trotsky
began an intimate and trusted
collaboration with the leadership
of the SWP that lasted to the
day of his death.

The collaboration included joint
efforts to organize revolutionary
socialist parties in & number of
countries, This culminated, as you
know, in the launching of the
Fourth International in 1938. The
Transgitional Program, which re-
maing the keystone of today's
program of the world Trotskyist
movement, was written by Trot-
sky in collaboration with the
leaders+of the SWP and at his
request wag submitted by them
for adoption at the founding
Congress,

The intimaey and thoroughness:

of the collaboration between Trot-
¢ky and the leadership of the

ol orthodox Trotskyist principles
ir 1939-40 against the Petty-
Bourzeois Opposition headed by
Burnham and Shachtman. That
record has had profound influence
in shaping the Fourth Interna-
tional in the past 13 years.

Aftey the murder of Trotsky
by an agent of Stalin’s secret
police, the SWP took the lead in
defending and advocating lhis
teachings, We took the lead not
from choice but from necessity
— the seeond world war forced
the orthodox Trotskyists under-
aground in many countries, es-
pecially in  Europe under the
Nazis. Together with Trotskyists
n Latin America, Canada, Eng-
land, Ceylon, India, Australia and
elsewhere we did what we could
to uphold the bauner of orthodox
Trotskyism through the difficult
war years,

With the end of the war, we
were gratified at the appearance
in Europe of Trotskyists from the
underground who undertook the
organizational reconstitution of
the Fourth International. Since
we wore barred from belonging
to the Fourth International by
reactionary laws, we placed all
the greater hope in the emergence
of a leaderghip capable of con-
tinuing the great tradition
bequeathed to our world move-
ment by Trotsky. We felt that
the young new leadership of the
Fourth Intermational in Europe
must he given full confidence and
support, When self-corrections of
cerious errors were made on the
initiative of the comrades them-
selves, we felt that our course
was proving justified.

However, we must now admit
that 1 ¢ very freedom from sharp
criticism which we together with
others accorded this leadership
helped open the way for the con-
solidation  of an  uncontrolied,
secret, personal faction in the ad-
ministration of the Fourth In-
ternational which has abandoned
the basic program of Trotskyism.

This faction, centered around
Pablo, is now working consciously
und deliberately to disrupt, split,
and break up the historically
created cadres of Trotskyism in
the various countries and to

SWP can be judged from the
record of the struggle in defense

The Program of Trotskyism

To show precisely what is in-
volved, let us restate the funda-
mental prineiples on which the
world Trotskyist movement is
built:

(1) The death ageny of ihe
capitalist system threatens the
destruction of civilization through
worsening depressiong, world wars
and barbaric manifestations like
faseism. The development of
atomic weapons today underlines
the danger in the gravest possible
way.

(2) The descent into the abyss
¢an be avoided only by replacing
ecapituhsm  with  the planned
economy of socialism on a world
scale and thus resuming the spiral
of progress opened up by capital-
ism in ity early days.

(3) This cen be accomplished
only under the leadership of the
working class as the one truly
revolutionary c¢lass in society, But
the working class itself faces a
erisis in leadership although the
world relationship of social forees
was never so favorable as today
for the workers to take the road
to power.

(4) To organize itself for car-
rying sut this world-historic aim
the working class in each country
must construet a revolutionary
socialist party in the pattern
developed by Lenin; that is, a
combat party capable of dialee-
tically combining democracy and
centralism — democracy in arriv-
ing at decisions, centralism in
carrying them out; a leadership
controlled by the ranks, ranks
able to earry forward under fire
in.disziplined fashion.

(5) The main obstacle to this
is Stalinism, which attracts work-
ers through exploiting the pres-
tige of the October 1917 Revolu-

liquidate the Fourth International
'

tion in' Russia, only later, as it
betrays their confidence, to hurl
them either into the arms of the
Social Democracy, into apathy,
or back to illusions in capitalism,
The penalty for these betrayals
is paii by the working people in
the form  of consolidation of
faseist and monarchist forces, and
new outbreaks of wars fostered
and prepared by capitalism. From
its inception, the Fourth Interna-
tional set as one of its major
tasks the revolutionary over-
throw of Stalinism inside and
outside the USSR.

(6) The mneed for flexible
tactics facing many sections of
the Fourth International, and
parties or groups sympathetic to
ite program. makes it all the
more imperative that they know
how to fight imperialism and all

of its petty-bourgeois agencies
(such as nationalist formations
or trade - union bureaucracies)

without capitulation to Stalinism:
«nd, conversely, know how to
fight Stalinism (which in the
final analysis is a petty-bourgeois
agency of imperialism) wilhout
capitulating to imperialism,
These fundamental prineiples
established by Leon Trotsky retain
full validity in the increasingly
complex and fluid politics of the
world today. In fact the revolu-
‘ionary situations opening up on
every hand as Trotsky foresaw,
lave only now brought full con-
creteness to what at one time
may have appeared to be some-
what remote abstractions not in-
timately bound up with the living
reality of the time. The truth is
that these prineiples now hold
with increasing force both in
wolitical analysis and in the

determination of the course of
practizal action.

Pablo’s Revistonism

These principles have been
abandored by Pablo. In place of
emphasizing the danger of a new
barbarism, he sees the drive to-
wards socialism as “irreversible”:
vet he does not see socialism
coming within our generation or
some generations to come, Instead
he has advanced the concept of
an “engulfing” wave of revolu-
tions that give birth to nothing
but “deformed,” that is, Stalin-
type workers states which are to
last for “centuries.”

This reveals the utmost pessim-
ism sahout the capacities of the
working e¢lass, which is wholly
in keeping with the ridicule he
shas lately voiced of the struggle
to build independent revolutionary
socialist parties. In place of hold-
ing to the main course of build-
ing independent revolutionary so-
cialist parties by all taetical

nieans, he looks to the Stalinist
bureaucracy, or a decisive section

of il, to so change itself under
mass pressure as to accept the
“ideas” and “program” of Trot-

skyism, TUnder gnise of the
diplomacy required in tactical
maneuvers needed to approach

workers in the camp of Stalinism
in such countries as France, he
now ecovers up the betrayals of
Stalinism.

This course has already led to
serions defections from the ranks
of Trotskyvism to the camp of
Stalinism, The pro-Stalinist splif
in the Ceylon party is a warning
to all Trotskyists everywhere of
the tragic consequences of the
illusions about Stalinism which
Pabloiom fosters.

In another document, we are
snbmitling a detailed analysis of
Pablo's revisionism. In this letter
we will confine ourselves to some
recent tests that show in the
decisive field of action how far
Pablo has gone in conciliationism
to Stalinism and how grave the

danger is to Lhe existence of lhe
Fourth International.

With the death of Stalin, the
Kreml'n announced a series of
concessions in the USSR, none of
them political in character. In
place of characterizing these as
nothing but part of a maneuver
aimed <t further entrenchment of
the mnsurping bureaucracy and
part of the preparation for a
leading bureaueratl to assume the
mantle of Stalin, the Pabloite
faction took the concessions as
rood coin, painted them up as
political econcessions, and even
projected the possibility of the
“sharing of power” by the Stal-
inist Lureaueracy with the work-
ers. (Fourth International, Jan-
unary-February, 1953, p. 13.)

The “sharing of power” con-
cept, promulgated most bluntly
by Clarke, a high priest of the
Pablo cult, was indirectly sane-
tioned as dogma by Pablo himself
in an unanswered but obviously
leading question: Will the liquida-
tion of the Stalinist regime take
the form, Pablo asks, “of violent
interbureaucratic struggles be-
tween elements who will fight for
the status quo, if not for turn-
ing back, and the more and more
numerous elements drawn by the
powerful pressure of the masses?”
(Fourth International, March-
April, 1953, p. 290.)

This line fills
Trotskyist program of political
revolution against the Kremlin
bureaucracy with a new content;
namely, the revisionist position
that the “ideas” and “program”
of Trotskyism will filter into and
permeate the bureaucracy, or a
decisive section of it, thus “over-
throwing” Stalinism in an un-
foreseen way.

In East Germany in June the
workers rose against the Stal-
inist - dominated pgovernment in
one of the greatest demonstra-

the orthodox

This was the first
mass aprising against Stalinism
since it usarped and consolidated
power in the Soviet Union, How
did Pablo respond to this epochul
event ?

Instead of clearly voicing the
revolutionary political aspivations

of the insurgent East Germean
workors, Pablo covered up the
counter - revolutionary  Stalinist
satraps  who mobilized Soviet
troops to put down the uprising.
. the Soviet leaders and
those of the various ‘People’s

Democracies’ and the Conmmunist
Parties could no longer falsify
or ignore the profound meaning
of these events. They have been
obliged to continue along the road
of still more ample and genuine
concessions Lo avoid risking alien-
ating themselves forever from
support by the masses and from
provoking  still  stronger ey-
plosions. From now on they will
not be able to stop half way.
They will be obliged to dole out
concessions to avoid more serious
explosionsg in the immediate future
and if possible to effect a transi-
tion ‘in a cold fashion' from the
present situation to a situatlion
more tolerable for the masses.")
(Statement of the Internalional
Secretarial of the Fourth Inter-
national, Published in The Mili-
tant, July 6.)

Instead of demanding the with-
(rawal of Soviet troops — the
sole foree upholding the Stalinist
governmeni — Pablg fostered the
illusion that “more ample and
genuine concessions” would Ue
forthecoming from the Kremlin's
gauleiters. Could Moscow have
asked for better assistance as it
proceeded to monstrously falsify
the profound meaning of those
events, branding the workers in
revell as “faseists” and “agents
of American imperialism," and
opening a wave of savage

tions in the history of Germany.

In France in August the
oreatest general strike in  the
history of the country broke qut.
Put in motion by the workers
themselves against the will of
their official leadership, it pre-
sented one of the most favorable
openings in working-class history
for the development of a. xeal
strugele for power. Besides the
workers, the farmers of France
followed with demonstrations, in-
dicating their strong dissatisfac-
tion with the capitalist govern-
ment.

The official leadership, both
Social Democrats and Stalinists,
Letvaved this movement, doing
their vtmost to restrain it and
avert the danger to French
capitalism. In the history of be-
trayals it would be difficult to
find 4 more abominable one if
it Is measured against the op-
porturity that was present.

How did the Pablo faction
resnond to this colossal event?

They labelled the action of the
Social Democrats a betrayal —
but for the wrong reasons. The
betraval, they said, consisted of
negotiating with the government
behind the backs of the Stal-

inists. ‘This betrayal, however,
was a secondary one, deriving
from their main crime, the

refusal to set out on the road to
taking power.
As for the

Stalinists, the

A Tleaflet of his followers ad-
dressed to the workers at the
Renarlt plant in Paris declared
that in the general strike the
Stalinist leadership of the CGT
(main French trade-union federa-
tion) “was correct in not in-
froducing demands other than
those wanted by the workers.”
This in face of the fact that the
workers by their actions were
demanding a Workers and Farm-
ers Government!

Arbitrarily separating the Stal-
inist-headed unions from the
Communist Party — evidence of
the most mechanical thinking or
vvidence of deliberate design in
covering up the Stalinists?
the Pabloites declared in their
leaflet that so far as the signi-
ficance of the strike and its per-
spectives were concerned “this
point only concerned the trade
vnion s=econdarily. The ecriticism
fo make on this point does not
apply to the CGT which is a
trade union organization, which
must first and foremost act as
such, but to the parties whose
role it was to point out the deep
political  significance of this
movement and its consequences.”
(Leaflet *To the Workers’ Organ-
izations and to the Workers of

Renault,” dated Sept. 3, 1953.
Qigned by Frank, Mestre, and
Privas.)

In these statements we gee the
complete abandonment of every-
thing Trotsky taught us about
the role and the responsibilities
of the trade unions in the epoch
of the death agony of capitalism.

Then the Pabloite leaflet “eriti-
¢izes” the French Communist

repression against them?

e French General Strike

Pabloites covered up their be-
trayal. By that action they shaved
in the Stalinist betrayal. The
sharpest  eriticism  they found
themselves capable of ullering
against the counter-revolutionary
course of the Stalinists, was to
accuse them of “lack™ of poliey.

Th}s was a lie. The Stalinisgy
had no “lack” of policy. Their
policy was to maintain the status
guo iv the interests of Kremlin
foreign policy and thereby to help
bolster tottering French capital
ism.

But this was not all. Even for
the internal party education of
the TFrench Trotskyists Pablo
refused to characterize the
Stalinist role as a betrayal. He
noted “the role of brake played,
10 one degree or another, by the
leaderskip of the traditional or-
ganizations” — a betrayal is «
mere “brake”! — “but also their
capacily — especially of the Stal-
inist lradership — to yield to the
pressuvre of the masses when this

pressure becomes powerful as
was the case during these
strikes.””  (“Political Note No.
l.")

One might expect this to be
sufficient conciliation to Stalinism
from £ leader who has abandoned
orthod>x Trotskyism but still
seeks the cover of the Fourth
International. However, Pablo

went still further,

An Infamous Leaflet

for simply placing itself “on the
level of the trade union movement
instead of explaining to the
workers that this strike was an
important stage (!) in the crisis
of French society, the prelude (!)
to a2 vast class struggle, where
the problem of workers’ power
would be posed in order to save
the country from capitalist
swindling and open the way. to
socialism.”

If the Renault workers were
to believe the Pabloites, all that
the perfidious French Stalinist
bureancrats were guilty of was a
trace of syndicalism instead of a
deliberate betrayal of the biggest
general strike in the history of
Franee.

Pablo’s approval of the policy
of tha CGT leadership seems
scarcely credible, yet there is the
inescanable fact staring one in
the face. In the biggest general
strike ever seen in France, Pablo
blandly puts as “correct,” a
French version of Gompers'
bourgeois policy of keeping the
unions out of politics. And this
in 1953!

If it is incorrect for the CGT
leadership to advance political
demands in consonance with ob-
jective needs, including formation
of a Workers and Farmers Gov-
ernment, then why is the So
cialist Workers Party demanding
of the present-day Gompers' of
the American trade-union move
ment fthat they organize a Labor
Party? A Labor Party that
would aim at putting a Workers
and Farmers Government in
power in the United States?

Patlo’s rubber-stamp OK ap-

Party for its “absence of line,”

pears in a still stranger light

proletarian®——— —

®
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when we remind ourselves that
the CGT leadership happens to
be  highly  political. At the
shightest gesture from the Krem-
hn, il js prepaved to call the
workers out on no matter what
wild political adventure. Reeall,
for instance, its role in the events
initiated by the anti- Ridgway
demonstrations last year. These
Stalinist trade-union figures did
no{ hesitate to call for strikes
to protest the arrest of Duclos, a
leader of the Communist Party.

The fact is that the CGT leader-
chip revealed its highly politieal
charactey once again in the gen.
eral , strikes. With a)l the skill
ef vears of perfidy aund double
dealing, it deliberately tried to
head off the workers, to stifle
their initiative, to prevent the
workers’ political demands from
breaking through. The Stalinist
frade-union leadership consciously
betrayed. And it is this course of
calls

betraval that PPable “cor-
rect”!

But even this does mol com-
nlete the account, One of the
principal aims of the Pabloite
leaflet is to denounce French

Trofskyists who conducted them-
selves in the Renault plant during

the strike as  genuine revolu-
tionists. It specifically names two
comrasdes who have ‘“been ex-
pelled from the Fourth Interna-
tional and its French Section for
more than a year” It states that
this “gioup has been expelled for
reasons of indiseipline; and the
arientation which it has followed,
especially in the course of the
last strike movement, is opposed
to that actually defended by the
PCI (French Secetion of the Fourth
International).” The veference to
the “group” is actually to the
majority of the French Section
of the Fourth International which
was arbitrarily and unjustly ex-
pelled Ly Pablo.

Has the world Trotskyist move-
ment ever before heard of such a
scandal as officially denouncing
Trotskyist militants (o Stalinists
and providing rationalizalions to
the workers for an abominable
Stalinist betrayal?

1t should be noted that the
Pabloite  denunciation  of  these
corades  before the Stalinists

follows the vervdict of a workers'
tribunal  acquittine the 'Trot-
skyvists in the Renault plant of
slanders levelled at them by the

Stalinizts,

The American Pabloites

The test of these world events
is sufficient, in our opinion, to
indicate the depth of Pabloile con-
eiliationism toward Stalinism. But
we would like 1o submit for
nublic inspection of the world
Trotskyist movement some ad-
ditional faets.

For over a year and half the
Cocialist Workers Party has been
engaped in a struggle against a
revisionist tendency headed by
Cochran and Clarke. The struggle
with this tendency has been one
of the most severe in the history
of our party. At bottom it is
over the same fundamental ques-
tions that divided us from the
Purnham - Shachtman group and
the Morrow - Goldman gronn al
the berinning and end of World
War II. Tt is another attempt to
revise snd abandon our basic pro-
aeram. It has involved the per-
spective. of the Ameriean revolu-
tion, the character and role of
the revolutionary party and ite
methads of organization, and the
perspectives for the world Trot-
skyviz! movement.

During the post-war period a
powerful bureaueracy consolidat-
od itge'f in the American labor
moverrent. This bureaueraey rests
on a large laver of privileged,
conservative workers who have
heen “softened” by the conditions
of wur prosperity. This new
nrivileged layer was reeruited in
large measure from the ranks of
formev militant -sectors of the
working eclass, from the same
generation that founded the CIO.

The relative  security  and

stability of their living condi-
tions have temporavily paralyzed
the initiative and fighting spirit
of those workers who previously
were in the forefront of all mili-
tant ¢'ass actions.

Cochranism is the manifesta-
tion of the pressure of this new
labor aristeracy, with its petty-
bourgeois ideology, upon the
proletarian vanguard. The moods
and tendencies of (he passive,
relatively satisfied layer of work-
ers acl as a powerful mechanism
transmitting alien pressures into
our own mevement. The slogan
of the Cochranites, “Junk the Old
Trotskvism.” expresses this mood.

The Cochranite tendency sees
the powerful revolutionary poten-
tial of the American working
class as some far-off prosnect.
They denounce as “scetarian” the
Marxist analysis which yeveals
the molecular processes creating
new fighting regiments in the
American proletarial.

Ingofar s there are any pro-
gressive  tendencies within  the
working class of the United States
they see them only in the ranks
or peviphery of Stalinism and
amone “sophisticated” nnion poli-
ticians — the rest of the class
they consider so  hopelessly
dormant that they can he awaken-
ed only by the impaet of atomie
war.,

Briefly, their position reveals:
Loss of corfidence in the per-
spective of the American revolu-
tion: loss of confidence in the
role of the revolutionary party in
general and the Socialist Work-

ers Party in particular.

Features of Cochranism

As all the =sections of the

world movement well know from
their own hard and diffienlt ex-
neriences, pressures exist far
greater than prolonged war
onrosperity and the sweep of reac-
tion such as has been bearing
down upon us in the United
States. Bu! the factor that
susta’ns cadres under the most
diffieult ecircumstances is the

burnine convietion of the theore-

tical ecrrectness of our movement,
the knowledge that, they are the
living means for advancing the
histor'c mission of the working
class, the understanding that to
one depree or annther the fate of
humanity depends on what they
do, the firm belief that whatever
the momentary ciredmstances may
be, the main line of historic
develovment demands the creation
of Lerinist combat parties that

hrourh @ victorious  socialist
revolution.

Cocliranism is the substitulion
of  skepticism and  theoretical
auprovisations  and  journalistic
speenlation for  this  orthodox
Trotskyist world outlook. Tt
this ti! has made the struggle
i the SWP irreconeilable in the
same sense that the strugele with
the P'etiy - Bourgeois Opposition
in 19349-40 was irreconcilable,
The Cochranites have manifest-
od the following features in the
course of the struggle:

(1) Disrespect for party tradi-
tion and the Mstoric mission of
the party. Hardly an opportunity
is lost by the Cochranites
dentgrate, yidienle  and  preach
contemnt for the 25-year tradition
of Amorican Trotskyism.

(2) A tendency veplace
principled Marxist polities with
vnprineipled combinations against
the party “regime.” Thus/ the
Cochrinite faction is composed of
a bloe of contradictory elements,
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One group, centered mainly in
New  York, favors a kind of
“entry™ tactic in the Ameriean
Rialinist movement.

Another group, composed aof
conservatized union  elements,

centerod  primarily in Detroit,
cees little to be gained by turn-
1o to the Stalinists. Tt buses its
vevisionist outlook on an over-
estimation of the  stability and
lastinoe power of the new labor
burenveracy.

Also altracted to Cochranism
sve idividuals grown tived, who
ean ne dnnger stand the pressuves
of the presont adverse conditions
aml who  are lookine for 2
Mausible rationalization  wilh
which to retive into inactivity,

The cement binding this un-
principled bloe common  hos-
tility to orthodox Trotskyism.

(3Y A tendeney to shift the
party away from what ouy main
arena must be in America, the
politically unawakened worketk
of the mass production indusiries,
The  Cochranites, in  effect,
dropped the program of " tran-
sitiona!  slogans  and  demund-
which the SWP has used as a
bridge toward these workers and
argued that the majority in con-
tinuing this course was adapting
itself Lo the backwardness of the
workors,

01 A convietion that all pos-
<ihility of the Amervican working
class coming forward in radiea’
opposition to American imperial-
ism before the Third World War
is rul=d out.

(5) Gross experimental the-
orvizing with “1of1” Stalinism that
hotls  dowy 1o the extravagant
helief that the Stalinists “can no
Jdonger  betray,”  that  Stalinism
nelndes  a vevolubionary  side
which makes if possible for the
Stalinists to lead a vevolntion in
the United States, in the process
of which they would absorb Trot-
skvist “ideas” so that the revolu-

IS

tion  would eventually “right
itself.*
(6)  Adaptation 1o Stalinism

in the face of new events, Thny
support and defend the concilia-
tion Lo Stalinism found in Pablo's
interprelation of the downfull of

ing purges in the USSR, They
repeat all the Pabloite arguments
covering the counter-revolutionary
yole «f  Stalinism in the great
uprising  of the Fast German
workevs and the French general
strike. They even interpret the
turn of American Stalinism to-
wivd the Democreatic Party as a
mere “right oseillation” within a
“left turn”

(7Y Contemp: for the tradi-
tions o Leninism in questiong of
organiza‘ion. For a time they
attempted to set up “dual power”
in the party. When Lhey were
rebuffed by the overwhelming
majority of the party at the May
1953 Plenum, they agreed in
writine to abide by the rule of
the majority and the political
line as decided by the Plenum,
Subsequently, they broke their
agreement, renewing  their fac-
tional =abotage of purly activities
‘n a more feverish and hysterical
basiz than ever.

whose main fea-
lures we have indicated above.
“was never more than a weak
minority ir the party. It would
wever have amounted lo more
than the most feeble and sickly
expression of pessimism had it

Cochranism,

not  been for tie aid and en-
couravement it received  from
Pablo behind the backs of the

party leadership.

Pabla’s  seeret  enconragement’
anld ‘x'll,'))\lrl! was (‘X]ms&'ll soon
aftey our Moy Plenum, and since
then Pabla has been openly col-
lubovatng  witlh 1) revisionist
fuetion in o party and inspiving

them in their  eampaign of
zabotare of party finances, dis-
vaptionr  of  purty work  and
preparvations for a split,

The  PPablo - Cochran  faction
Ainally  eadminated  this  disloyal

coursc wilth an orguanized boveott

m New York of lhe Twenty-
Afth Avniversarvy Celebration of
the puoty  which was combined
with 9 wind-up rally in the New
York municipal  election  cam-
paigm.

This treacherons, strikebreaking
action eonstituted, in effect, an
oreanizod demonstration against
the 25-year struggle of Amor-
ican Trotskyism, and, at the same
time, #n act of objective aid to
the SQtalinists who oxpelled the
initiating  naclens of  American
Trotskyisim in Octobey 1928,

The organized boycott of this
meeting was, in effect, a demon-
stration against the campaign of
the Socialist Workers Party in
the New York municipal eleetion.

All who partic’pated in this
trescherous, anti-party action ob-
viously consummated the split
which they haid long been prepar-
ne, and forfeited all right to
membership in our party.

Formally recording this fact,
he Twenty - fifth  Anniversary
Plenum of the SWP suspended
the Nationa! Committee members
who oreanized the boyeott and
doelaved that all members of the
Pablo-Cochran faction who parv-
ticinalted  in this  treacherous,
trikebyveaking  action  or  who
refuse to disavow it have by that
fact wlaced themselves  ontside

Eevia -ind the subsequent sweep-

Pablo’s duplicity in presenting
one face to the leadership of the
SWiP while secretly collaborating
with the revisionist Cochranite
Lendency is a method that is alien
to the tradition of Trotskyism.
But there is a tradition to which
it does belone — Stalinism. Such
devices. used by the Kremlin,
were instrumental in corrupting
the Communist International
Manv of ug had personal ex-
rerience with all this in the 1923-
28 period.

The evidence is now decisive
that this way of operating is no!
an isolated aberration on the part
nf Panlo. A consistent pattern is
apnarent.

Foyr instance, in one of the lead-
‘ng  Furovean =zections of 1he
Fourth: International. an outstand-
ing party leader vecently received
an  ovder from Pablo, directing
him to conduet himself as one
“who defends until the Fourth
World Coneress the majority line
and the discipline of the Inter-

national,” Along with the ul-
timatem  Pablo  threatened ro-
nrigale if his orders were not
oheved,

The “majority” to which Pablo
refers here is simply the modest
label he places on himself and
the small minority hvpnotized by
his revisionist novelties. Pablo's
new line is in violent contradie-
tion to the basic program of
Trotskyism. It is only beginnine
to be Jiscussed in many parts of
the world Trotskvist movement.
Nof having been backed by a
single Trotskyist organization, i
does not constitute the approved
official line of the Fourth Inter-
national

The first reporis we have
received indicate outrage at his
high-handed attempt to foist hig
revisionist views on the world-
wide organization without wait-

will resolye the crisis of humanity

ing for either discussion or a

the ranks of @ SWIN

Methods of the Comintern

vole. We already have enough in-
formation (o state that the
Fourth International is certain lo
reject P’ablo's line by an over-
whelming majority.

Pablo’s antoeratic demand to a
leader of a zection of the TPourth
International  to  refrain from
eriticiz'ng Pablo’s revisionist poli-
tical line is bad enough. But
Pablo did not stop there. While
(rving gar this leader and
preven! him from participating
in a free discussion in which the
rank and file might benefit from
hizs experience, knowledge and
insight, Pablo proceeded to in-
tervene organizationaily, attemnt-
inr to crystallize a  minority
revisionist faction to ¢onduct war
on tho leadership of the section.

This procedure is out of the
foul ¢radition of the Comintern
as il underwenl degencration
under the influence of Stalinism,
If there were no other issue than
this, it would be necessary to
fight Pabloism (o a finish to save
the Yaurth Infernational from
internal corruption.

Such factics have an obvious
rurpose, They are part of the
preparation for a coup by the
Pabloite minority. Ttilizing
Pablo’s  administrative  control,
they hope to impose his revision-
ist line on the Fourth Interna-
tional and wherever it is resisted
to yeply by snlits and exvulsions,

This  Stalinist  organizational
conrse began, as now auite
clear, with Tablo's brutal abuse
of admwinistrative control in his
d'zsrnntive ecamvaien against the
maiortty of the French section
of the Fourth International more
thon 4 vear and a half ago,

By fint of the International
Seerctariat, the elected majority
of tha Trench section was for-
bidden {o exorcise its rights to
lead the political and proparanda
(Continued from page 2)
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The Aims of the Witch Hunt

The Republican frame-up smear of (ormer
President I'ruman has probably done more 10
open the American people's eves 1o the real
nature and purpose of the witch hunt than anv
other single incident since it was launched by
the Democrats at the beginning ol the cold
war.

[t has shown that the witch hunt is deeply
rooted in partisan capitalist politics.  Plant
lavolls, reduced take-home pay and (alling
farm prices produced questioning and dissatis-
faction with the party in power, and defeats
for its candidates a1 the polls. The immediue
answer of the party in power was (o launch a
scandal”designesl 10 distract and confuse the
people,

It has shawn that the meéthods of the witch
hunt are crooked Iram beginning to end, in
flagrant violation of logic and all the facts
known 1o evervone. No one has been a more
aggressive foe of communism at home and
abroad than Truman. [Te proved this over and
over again by his counter-revolutionary in-
terventions all over the world, Trom Greece 10
Korea, and by his savage purges, biacklists,
arrests, Smith Act trinls, deportations and con-
struction of concentration camps. Yet the witch-
hunters did not hesitzte to publicly condemn
even him as the “knowing” protecior and
promoter ol a “spy.”

It has shown that “communism™ is & pretext
and smokescreen for the witch-hunters, under
cover of which they aim to discredit and in-
timidate every political opponent 1o the lefi
of McCarthy and everything that stands as an
ohstacle ta transforming America into a lull-
blown police state. Like a deadlv contagion, the
attack has spread from radicals to liberals 1o
Democrats — and the end is not in sight. IT
Eisenhower shows o slight hesitation about

guing ali-oul along the McCarthy roud, it is
because he knows that he is vulnerable too:
after all. 1t can be shown that he too “con-
sorted with the Russians” doring the war, tha
he owes his career to the Democrats who are
being exposed as “soft on communism,” ete,

The smear of Truman also shows that the
Democrats cannot be depended on to provide
a genuine alternative to McCarthyism. Tru-
man himsell set the pattern that the Repub-
licans are now extending. Truman sees eve 10
eve with McCarthy and Brownell in thein
fraudulent claim that “communism™ is the
main danger in this country, differing with
them only on the toctics to be employed in
wiping it out. And Truman played right into
theiv hands when he forced the resignation ol
Tlarrv Dexter White on grounds so  insub-
stantial that not even a McCarthyite federal
grand jury would indict White a vear later,

lLooking back at the whole experience of the
witch hunt, many Americans previously con-
lused by it should now be able 10 see it for
what it really is: o gigantic hoax designed to
regimen! and gag the people so that they will
be unable ro olfer snccessful resistance against
the capilalist drive toward war and intensified
exploitation. I is necessary 1o [ree, clear and
reinstate all the viciims of the witch hunt, no
matter what party they belohg 1o, and 10
organize a powerful united front of all lubor
and liberal organizations Lo end the witch hum
altogether.

Organized labor ecpecially has the Juty to
mobilize and lead the fieht in defense ol om
liberties. 1t is not only the ultimate targer ol
the: McCarthvite drive, it is the only force
powerful enough 1o successlully combat reac-
tion. Let its stogan be: Destroy MeCarthvism
hefore MeCarthyism destroys us.

Voodoo Economics

There is a popular superstition "among
capitalists that “gloemy talk can bring on a
depression.”™ The same voodoo-like principle
leads them fo think that cheerful and idiotic
optimism help maintain eternal prosperify. A

w

prize example of this “cheerful” type is Leon
H. Keyserling, economic advisor 1o the Roose-
velt and Truman administrations.

On Nov. 8, Keyserling predicted that the
United States would not have “anv more big
depressions.” [
method as the voodoo-economists we woulid
conclude from this that we are headed for the
biggest depression of all time. and without
much delay either. The evidence shows that
every depression is preceded by magic in-
cantations (predictions) of capitalist economists
that the depression will never take place.

we were o follow the same

But since we are scientific socialisis we
cannof  agree t(hat either gloom or cheer

produces the economic ups and downs of
capitalism. Magic cannol prevent a depression.
Nor can it produce one. Depressions arise [rom
the anarchy and planlessness of the capitalist
methods ol production.

A Marxist analysis of the economy at the
present stage shows that American capitalism
is heading for either depression or war. As
capitalism staggers toward these grim alter-
natives any let-up in the war pressure im-
mediately produces all the signs of a catas-
trophic depression. The resulting reflex of
capitalism has been fo plunge ever deeper into

war  preparations,  “cold-war” and

actions.”

“palice

I s a fact that the equilibrium of LS.
economy rests on war expenditures and huge
capital investment in war production. Fisen-
hower admitted this when he was campaigning
for office. On Oct. 2, 1952, he said, "I propose
1o show you tonight that whatever economic
gains have been made since 1932 have been
due ... to war or the threat of war.”

Bur Kevserling. who his now endorsed the
economic policies o the Eisenhower ad-
miniatration. cannot facts. The N. Y.
Times of Nov. 8, savs, “In answer to a ques-
tion, Mr. Keyserling denied that the national
prosperity was due to ‘a war economy.’ |l
termed such assertions ‘pernicious doctrine’
that was being spread by enemies ol this
country.”

That is the lTogic ol voodooism in economics.
[First, 1t 0s dangerovs and even subversive to
talk about a depression because it may hring
one on. ‘Next, we must talk cheerfully because
that will keep the wheels of production rolling.
[-inally, we must ignore the [act that our
“prosperity” is based on war production. Why?
Because it 1s an unpleasant fact. And whether
it is true or [alse, it is spread by “enemies of
this country.”

But as the saying goes, “facts are stubborn
things.” Magical incantations will not dispel
the “evil spirits” ol the laws governing the
anarchy of the capitalist method of produc-
tion. The alternative capitalism offers remains
the ydrogen Bomb or depression.

lace

Salute to E. German Revolt from India

The Fast German workers uprising last June
against the Stalinist rulers continues to rever-
berate around the world. This magnificent
struggle stands like a gigantic beacon of hope
for the oppressed masses everywhere. [t defies
all attempts to cover it with mud and frameup
lies. The Stalinists have done everything in
their power to represent the [Fast German
workers as “tools of capitalism™ and "lascist
agents.” But they have failed, and Tailed
dismally.

No one believes the Stalinist liars.

The Socialist Party of India published a
resolution, “We Salute the Waorkers of Eastern
Lurope,” in the September issue of their paper,
Socialist Appeal. In answer to the Stalinist
lies about the East German workers they say:

“The allegation that the general strike of
these workers is an act of imperialist provoca-
tion is not the first slander against the working
class that has come out of present-day Russia,
nor will it be the last. The Socialist Party
rejects the suggestion that mass movements of
any considerable significance can be the work
of provocateurs and spies. There would be
some sense in these allegations il we were
dealing with individual térrorist acts.

“Where. however, workers risk their lives
against a tyrannical regime, fight with their
traditional class weapon of the general strike
and pay for their courageousness with hundreds

of executions and thousands of arrests and
imprisonments, 1o say that they have heen
the victims  of agents and provocateurs
representing the class enemy, only shows that
those who make these allegations possess
neither understanding nor lovalty to the work-
ing class.”

We are in full accord with the Indian so-
cialists in their clear stand in defense of the
East German workers. 11 is proof of the fact
that the advanced workers in all countries are
assimilating the significance ol the grear
political revolution opened by the [Fast German
workers on June 17, 11 shows that they under-
stand this movement is part of the world-wide
struggle against capitalism.

The revolution against capitalism has col-
lided time and again with the monstrous
treachery of Stalinism. The workers carry the
situatton to the point of victory in one country
after another. And the Stalinists betray them
in the interests of Kremlin diplomacy. But the
Fast German workers have shown how an anti-
capitalist working class can rise against the
Stalinist traitors. That is why the struggle
they opened has such profound significance
The Fast German workers told their class
hrothers throughou: the world: “Tree your-
selves from the Stalinist bureaucrats!”

They meant this to apply not only to the
Saviet domain but wherever workers find their
struggle blocked by Stalinism.

THE MICITANT
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work of the party. Instead, the
Poljtical Bureau and the press
were put under the control of a
minority through the Comintern-
ist device of a “parity com-
mission.”

At the time, we deeply disap-
proved this arbitrary action by
whielh a minorily was used to
arbitrarily overturn a majority.
As soon as we heard about it, we
communicated our protest to
Pablo. However, we must admit
that we made an error in not
taking more vigorous action. This

error was due to insufficient ap-

preciation on our part of the
real issues involved. We thought
the differences between Pablo and
the French section were taetical
and this led us to side with Pablo,
despite our misgivings about his
organizational procedure, when,
after months of disruptive fae-
tional struggle, the majority was
expelled.

But at bottom the differences
were programmatic in character.
The fact is that the French com-
rades of the majority saw what
was h#npening more clearly than
we did. The Eighth Congress of
their party declared that “a
grave danger menaces the future
and oven the existence of the
Fourth International. . . Revision-
ist corceptions, born of cowar-
dice and petty - bourgeois im-

ts Jeadership. The still great
weakness of the International, cut
off from the life of Lhe sections,
has momentarily facilitated the
installation of a system of per-
sonal rule, basing itself and its
anti - democratic  methods on
revisionism of the Trotskyist
program and abandonment of the
Marxist method.” (La Verite,
Sept., 18, 1952.)

The whole French situation
must be re-examined in the light
of subsequent developments. The
role the majority of the French
section nlayed in the recent gen-
eral strike demonstrated in the
most decisive way that they know
how tn uphold the fundamental
principles of orthodox Trotskyism.
The French section of the Fourth

International was unjustly ex-
pelled. The French majority,
grouped avound the paper La

Verité, are the real Trotskyists of
France and are so openly recog-
nized by the SWP.

Particularly revolting is the
slanderous misrepresentation
Pablo has fostered of the political
position of the Chinese section of
the Fourth International. They
have been pictured by the Pablo
faction as  “sectarians,” as
“fugitives from a revolution.”

Contrary to the impression
deliberately created by the Pablo
faction, the Chinese Trotskyists
acted as genuine revolutionary
representatives of the Chinese

pressionism have appeared within

theirs they have been singled out
as vietims by the Mao regime in
the way that Stalin singled out
for execution the entire genera-
tion of Lenin’s Bolsheviks in the
USSR, emulating the Noskes and
Scheidemanns of Germany who
singled out the Luxemburgs and

What to Do

To sum up: The Tlines of
cleavaze between Pablo's revision-
ism and orthodox Trotskyism are
so de>n that no compromise is
possible either politically or or-
canizationally. The Pablo fae-
tion has demonstrated that it will
not permit democratie decisions
truly veflecting majority opinion
to be reached. They demand com-
plete nubmission to their eriminal
policy They are determined to
drive all orthodox Trotskyists out
of the Fourth International or to
muzzle and handeuff them.

Their scheme has been to inject
their Stalinist conciliationism
piecemeal and likewise in piece-
meal fashion, get rid of those who
come o see whai is happening
and raise objections. That is the
explanation for the strange
umbiguity about many of the
Pabloite formulations and diplo-
matie evasions.

Up to now the Pablo faction
has had a certain success with
this unnrineipled and Machiavel-

proletariat. Through no fault of

lian maneuverism. But the quali-

A Letter to World Trotskyists |

Liebkrechts of the 118 revolu-
tion for execution. But Pablo's
line of conciliationism  toward
Stalinism leads him inexorably to
touch up the Muo regime couleur
de rose while putting gray tinls
on the firm, principled stund of
our Chinese comrades,

tative point of change has been
reached. The political issues have
hroken through the wmaneuvers
and the fight i= now a showdown.

Tf we may offer adyice to the
sections of the Fourth Interna-
tional from our enforeed position
ontside the ranks, we think the
time kas come to act and to act
decisively, The time has come for
the orthodox Trotskyist majority
of the Fourth International to
assert their will against Pahblo's
usurpation of authority.

They should in addition safe-
guard the administration of the
affairs of the Fourth International
by removing Pablo and his agents
from office and replacing them
with cadres who have proved in
action that they know how to
uphold orthodox Trotskyism and
keep the movement on a correct
course both politically and or-
ganizationally.

With fraternal! Troiskyist greet-
ngs,

National Commiltec
of the SWpP

(Continued from page 1)

ness by explaining the fatal con-
tradictions  of capitalism and
hammering on the question of the
need to form a Labor Party.”

LABOR PARTY TALK

Dobbe showed how awakening
politicul  consciousness in  the
workivg class is reflecfed in the
lubor bureaucracy. Referring
ironieally to *“my fonmer col-
league, Dave Beck,” Dobbs said,
‘T know him and I know his tribe.
Recently Beck threatened the in-
dustrialists with a Labor Party.
I know he is bluffing. He is trying
to [rizhten the bosses but he may
succeed in frightening  himself.
Deck's  ‘boldness’  reflects  the
pressure of the workers, But at
the same time it feeds rank-and-
file sentiment for genuine inde-
pendent political action,”

Dobbs discussed the tactical
problems of fighting for a Labor
Party in relation to building the
SWP. “The building of an inde-
pendent revolutionary party root-
ed in the mainstream of the
organized working class has been
and remaing the central task,
There is no confliect between this
rask and the struggle for a Labor
Party. The bureaucrats may con-
tinue to thwart the movement for
independent politics. Or the move-
ment nay break through all the
obstacles imposed by the labor
officials. In any case the only
answ2r to capitalist reaction is a
mass revolutionary socialist party
of the American workers, That's
the kind of Labor Party we ad-
vocate. The SWP is the basic
nucleus of such a party. That's
why we must build the SWP and
reeruit workers in every field of
the class struggle

FIELDS OF WORK

The Plenum discussed the
analysis and party-building pro-
posals of the reporter. Dobbs’
proposals were adopted by a
unanimous vote. The fields of
work discussed by the National
Committee members under this
point on the agenda were as
followe:

(1) The circulation of The Mili-
tant and party pamphlets. (2)
The fight for 30-40 in the trade
unions. (3) The fight against Jim
Crow, police brutality, and for full
social, pelitical and economic
equality for the Negro people
and all minorities. (4) Party work
on the college campus and among
the werking-class youth. (5) The
struggle against the witch hunt
and in defense of the legality of
the SWP. (6) Preparations of
new campaigns and the financial
problem of the party.

The Plenum  hailed the ap-
reamance of James Kutcher’s
autobiography, “The Case of the
Legless Veteran,” as a major
contribution to the fight for civil
liberties. It recommended that the
party vigorously support this book
and called on all labor and civil-
liberties organizations to do like-
wise.

The Plenum announced the
early publication of James P.
Cannon’s pamphlet, “America’s
Road to Socialism."” This pamphlet
will be a new powerful weapo
for recruitment to the party.

INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION

The first day of the Plenum was
devote!d to the international
situation. The discussion centered
around the question of building
revolutionary parties throughout

Socialist Opportunities
Seen by SWP Plenum

sequences of Stalinist and Social
Demorratic betrayals. Because of
its onistanding importance The
Militant is publishing in full a
letter of the 25th Anniversary
Plenum to the Trotskyists of the
world. (See page 2.) The Plenum
also.adopted a document, “Against
'Pabloist Revisionism, A Criticism
of the Resolution on the ‘Rise and
Decline of Stalinism.” This
document was submitted for
world-wide discussion in the Trot-
skyist movement gnd will appear
in a forthcoming issue of Fourth
International magazine.

The Plenum saluted the Cey-

hour general strike last August
and mobilized the whole working
class of the country in a broad
struggle against capitalism and
imperialism. I{ also hailed the
valiant struggle of the Bolivian
Trotskyists for a workers and
farmers government in their
country. It condemned the brutal
persecution of the Chinese Trot-
skyists by the Mao regime.

The achievement of the Cey-
lonese  Trotskyists was par-
ticularly noteworthy in view of
the pro-Stalinist faction within
their party which sabotaged the
mass struggle. The conference of
the Lanka Samasamaja Party
(Trotskyists), held in October,
defeated the traitors so decisively
that they bolted the party with a
demoralized minority faction.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

The first session of the Plenum
took disciplinary action against a
minority faction in the Socialist
Worknars Party. This faction had
been conducting a struggle for
its viows for over a yvear within
the party. It displayed marked

tendencies toward conciliation
with  Stalinism and a deep
antagonism ftoward the basic

Trotskyist conceptions of Stalin-
ism. It broke with the Trotskyist
position on the role and char-
acter of the revolutionary party.

The faction was accorded all
democratic rights during a full
vear of discussion. But when the
leaders of the minority faction
arganized a boycott against the
varty’s combined 25th Anniversary
celebration and election rally on
Oct. 30 in New York, they con-
summated z long-prepared dis-
loyal split with the party. The
leaders of the boyecott were
suspended. All members of the
minority faction were called upon
to disavow the split attack on the
party or be exeluded from i's
ranks.

CANNON'S SUMMARY

The final point on the agenda of
the Plenum was an lnspiring
zddress by the founder and Chair-
man of the Socialist Workers
Party, James P. Cannon. The
Plenum was open to all members
of the party, and a large audience

lonese Trotskyists who led a 24-|)

one of the company’s several

Learning Unionism Young

Mrs. Joanne Hyatt carries a picket sign and her son Bobby,
5. as she marches with other CIO United Auto Workers strikers
outside the North American Aviation Co. plant in Los Angeles,

strike-bound plants. Here, on

June 9, 1941, by order of the late President Roosevelt, 3,500
regular army troops drove strikers back to work at bayonet-point

heard Cannon sum up the lessons
of 25 years' struggle for a
proletarian party in the United
States.

Cannon’s main theme was the
problem of working-class leader-
ship. He traced the various forms
of leadership of workers parties.
He showed the relation of the
problem of leadership of the
working class to the problem of
leadership of the party. A high
degree of consclousness is requir-
ed to build a revolutionary party.
By the same token the building
of a party leadership which
democratically represents the
party ranks and knows how to
lead requires an even higher
degree of consciousness.

Cannon traced the history of
internal struggle in"the SWP. By
comparing the similarities and
differences between the various
struggles he illuminated the ques-
tion: by what conscious methods
can the working class create the
indispensable instrument of vie-

tory over capitalism — the mass
revolutionary party?
The Plenum closed Sunday

evening with enthusiasm over its
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achievements and the perspectives
facing the SWI'. The members of
the Committee from the West
Coast to New England returned
ta their districts determined to
redouble their efforts to build the
SWP and carry into Iife the
ambitious program of action
decided by the Plenum.

Many Unions
Seek Shorter
Work Week

(Continued from page 1)

the government's figures on
Octobey  unemployment were
placed al a peacetime low of

1,162,000, As the Nov, 7 Business
Weelk hlandly admits, this figure
“wants both examination and in-
lerpratation.”

For one thing, the Federal
Reserve index of produection has
fallen 7% since last March, from
a peak of 243 to between 225 and
227 for November. Such a drop
should gecount for an inerease of
not less than two to three million
unemyployed.

In wddition, from 1% to 1%
million new persons enter the
tahor market each year from the
rapidly expanding population. As
Joseph  A. Loftus wrote in the
Nov. 8 N. Y. Times, even “static
employment  over an  extended
period means bad times because
new candidates for jobs are
coming into the market all the
time . . . the labor force in the
past year has not grown. In fact,
it ha deelined a trifle. . . How
much of a “trifle” the govern-
ment is deliberately concealing.

NOT COUNTED

The government's favorite de-
vice for a statistical cover-up of
unemnloyment is indicated by
Loftus, who reports that “more
and more women, older men and
teen-age boyg, finding jobs harder
to get, are withdrawing from the
Inbor market .. . so they are not
counted as unemploved,'" although
it still “means a cut in the family
ncome,” he admits.

Another eimmick is that “any
vorker laid off with the definite
nromise that he will be reealled
within 20 duavs is counted by the
Census  DBureau  as  employed,”
reporis Business Week., Workers
who might be 121d off nine months
out of the year, by being recalled
for a few days after each 30-day
layofl would always be listed as
“emploved” under this methodk

It is in such times as these,
and in the worse period approach-
ing. that the program of the
reduced work-week wilh no cuts
in  weekly income hecomes a
natural and has great appeal for
the workers, That is why many
unions, local, state and mational,
have hegun pressing for the 30
hour week at 10 hours’ pay.

The last AFL convention called
for the 25-hour week with no
reductsan in {ake-home pay. The
Tilinois Federation of Labor went
further to demand the 30-hour
week with 40 hour’s pay. In the
CIO, numerous Geneval Motarg
locals. as well as Ford Local 600,
are pressing thiz program, while
the CTO 0Ol Workers union is
secking a reduced work-week in
its nezotiations. Il the CTO now
makes “30 for 40" a fighting
demand. it will undonbtedly get a
heavty welcome from the ranks,

The U.S. Ambassador to Spain
has bowed to Franco’s nltimatum
that Masons be banned from the
personrel of U.S. missions sent fo
that country, the Nov. T Nation
magazine venorts. To the minds
of the Faseist and the Catholie
hierarchy, TFree Masomg are

dangorous “subversives.”’
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— The Negro Struggle

®ecently. in this column we pointed out
{Rat Gleveland’s Mayor Burke, appointed
Senator from Ohio by Governor Lausche,
was far from the flawless character the
16cal press and others made him out to
be. We informed our readers that in a
near-riot situation in the city which boasts
it is “the best location in the nation,” the
mayor played a disgraceful role. Instead
of taking firm action against persons who
threatened and incited violence against a
Negro family moving into a “white”
neighborhood, he expressed sympathy for
the fears of the residents of the neigh-
borhood that their property values would
deteriorate, and advised them to make pri-
vate agreements not to sell to *“undesit-
ables.”

Now, in the last weeks of his admin-
istration, this phony liberal has again becn
cxposed for the unprincipled capitalist
politician that he is.

On Oct. 21, Richard V. Hopkins, city

urban development director appointed vy
Burke, made a speech in the Shaker-Lee
area which has been a hotbed of anti-Ne-
gro agitation. According to all local news-
papers and some radio reports, Hopkins
caid: -
. “To calm your fears, we won't move
into your neighborhood any family that
would upset the normal character of liv-
ing of the neighborhood. Do you all un-
derstand what I mean?”

The local chapter of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored
People immediately sent a wire to Mayor
Burke signed by Dr. James E. Levy, presi-
cent, who said:

“It means that he does believe in and
will support segregation in Cleveland that
even the South is breaking away from.

New Senator == Part 11

By Jean Blake
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“It means that Hopkins believes ‘the
best location in the nation’ is only for
those who Hopkins conceives to be Lhe
‘best’ people — whites only.”

Dr. Levy warned that the $7,000,G00
urban slum-clearance bond issue would be
defeated in the Nov. 3 election if Hopkins
were retained.

Upset over the danger to the bond issue,
Burke called a meeting with representa-
tives of the NAACP to try to make peace,
but when the NAACP committee could not
be pacified by pressure and trickery, or
Hopkins' claim that he was “misquoted”
or “misunderstood,” the Mayor said he
was aceepting his appointee’s resignation.

Four days later the Cleveland Press re-
vealed that Burke had kept Hopkins on
the city payroll at approximately the same
salary, merely switching his title to “chief
city planner”!

When this was exposed, Burke reported-
ly told the Cleveland News he was order-
ing Hopkins removed from the payroll be-
“cause of “the attendant publicity given
his retention.”

“It looks as if somebody is trying to
crucify him so the only thing I can do is
take him off the payroll,” Burke said.

That is what we can expect from our
new Senator: Demagogic talk about non-
diserimination, attempts to whitewash a
bigot who carries out Burke's Jim Crow
policies, then the purging of his “fall-guy”
when public protest makes it necessary. —
No principled position either against seg-
regation or in defense of employees wno
merely carry out his policies.

The NAACP should have demanded the
removal of Burke as Senator, not just the
firing of Hopkins!

Women’s

Talk to any man about women, and he’ll
insist they practically run this country.
They certainly haven't got anything to
kick about now. Why even Eisenhower,
in recognition- of the importance of wo-
men's votes, appointed one to a cabinet
post and a couple as ambassadors.

These interesting political developments
are discussed in “The Status of Women
in the U.S. — 1953,” just published by
the Women’s Bureau of the Department
of Labor. But a more significant section
of this report takes up the position of
vomen in U.S. economy:

“The median income of woman has risen
only slightly in the postwar period, from
$901 in 1945 to $1,045 in 1951 while that
of men rose from $1,800 in 1945 to $3,000
1 1951 (the latest year recorded).”

The average paycheck of a woman work-
er today is less than half — 44% — of
that received by a man. 81% of women
who work make less than $2,500. Exactly
36 of 1% make as much as $100 a week.

It seems elementary to say that women
go to work because they need money. But
the way some people talk about this prob-
lem, you’d think we were all career girls.
The 16,000,000 women who are making
less than $2,500 a year are probably not
much excited about the appointment of
Mrs. Hobby or Mrs. Luce. The main things
these appointments prove is that putting
a woman in an important post won’t
change anything as long as she's parl

By Joyce

Incomes

Cowley

of the big business political machine. The
fact that a couple of women ambassadors
are representing U.S. imperialism is not
much comfort to women in Colorado’ who,
according to the Women’'s Bureau report,
make 97V5¢ an hour in Colorado factories
doing exactly the same work for which
men are paid $1.45. :

Everybody is for equal pay these days.
The Republicans and Democrats both
spoke for it in the 1952 presidential cam-
paign. Business and civic organizations
of every type endorsed it. In spite of tlis,
equal pay laws are in effect in only 13
states and Alaska. Not one of the nine
equal pay bills introduced in state legisla-
tures this year or the seven introduced in
Cungress was passed. According to this
report “even in states that have equal pay
laws the coverage is in most cases limited
and legal loopholes exist which make it
difficult to enforce them.”

Capitalist politicians also give lip-ser-
vice to the need for a housing program,
schools, hospitals and child care centers
— when they’re running for office. They
forget about these things, just as they
torget about equal pay, as soon as the
election is over. Only a labor administra-
tion that represents the millions of doubly
exploited working women will pass and en-
torce national legislation which guarantees
women the basic right to get paid for the
work they do at the same rate as other
workers.

Notes from the News

REVOLT BREWS IN CHILE. The regime of
President Ibanez of Chile is in serious difficulties.
The Nov. 7 Christian Science Monitor reports,
“The government of President Ibanez is much less
popular today than a year ago when it came to
power. ... As a result of his failure to carvy
out this (anti-inflation and anti-graft) program,
the country has becowne increasingly dissatisfied
with the regime.” Chile borders revolutionary
Bolivia. Ihanez appears to be pinning his hopes
for survival on U.S. imperialism. He has an-
nounced he will tolerate no “Communist” labor
activities in the U.S -owned copper and nitrate
mines.

s * %

POST OFFICE political censors have deciared
the monthly magazine, New World Review, “un-
mailable.” They refused to accept the October
issne for mailing and also applied a retroactive
ban on four earlier issues. The magazine,
formerly was named Soviet Russia Today. The
law under which the political censorship was
applied was passed during the 1917 war hyvsteria
and extended today uader terms of the “national
emergency” which Truman proclaimed after entry
into the undeclared Korean War.

* % ¥

“AUTO DEALERS TELL DETROIT: DPut
Brakes On Production,” is the headline of a story
in the Nov. 8 N. Y Times. In Missouri, for
example, spokesmen for 1,100 dealers complain
that the auto barons are using “coercive methods”
— threatening cancellation of dealers’ franchises
— unless thay take “unwanted merchandise and
motor vehicles withort regard to the wvolume
the buying public will absorb.”

" % %

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS at its
i17th bienmal convention_ strongly assailed {he
dwiteh hunt. J. R, Wiggins, editor of the Wash-
ington Post, told the delegates that in some Con-
gressional committeez, “we have found the coni-
bination of executive, legislative and judicial
functions which President Madison aptly des-
cribed as the very definition of tyranny.”

CORRUPTION OF THE BLOOD, which
specifically forbidden by Article III, Section 3,
of the U.S. Constitution, goes merrily on under
the witch hunt. Another Radulovich case has
come to light in the Air Force. This.victim is
Licut. Thomas Shenard of Buffalo, a Kore:
combat pilot veteran. He is being kicked out be-
cause hig brother Paul is suspected of Communist
ideas or connections. After returning from Korea,
Lieut. Shepard was unable to get a “security
clearance” because he fs related to his brothes

F 40

UNPOPULARITY OF THE FBI in St. Louis
called forth an editomal in the Oct. 29 Post-
Dispateh, the city’s leading newspaper. It re-
marks that it was widely felt in the city that a
person finding himself in possession of one of
the missing $10 or $20 bills in the Greenlease
kidnaping case would be foolish to notify the
FBI because the finder would be subjected to
intense grilling, treated like a eriminal, hauled
out of bed in the middle of the night. The
editorial deplores this attitude and states: “For
the plain fact is that the FBI needs to improve
its public relations. By this we do not mean
hiring more public relations agents and sending
oul releases to the newspapers about the achieve-
ments of the FBI under J. Edgar Hoover. What
we mean is that the "B needs to reassure law-
abiding citizens that it alse abides by the law;
that it respects constitutional rights of the in
dividual; that it gets search warrants when it
should have them; that it obeys the anti-wire-
tapping provisions of the Federal Communications
Act. The local office of the FBI knows full well
why it is the subject of eriticism in the Greenlease
case. [2 knows why some people a2re saying that
they are afraid they might be routed out of bed
at 1 aa. f they turned in ranssim money in-
nocently received. It knows why some fear being
hald for long periods and possibly being subjected
to wearing inquiry. . . Dissatisfaction with the
high-handed methods of some FBI agents should
not he permitted to vield &« benefit to erime.
this situation is a warning that Director Hoover
should be the first to appraise for its obvious
worth. No branch of the I'ederal Government can
afford to ignore the public.”
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Judge Frees
Cop Indicted
For Brutality

NEW YORK, Nov. 5 — An-
other shocking case of court
leniency toward police brutality
was chalked up in the world’s
largesi cily yesterday when Fed-
eral Judge Matthew T. Abruzzo
et aside a verdiet of guilty
returned by a federal grand jury
against Patrolman John A. Brull-
man for violating the civil rights

of Francis Galatis, a subway
motorman,
Voicing the indignation felt

particularly in the Negro com-
munity over the judge’s high-
handed action, David L. Weiss,
Socialist Workers candidate for
mayor in last week’s municipal
election, demanded that Mayor-
elect Wagner “make known his
stand on this shameful case.”

Weics reminded the public that
durine the campaign Wagner and
the other major party candidates
had kept silent about police
brutality in New York. “Now, on
the very next day after the elec-
tion, Judge Abruzzo demonstrated
that the courts continue to grind
out class justice against working
veople when he arrogantly flouted
the verdiet of a jury that dared
to find a club-happy cop guilty
of brutality against a transport
workey,”

The facts of the case are as
follove: Galatis, a subway motor-
man, tried to have Patrolman
Brullman arrested March 7, 1952,
for allegedly tampering with the
subway door mechanism and
spittine on the floor.

But ' Brullman arrested Galatis
and then beat him in the subway
station, according to the victim.
In the police station Brullman
beat him again while other cops
looked on.

Quits ALP

VITO

MARCANTONIO

that Galatis suffered fracture of
two ribs and bruises on the face
and body, including a bruise ovey
one kiduey.

Willlam  Conlin, an organizer
of the Transport Workers Union,
reported that the membership
were co angered by this attack
upon a fellow worker that only
with great difficulty were they
restrained from engaging in a
subway slowdown to protest this
new ca<e of police brutality.

The judge reversed the grand
jury verdiet because the prosecu-
tion had only one witness, the
victim who was beaten, while the
defense had five witnesses, all
policemen. “It is hard for me to
believe than an officer would be
allowed to assault a man under
arrest while in a station house
within the sound and sight of
superivr  officers,” said Judge

Dr. Mark Edward Fox testified

Abruzzo.

Former Representative Vito
Marcantonio has resigned as
state chairman of New
York's American Labor Party
and has quit the ALP. This is
the culmination of a break

REPUBLICANS
ATTEMPT ‘SPY’
FRAME-UP

(Continued from page 1)
man’s real “erime,” at most, was
that he was not ready to throw
White to the dogs the minute an
unproved charge was made
against him. And Truman wasn't
even guilty of that particular
crime for very long, because he
rot ril of White in 1947 — a
vear before the FBI's “case”
against White proved so flimsy
that even a redbaiting grand jury
refused to indict him.

POLITICAL AIM

‘The whole affairs is a frameup,
and its aim is given away by its
timing. On Nov. 3 the Repub-
licans took a sound licking at the
polls. On Nov. 4 McCarthy laid

their chief issue.
Brownell threw his stink bomb at

program” of such smears.

believe Truman

down the line that they lost be-
cause they failed to make *“com-
munist infiltration of government"
On Nov. 6

Trumonn, claiming he had Eisen-
hower’s prior approval. On Nov.
10 the Republicans won a Con-
gressional election in California
that had had them worried, and
Brownell promised a '"continuing

On Nov. 11 Eisenhower told a
nress conference that he didn’t
knowingly ap-

with the Stalinists which has been
more than a year in the making.
He announced his resignation on
Nov. 4, the day after the ALP
got the lowest New York City
vote in its history, only 54 372
votes for mayoralty candidate
Clifford T. McAvoy. In 1950, the
ALP candidate for mayvor got
147,578 votes; and in 1949, run-
ning for the same office, Mar-
cantonio himself rolled up 356,-
€26 voles.

During the eampaign Marecan-
tonio accused the Daily Worker,
paper of the Communist Party,
of giving support to Wagner, the
Tammany Democrat, while it
continued to pay lip service to
the ALD.

DOES NOT NAME CP

In his resignation statement,
Marcantonio did not name the
Communist Party as the source
of the confliet in the ALP that
led to his resignation. He spoke
only of ‘“the minority” in the
ALP vhich “were trying to force
upon uvs the role of a pressure
group" and which continued its
obstruction “until the eve of the
election and even on election day.”
For this reason, he complained,
the ALP was “never able tlo
launch an effective campaign.”

He argued that because the
ALP remains “a ‘house divided"”
it will be unable to muster the
rnecessary 50,000 votes for gov-
ernor in 1954 to remain on the
ballot. He said that henceforth
the ALP will become “more and
more a pressure group . .. more
and more a mimeograph machine
rather than a political party."
The degeneration of the ALP,
hawever, is inherent in its com-
position and program and was al-
ready far advanced before Mar-
cantonio began to fall out with

pointed a spy; that he hadn't dis-| the Stalinists,

A

he didn't

cussed this aspect of the affair
with Brownell;
doubt Truman's loyalty; and that
believe Brownell

He still has voiced no basic
political differences with the
Stalinists, whose line he followed
for almost two decades. He quit

that he didn't

had

He died alone in a boarding
side, and so no man can tel
moments held.

But all of us, his comrades,
know at least this: If Art Qued-
nau awoke in the night when
death same seeping in, he may
have thought and known many
things. Bul not a one of them
was fear,

Art came to the Buffalo branch
of the Socialist Workers Party
eight years ago. He walked inlo
a meeting carrying a copy of the
Militant which had been given
to him at a distribution, and soon
afterward he joined the party.

For eight years Comrade Qued-
nau was with us. For eight years
we knew this old man, quiet, un-
complaining, genial, faithful and
devoted to the revolutionary
movement. Working as a ware-
house elevator operator he earned
little money, but every week he
was punctilious in giving his fin-
ancial contribution to the work-
ers' cause., His health was failing,
he was tired, but almost every
week he found the strength to
participate with his comrades in
the branch meeting.

Art was born in Potsdam, Ger-
many and spent most of his child-
hood on a farm near Havana,
Cuba. As a young man he came
to the United States, then ship-
ped out as a ¢oal passer to Liver-
pool and Glasgow and later to
India, where he worked at the
vast Tata Iron and Steel Works.

But Art Quednau had made
the error of being born in Ger-
many, so, at the outbreak o1
World War I, the British govern-
ment flung him into prison as an
enemy alien. For five years he
stayed in that Indian prisen, and
when he came out there was much
of his youth, much of his strength
that was gone from him forever.

Shipped back to Germany, he
worked at Krupp. Back later in
the United States he sweated in
the glare of the Homestead open
hearths until his health could no
longer bear the strain. Then he
worked for years in foundries
until his ruined body was fit only
for the elevator operator's job
that was his last.

Art Quednau had a dream, not
the dream of a better world to
come when the workers rise to
bring order out of the capitalist
chaos — that was no dream for
Art the realist. That was a fact
that  would come into being
through the help of such as Art
himself and not a dream. Art's
dream was a personal one, and
it went like this:

In Coudersport, Pemnsylvania
he had a farm where he spent
his vacation each year, and some
day. . . some day he would go
there to live out the last years
of his life. It was mecessary ‘o
wait only until he was 65 when
the gracious government would
grant him his social security pit-
tance.

This past summer some of us

ART QUEDNAU

1890--1953

BUFFALO — An old man died in the dark of night.

house with no friend at his
| of the things that his last
O,
weather beaten little frame house
hidden in the hills some three-
quarters of a mile from the high-
way. We stopped the over-heated
car and got out. Art looked about,
his face eawer ana happy. He
filled his lungs with the clean
air of the woods and the hiils.
“Tt's good Lo be hack,” he said,
and the love of the woods and the
hills was in his voice,

He showed us his place, two
walls of one room shelved from
floor to ceiling with books. He
told ‘'us how he intended to ifix
up the house, “if I live long
enough.” He had two years to
go, two years before he would
reach 65 and his pension, when,
like a worked-out beast of bur-
den, he might be let out to pas-
ture.

‘But he couldn’t make it.

Perhaps he never really be-
lieved that he would make it. But
that wouldn’t have mattered. He'd
have kept trying, kept planning.
Like all of those who really love
life he had no fear of death. When
the end would come, it would
come; but until then the dawn of
tomorrew always glowed. While
there was life there was hard-
ship, true, there was work and
struggle, but there was the good
fight for a better world for all of
mankind. There were books to
be read, ideas to be grasped with
that living, pulsing portion of
vouth that no prison, no disease,
no steel works could kill. While
there yet was life there was in-
tegrity, there was courage.

Comrade Arthur Quednau,
Trotskyist fighter, revolutionary
internationalist, we, your com-
rades, salute you.

PHILADELPHIA

25th Anniversary
Celebration of
The SWP and The Militant
Buffet Dinner from 6:30 P.M.
Special Program at 8:30 P.M,
Saturday, Nov. 21
ST 4-5820

Militant Labor Hall
1303 West Girard Avenue

Newark Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

presents a talk on

The Huckster
and the Politician
Speaker:

Mark Burns
Friday, Nov. 20, al 8:30
at 52 Market Street

drove Art down to his place, a

publicly impugned Truman's

loyalty.

Eisenhower's  straddling

Liberals will probably peint to
state-
ments as signs of some “basic”

the ALP, .“despite the fact that
we speak for the majority,” when
he figured it could no longer
serve his own interests as a self-
seeking poljtical opportunist,

distinction between the President
on one side and Brownell and Mec-
Carthy on the other. They
couldn’t be wronger if they tried.

If Eisenhower really disap-
proved of what Brownell had done,
he wouldn’t have restated his
confidence in his Attorney Gen-
cral, ard he wouldn’t have waited
five davs until he had the chance
to see that Brownell had gone a
little too fast and the smear was
beginning to boomerang on its
authors.

WHAT THEY AGREE ON

nence,

not
supporting
political
leaders,

the

NOT A LABOR PARTY

With the defection of iis sole
remaining figure of any promi-
is unlikely to
play ary further electoral role of
significance. The CP has indicaled,
however that it may continue to
play wound with the
its 0w propaganda purposes and
for such electoral purposes as do
cul across its main
pro - Democratic
policies of

the ALP

Marcantonio Quits ALP,
Says It Has No Future

The very name of the Amer-
ican Labor Party is a complete
deception. It is not “American”
in the sense of a nation-wide
party. It has always been confined
to New York State, principally
to N.Y. City. And to call itself a
“labor’ party is an even more
gross deception. It lacks the supe-
port of a single union. It is still
formally a wing of the almost-
defunct Progressive Party, which
was organized in 1948 as a third
capitalist party to run Henry
Wallace for President.

BEGAN WITH UNION BASE

Originally, the ALP was a
genuine  laboy party. Il was
formed in 1936 by leading unions
‘n New York state, including the
International Ladies Garment
Workers, Amalgamated Clothing
Workers and' numerous others.
The party was used by its coali-
tion of Social Democratic, New
Deal and Stalinist leaders 1o
corral the large New York radical
vote for Roosevelt, Lehman, La

Guardin  and other capitalist
candidates.
During the war period, the

Dubin~ky-Rose group, represent-
ing the TLGWU and Ilatmakers,
came inta  increasing  conflict
with the Hillman-Stalinist bloe,
The former finally split in 1944
and formed the Liberal Party.
The ALP, minus one important
section of unions, continued to
support capitalist candidates, in-
cluding O’Dwyer for mayor in
1445, With the onset of the “cold
war,” a struggle began between
vhe Stalinists and the remaining
non-Stalinist union leaders. When
the  Stalinist - dominated ALP
backed the Wallace campaign in
1048, most of the unions, like
the CIO clothing, stecl, auto,
maritime and (ransport. workers,
waulked ont of the ALP. By 1952,
it was completely divorced from
the uvion movement.

SUPPORT CAPITALISM
Programmatically, the ALP has
been a proponent of “progressive”
capitalism, desceribed as “FDR's
12-point ecconomic program.” Its
so-called anti-war program has
nothing in ecommon with a genuine
class struggle anti-war poliey. It
supports the UN, the current
countespart of the League of Na-
tions, which Lenin described as
the “thieves’ kitchen." It proposes
to achieve “peace’” through a deal
for the division and subjugation
of the world between Moscow
and Washingfon, If is in (his sense
that the ALP has been for many
vears — with Marcantonio’s full
knowledge and support — a pres=
sure group for the Kremlin's

foreign policy.

Furthermore, Eisenhower ad-
mitted that he fully endorsed
Brownell's request to attack the
Truman administration for hiring
a “spy" — a charge that will be

will make big capital of),

the man “knowingly,”
of
hower, Brownell

crats on the “communist

of timing and tactics.

the Brownell - Truman

wing of the GOP

be counted on to expand the witch

growinrg discontent with the
presert administration, or, fail-
ing that, to intimidate them with
the fear that they too will be
dubbed “communist” if they dare
Lo voice their grievances.

Any illusions about what to
expect from the Republicans on
this score will be very costly.
But the same applies to the
Democrats. They think the best
way to defend themselves against
Republican redbaiting is by in-
tensifving  Democratic redbait-
ing, and they show they cannot
be relied on to fight McCarthyism
from a progressive standpoint be-
cause they accept and embrace
its basic premises.

American democratic liberties
have never heen in such danger
as they are today. To defend and

extend them, both capitalist
partics must be resisted and
removed from political power.
United mass action agaifdst the

witeh huni points inevitably to
the need for a new party, an in-
dependent labor party, uniting
those elements of the population
who really believe in and want
to save the Bill of Rights.

(Sece editorial, Page 3.)

Dava Beck., president of
powerful AL Teamsters,
reportedly  making overtures to
Harry Bridges, head of the inde-
pendent West Coast . Jongshore-
men’s union, to comé into the

the

is

AFL.

remembered, and that McCarthy
in-
dependently of the other issue of
whethir or not Truman appointed
The essence
the matter is that Eisen-
and McCarthy
alike want to smear the Demo-
spy”
issue, although they may differ
somewhat on secondary maftters

Despite Eisenhower's pretense
of a “aviddle of the road” straddle,
affairs
serves warning that the MeCarthy
is becoming
more influential every day, and
that all wings of the party can

hunt. The political motivation will
be to divert the attention of the
American people away from their

The series of mobilizations to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of
The Militant are now well under
way in many areas.
Results are not yet
in from the first of
these except for
Philadelphia and Los
Angeles where the
comrades beguan a
few weeks early and
will hold their con-
cluding sale early
also. San Francisco
and New York will
et off Lo a late start
due ‘o pressure of other work
around the fall elections. A score-
board will be printed in next
week's Militant and will appear
throughout the campaign to show
results of sales.

Tom Carey sends in an outline
of Los Angeles' plans for a
systematic sale of Militants and
other socialist literature tied in
with lectures, classes and social
affairs, He writes that Militant
salesmen have divided into teams
of two, each team to be respon-
sible for developing a route of 20
regular readers. AL the end of
the six weeks' period readers
who have been receiving the
paper cach week will be asked to
take a subscription.

An important part of the cam-
paign, in addition to door to door
work, will be sales by trade
unionists to the workers in their
plants. The new pamphlet by
Jaumes P, Caunnon, “America's
Road to Socialism,"” will be used
as soon as it is published to
further introduce socialist ideas
to Militant readers.

Before beginning the campaign,
Tom reports, test sdles were con-
ducted in several neighborhoods:
“The first Sunday four comrades
went out and sold 25 copies of the
paper in about an hour. The
second Sunday five comrades sold
60 copies In this zale the people
who hought the paper the previous
week weve revisited and many
of them bought a second copy.

“On our first 25th Anniversary
Mobilization 160 copies were sold
house to house. One sub was sold
in the process of the canvassing.
Subs were sold during the week
also fo both The Militant and

Philadelphia Litevature Agent
Clara Raymond writes, “Our plan
is to work three different areas
of the city, allowing two weeks
in cach one, thereby permitting us
to lest where we can obtain the
best results for future work. On
our first sale last week eight com-
rades were able to sell 26 Mili-
tants, We are awarding a prize
of a specially inseribed copy of
‘The Case of the Legless Vet-
eran’ to the comrade who spends
the greatest number of hours
selling in the campaign.”

C. D of Youngstown writes, “I
recent'y read a copy of your
paper and T am pleased with your
views on racial matters. Please
send me g six months subseription
to The Militant,"

Many thanks to M. V. of St.
Louis who writes, “Enclosed is $5,
Please continue my subseription
without loss of any issues. $3 is
for the sub and the remaining $2
is a contribution, Wish T could
give more but I didn’t work much
this wear. Best wishes for the
future.”

Our sincere thanks also to C. 8.
of Cleveland, Ohio who sends in
$10, “$3 for my renewal and the
other 87 is a contribution.”

LOS ANGELES
Friday Night Forum

presents
A Series of Leclures
(+) AFL-CIO Unity?
Speaker:

Tom Kerry
Organizer of the Socialist
Workers Party, Los Angeles,
Union organizer and labor edi-
tor. will discuss recent devel-
opments in the American labor
movement.,

Fri., Nov. 20, 8 I. M.
(5) Racial Discrimination
Richard Fraser
Writer, Lecturer
Fri., Nov, 27, 8 P. M,
FORUM HALL
1792 E. 4th St. Tel. AN 9-4953
Questions — Discussion
Refreshments

Subscription 35 cents
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