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SWP Sees New 
Opportunities for 
Socialism in U. S.

The new political'situation in the United States was 
discussed by the 25th Anniversary Plenum o f‘the Socialist 
Workers Party held Nov. 2-3 in New York City. The 
Plenum  ( fu l l  m eeting o f the Na-<5> 
tion a l C om m ittee) analyzed the
significant, signs o f r is in g  mass 
d issa tis fac tion  w ith  the  E isen­
hower b illio n a ire  governm ent re ­
vealed by the recent election 
re tu rns . A  rounded p rogram  o f 
p a rty  a c t iv ity  geared to  stepped- 
up prepa ra tions fo r  the 1954 elec­
tion  was adopted. A vigorous cam­
paign to press the SW P proposal 
fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f an inde­
pendent Labor P a rty  fo r  the V>54 
elections was launched.

F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tiona l Sec­
re ta ry  o f the SW P, reported on 
“ The New P o litica l S itua tion  and 
the P a rty  - B u ild in g  O utlook.’’ 
Dobbs is w e ll known in  the 
Am erican labor movement fo r  his 
ou tstand ing w ork  as an organ izer 
in  the fam ous M inneapolis truck  
d rive rs  s tr ik e  o f 1934. L a te r he 
led the d rive  to organize 250,000 
over-the-road d rive rs  in the m id ­
west. He was ja ile d  by the 
Roosin’c lt  ad m in is tra tion  du rin g  
W orld  W ar I I ,  a long w ith  17 
o ther leaders o f the SW P and 
C IO -Team sters, fo r  his uncom ­
p rom is ing  opposition to cap ita lis t 
war. He was the p a r ty ’s candidate 
fo r  P esidenl. in  1948 and 1952.

N E W  T R E N D S
In his re p o rt to  the Plenum. 

Dobbs noted the g row ing  mass 
po litica l antagonism  to the B ig 
Business ad m in is tra tion  in W ash­
ing ton . the spreading movement 
fo r  the 30-hour week w ith  no 
reduction ip,.,nayf  the. re a c tio n .o f 
the fa rm ers to price-declines, the 
increased frequency o f so-called

w ildca t s trikes and the e ffec­
tiveness o f the SW P’s recent 
electoral a c tiv ity .

I l l  1953 the p a rty  conducted 
.m unicipal cam paigns in Oakland, 
Los Angeles, New  Y o rk , D e tro it 
and San Francisco. The to ta l vote 
given to the SW P candidates in 
these elections was 29,335. The 
cam paigns were conducted on a 
h a rd -h ittin g  program  o f opposi­
tion- to W a ll S tree t’s d rive  tow ard 
W orld  W a r I I I .

“ The tra n s itio n  to  a general 
upsurge o f labor m ay be a 
prolonged process,”  Dobbs said. 
“ B ut we m ust be a le rt to a ll signs 
o f s h ift  in  the mood and action 
o f the w orkers and take fu l l  ad­
vantage o f a ll favo rab le  develop­
ments fo r  advancing our proposal 
fo fo rm  an independent Labor 
P a r ty .”

T rac ing  these s h ifts  in the 
w orkers ’ mood, Dobbs said, “ The 
workers a lready fee l the  e ffects 
o f loss o f overtim e pay, reduced 
w ork week a t reduced pay, m ount­
ing la y -o ffs , h igh  taxes and h igh 
(■♦>St -o f- liv in g . . . These changes 
in Lhe condition o f the w orkers 
are expressed in  the sw ing o f 
vo te r?  away from  the Republican 
p a rty  and Eisenhower.”

Dobbs declared lh a t “ these sen­
s it iv e  mass reactions lo  lhe firs t 
signs o f depression actua lly  'm an­
ife s t loss o f fa ith  in cap ita lism  
a lthough -the w orkers have not 
yet become conscious o f th is . O ur 
job is to  help thy  to il in g  passes 
develop p o lit ic a l 'ciass-conscious- 

(Continued on page 3)

WRIGHT WORKERS VOICE 
ANGER AT CUT-BACKS

By Tom Denver
PATERSON, N.J. -— “ Who are they kidding?”  said 

a young veteran. “ The notice said 1400 were getting the 
ax and now they’re laying o ff men who’ve been on the
job six months. They m ust have •> 
hired five o r s ix  thousand in th a t

GOP Uses “Spy” Frame-Up 
To Smear Democratic Rivals
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Layoffs, Political Action 
Are Key Issues for C IO

9

tim e. ’
“ Yeah,”  said another veteran, 

“ i t ’s just like  the arm y. When 
there are 5000 casualties in a 
ba ttle  they te ll you there  were 
on ly 2000.”  '*

The two vets were p a r t o f a 
g roup  o f 13 employees o f one de­
pa rtm e n t o f the W rig h t A e ro ­
nautica l Co. who had ju s t  been 
handed slips s ta tin g  ve ry  s im p ly  
tha t because they were excess 
they were being la id o ff ,  e ffec tive  
two days fro m  the date o f 
no tifiea l ion.

“ Two days notice,”  said a 
w o rke r b itte r ly . “ You t ry  q u itt in g  
w ithou t g iv ing  them at least tw<* 
week’s notice and the y ’ l l  never 
h ire  you back again.”

“ W a it ’ll I go home and te ll m y 
old la dy ," said a fa th e r  o f ten 
days. “ She’ll  meet me a t the  door 
w ith  the baby in her arm s and 
I ’ ll say. well honey, I ’ve been laid 
o ff. I a lready to ld  her when the 
notice w ent up I m ig h t not get 
la id o ff.  Then I spoke to the 
forem an and lie. said I had no th ing 
to w o rry  about because they w ont 
touch th is  departm ent.”

“ W h a t the heck does the 
forem an know? He m ig h t be back 
ru n n in g  a machine h im se lf be­
fo re  th is  is over. When the word 
comes down fro m  the top, you go 
— p e rio d !”

“ W H A T  A B O U T  H O U S E ?”
A il ex-navy m an’s m ind was 

on the fu tu re . " I f  I  can’ t  get. 
another job  in Jersey soon, I ’ll 
go back lo  m y old job in  New 
Y ork  ’’

“ W hat about lh e  house you 
ju s t bo ug h t? " asked an old tim er, 
touching a sore spo l.

“ I ’ |l sell the damn tilin g . I 
should get back m ore than 1 pu t 
in  i t . ”

“ W hat about the m ortg a g e ? ”
“ I ’ll sell th a t too, w h a t do you 

th in k ? ”
“ Yeah, you be tte r g e t r id  o f 

i t  qu ick,”  said the old t in ie r  
re len tless ly . “ The w ay th in g s  are 
go ing the bottom  is go ing  to drop 
out o f houses.”

“ W iir .t ’re you ta lk in g  abou t? ”  
snapped the ex-navy» man. “ W hat 
do you th in k  th e y ’re go ing to do 
i f  you can’t  meet a p d ym en t? "

“ Foreclose. W hat do you th in k  
the y ’re go ing to do?”

“ Y ou’re  crazy,’1 said the ex- 
navy man contem ptuously. “ Do 
you th in k  they’l l  foreclose on a 
m illio n  ex -G I’s? I ’d like  to see 
th a t! ”

T h ”  old t im e r looked around 
the group. “ You d idn ’t  sec the 
last depression,”  he said s low ly.

“ G E T  U S E D  TO IT ”
“ Say, close th a t damn w indow, 

i t ’s cold in here,”  said a newcomer 
w a lk in g  in to  the washroom . “ Do 
you th in k  I ’mi one o f those bums 
th a t’s used to hang ing  around the 
corner in b lizzard  and a l l? ”  

“ W ell, you be lte r ge t used to 
it , ”  said tw o  o r three w orkers 
sim ultaneously.

Many Unions Ask 
Thirty-Hour Week 
At 40 Hours’ Pay

By Joseph Keller
CIO Steelworkers in  Canton, 

O., have made the firs t unem ploy­
ment dem onstration in th is  coun­
t r y  since W orld  W ar I I .  “ A scene 
rem iniscent o f depression days”  is 
how the Associated Press des­
cribed the Oct. 29 Canton protest 
against recent la yo ffs  tha t have 
idled up to 9,000 w orkers in th is  
one sm all in d u s tr ia l area alone.

There were on ly  20 banner- 
hearing paraders. They marched 
before the m ain office o f the 
T im ken R o lle r B earing  Co. fo r  
about 10 m inutes. But i f  the 
preser* national ra te  o f la yo ffs  
continues fo r  another year, th is  
f irs t  l i t t le  dem onstra tion may be 
the advance guard o f m illio ns  
who w ill be forced to march fo r  
jobs ?nd bread.

In the firs t years o f the 1929- 
40 depression, the w orkers were 
la rg e ly  unorganized. The pnions 
theiv-<ee2jce««Hb- thamsekve® k it t le ' 
w ith  the p lig h t  o f the unem ploy­
ed. Today, the w orkers are 
p o w e rfu lly  organized and look to 
th e ir  unions im m ed ia te ly  when 
la y o ffs  h it  them. I t  is sym bolic 
th a t the Canton w orkers  paraded 
to the p lan t gates d ire c tly  from  
th e ir union m eeting, a fte r  John 
E. Johns, d is tr ic t  steel union 
d irec to r, to ld them “ som ething 
m ust be done about unem ploy­
ment.”

Yes, som eth ing m ust be done 
about unem ploym ent. I t  is  one of 
the m ost pressing problem s on 
which the members w i l l  expect 
the CIO  convention on Nov. 16 
to act.

The union ranks want th e ir 
leaders, firs t o f a ll, to  stop 
repeating the s illy  nonsense 
about “ ta lk in g  our w ay”  in to  a 
depression. Depressions are a 
“ b u ilt - in ”  fea tu re  o f cap ita lism . 
You can’t ta lk  you r way in to  
them —  or out o f them.

DOCTORED S T A T IS T IC S
It. is; im p o rta n t to rea lize how 

extensive the la yo ffs  a lready are. 
Governm ent s ta tis tics  are being 
crudely doctored to conceal the 
true exten t o f g ro w in g  mass un­
em ploym ent.

A lth o u g h  alm ost d a ily  la yo ffs  
are be ing reported fro m  m a jo r 
industries and in d u s tria l areas, 

(Continued on page 3)

PROPOSAL FOR LABOR PARTY 
WIDELY DISCUSSED IN UNIONS

By Art Preis
The most crucial question facing the CIO national 

convention opening Nov. 16 ip Cleveland is: What kind 
of political action shall labor take in the coming period
o f r is in g  unem ploym ent, a n t i- b ­
union w itch  hunts and th re a t o f
w a r and specifica lly in  the 1954 
elections ?

A lo ng  w ith  th is  question goes 
another; Shall A m erican  labor 
break w ith  the  p o licy  o f sup­
p o rtin g  the candidates and parties 
o f the cap ita lis ts  and bu ild  its  
own independent labo r p a r ty  —  a 
p a rty  based on the  unions and 
devoted to p u ttin g  labor in to  
p o lit ic a l power?

T h is  is being considered ever 
more w ide ly  in the unions. W ith in  
recent weeks, fo r  instance, two 
in flu e n tia l and conservative lead­
ers o f the A m erican  F edera tion  
o f Labor, George Meany and 
Dave Beck, have raised th is  
question.

U n like  the com plete ly hostile  
statem ents o f m any union leaders 
in the past, Meany and Beck 
how "say thfey' a r t  riot bpposed id 
p rinc ip le  to A m erican labor 
bu ild ing , its  own p a rty  sometime 
in the fu tu re , a lthough they s t i l l  
propose to  c lin g  fo r  the present 
to the old d iscred ited, co rrup t. 
B ig  Business p o lit ic a l machines, 
p a r tic u la r ly  the Democrats. Thus, 
A F L  Pres. George M eany stated 
on a recent N B C -T V  prog ram :

W A L TE R  R E U TH E R

“ I  ra y  th is , th a t i f ,  a t  some 
fu tu re  date, the A m erican  labor 
movement feels th a t i t  cannot 
c a rry  out it® objective, th a t the 
pressure is too s trong  p o lit ic a lly  
in  the le g is la tive  ha lls o f the 
nation, that, i t  would be necessary 
fo r  a new p o lit ic a l p a rty . I th in k  
th a t Am erican labo r w i l l  go 
righ t, down th a t road as fa r  as i t  
in’ necessary and fo rm  a p o lit ic a l 
p a r ty  bu t I do no t see th a t as o l 
now and do no t th in k  f i t  is  neces­
sary, as o f now .”

S im ila r ly , A F L  T e n n i s t  c r  s 
President Dave Beck diverged so 
fa r  from  the tra d itio n a l A F L  
leadership’s h o s t ility  to even the 
thought o f a labor p a r ty  as to 
state on Oct. 20 th a t those “ who 
seek to p u t the chain o f th e  T a ft-  
H a rtle y  A c t”  around labo r “ w ill 
Ijj^e to sec the day when A m e r­
ican la bo r w f ll fo llo w  E rig jlin d ’s 
[exam ple ] and t ie  progress to 
po litica l action.”  A nd he had no 
doubt th a t A m erican labor could 
be successful in  th is  endeavor. 
“ Don’t  te ll me,”  said Beck, “ th a t 
a labor m ovem ent o f 16,000,000 
w orker* can’t  develop a po litica l 
machine.”

I t  is tru e  th a t union leaders 
like  M eany and Beck oppose the 
fo rm a tio n  o f such a p a r ty  now. 
B u t it  is  s ig n ifica n t th a t they 
now ad m it a labo r p a r ty  is  a 
re a lis tic  a lte rna tive  to  the old 
po licy o f tie in g  the unions to the 
cap ita ' 1st ‘ p o lit ic a l machines. U n ­
doubtedly, they are re fle c tin g  tin 
even more im m ediate and u rgen t 
desire fo r  a labo r p a rty  in  the 
ranks.

W hat o ther road can labor 
take, i f  i t  does no t want, to  face 
to ta l reaction in the n o t d is ta n t 
fu tu re  and complete destruction? 
O nly a year ago, the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  was repudiated, its  promises 
having tu rned ou t false. The 
Republican P a rty  has already 
disappointed m any who voted fo r  
i t  in 1952. Before the CIO con­
vention —  as before ever}» m a jo r 
section o f organized labo r —  his­
to ry  poses the g re a t task and 
grand po ss ib ility  fo r  s e ttin g  in  
m otion now a dynam ic crusade 
fo r  a m ig h ty  Am erican labo r 
p a rty .

W orried  Over GOP Losses

Pres. E isenhower and Senate Republican leader W illia m  F. 
Know land o f C a lifo rn ia  a t a recent W h ite  House conference. 
Seeking to reverse an ti-R epub lican trend shown in  recent elec­
tions, the A d m in is tra tio n  and Congressional Republicans have 
launched d ir ty  “ com m unist spy”  fram e-up cam paign.

Socialist Workers Message 
Reached Wide N.Y. Audience

NEW YORK — A preliminary count by the Police 
Department gives the Socialist Workers Party the follow­
ing vote in the Nov. 3 municipal elections: for Mayor,
2194; C om ptro lle r, 3124; and-®-
Council President, 2338. The 
o ther m ino r p a rty  on the ba llo t, 
the Socialist Labor P a rty , received 
about h a lf th a t num ber o f votes 
fo r  the same offices. The Com­
munis; P a rty  leader run n ing  fo r 
D is tr ic t A tto rn e y  in M anhattan 
under the label. Peoples R ights 
P a rty , received 2,725 votes.

The SW P vote represents an 
increase over the las t comparable 
election, the 1949 m ayo ra lty  con­
test, and over the vote obtained 
in New Y o rk  C ity  in last yea r’s 
cam paign.

The value o f the cam paign, 
however, cannot be measured by 
the vote. M any who would o the r­
wise have cast a “ pro test”  vote 
ju s t  stayed aw ay fro m  the polls. 
The New Y'ork Local considers 
the recent cam paign the best in 
its  h is to ry . The message o f revo­
lu tio n a ry  socialism  and the name 
o f the p a rty  were pu t before 
more New Y orkers than ever be 
fore.

The SW P candidates —  David

Weiss, Joyce Cowley and C ath­
erine G ra tia  —  made 26 rad io  
and te levision appearances, more 
than in  any prev ious SWP 
m unicipa l cam paign. M oreover 
the leng th  o f tim e  on rad io  and 
TV was much g re a te r than in  any 
previous cam paign. Several o f 
the program s were na tiona l 
hookups.

Le tte rs  responding to the 
broadcasts as w e ll as comments 
at. fo rum s, s tree t m eetings and 
pub lic  m eetings b y  w orkers  
indicated the favo rab le  im ­
pression made by the SW P 
candidates.

Despite the w itch  hu n t a t­
mosphere and the lack o f interest, 
.n the m unic ipa l e lection, the 
SWP.. spokesmen found fr ie n d ly  
audiences a t the  m any fo rum s 
and s tree t corner ra llie s  at 
which they appeared. A t  several 
fo rum s w ith  o ther candidates, the 
SW P spokesmen usu a lly  received 
the most applause, questions and 
contacts.

Jim Crow System in South Is Still Riding High
By George Lavan

Is il true w hat they say about 
D ix ie  —  that th ings  have basica lly 
ch a n g ’d there ; lh a t you w ouldn ’t 
recognize it today compared w ith  
before the w a r; tha t J im  Crow 
w a lls  have tum bled o r are 
tum b lin g  down au tom atica lly?

Not by a long shot. Some gains 
have been made — by fig h tin g . 
The s itua tion  holds prom ise i f  the 
tigh t is intensified and extended. 
But as y e t there has been no 
fundam enta l change in the p o li­
tica l. economic o r social position 
o f the Negro people in Ibe land 
o f J im  Crow.

Illus ions l.o the con tra ry  flo w  
from  two sources. F irs t, some 
sincere believers in equal r ig h ts  
are v ic tim s o f w ish fu l th in k in g  
ml believe that J im  Crow ba rrie rs  

have been breached more than 
they ac tu a lly  have. Second, 
enemies o f fu l l  eq ua lity  are 
spreading the idea th a t enough 
has been won b y  s trugg le  and a ll 
tha t is  now required is to s it  back 
and w a it w h ile  changes au to­
m a tica lly  and g ra du a lly  come 
about.

To correct these illus ions and 
show tha t the b a ttle  is fa r  from  
over, a look at the fac ts  is su f­
fic ient.

D iscrim in a tion  in em ploym ent

in the South hasn’t  changed in 
any im p o rta n t respect. A  new 
proo f o f th is  has ju s t  come from  
the N a tiona l P lann ing Associa­
tion . It. has ju s t  completed a 
survey on Negro em p loym ent in 
the upper South covering  ap­
p ro x im a te ly  105,000 jobs o f which 
about 17,001) were held by Ne­
groes. The ou ts tand ing  conclusion 
o f the re p o rt is the permanence 
o f J im  C row  in em ploym ent 
“ th rough  fifteen years o f depres­
sion, w a r and cold w a r.”

Negroes were found to  be 
to ta lly  excluded from  w h ite  co lla r 
jobs in a ll hut Negro-owned 
businesses. Despite a ll w a r-tim e 
labor shortages no Negroes be­
came tilin g  cle rks or s tenograph­
ers in w h ite  - operated concerns 
covered by th is  study. In on ly 
three o f the 108 companies 
studied were Negroes found in 
superv isory jobs, but in no case 
did they w o rk  over w h ites in  the 
chain o f command. The race 
ceiling’ on job c lassifications s t i l l  
holds N egro w orkers down.

This survey o f Negro em ploy­
m ent in the upper South is, o f 
course, a va lid  p ic tu re  o f the deep 
South as w e ll.

Some social gains have been 
made —  by d in t o f hard fig h tin g  
and the blood o f m a rty rs  like

H a rry  T. Moore. B u t on ly  ou t­
post« c f  the J im  Crow fo rtress  
have been taken, the s in is te r w a lls  
s t i l l  rem a in  unbreached. W eekly 
the press reports  its  sham eful 
quota o f bombings o f Negro 
homes on Cairo S tree t in A tla n ta ; 
o f Negroes arrested on F lo rida  
busses: o f police b ru ta lity  in every 
c ity  and town. In  B a ltim ore  
M arian Anderson, the  fam ous 
soprano, is prevented from  s ing ing  
in the L y r ic  Theatre. In  M em phis 
and B irm ingham  the au tho rities  
prevent w h ite  members o f Jackie 
Robinson’s A ll-S ta r  baseball team 
from  p lay in g  Exhib ition games 
w 'ilh  !h e ir  Negro teammates.

TE R R O R  C O N T IN U E S  
One ease alone, that o f W il­

liam  E. Kikes in Selma, Alabam a, 
shows that the Scottsboro era has 
not ended in the South. F ikes, a 
24-year old fa th e r o f fou r, was 
accused o f rape. Over 30 w h ite  
fam ilies  from  nearby M arion 
where F ikes lives and works, as 
a f i l l in g  s ta tion  attendant, te s t if i­
ed tha t he was in M arion at the 
tim e o f the crim e. The a ll-w h ite  
ju ry  nevertheless sentenced h im  
to 99 years in  prison. And the 
prosecution, b itte r  a t th is  “ l ig h t ”  
sentence, sought to  re - ind ic t 
F ikes on a charge o f n ig h t-tim e

bu rg la ry , which is a cap ita l crim e 
fo r  Negroes in  A labam a.

Those who m ig h t g ra n t t-lrat 
the economic and social position 
o f the N egro in  the South hasn’t  
changed as much as propagandists 
make out, point, w ith  c e rta in ty  to 
the po litica l field. Here, to be 
sure, im p o rta n t v ic to ries  have 
been won. The dogged w o rk  of 
Negro citizens com m ittees and 
some unions has g re a tly  increased 
the num ber o f N egro voters in 
elections. In N o rth  C aro lina fo r  
the f irs t  tim e since Reconstruc­
tion , Negroes have been elected 
to some m un ic ipa l offices. T h is  is 
one o f the most, p rom is ing  
developments in the South. But 
it. is  fa r  from  complete. Negro 
vo tin g  is s t i l l  te r r ib ly  low. In 
many d is tr ic ts  i t  is w o rth  his life  
fo r  n Negro to a tte m p t to 
reg is ter. In  N o rth  C aro lina  its e lf, 
Negro sharecroppers fe a r losing 
contracts o r being cheated o f 
th e ir  crops i f  the y  dare vote. 
Thus much o rgan iz ing , sacrific ing  
and fig h tin g  rem ains to  bo- done.

B ut aside fro m  m unic ipa l p o li­
tics the Negro people have not 
reg istered any notable po litica l 
gain. Indeed th e ir  enemies are 
more p o w e rfu lly  entrenched than 
ever :n the sta te  cap ito ls  and in 
W ashington. The D ix iecra ts  are

reap ing the rewards o f th e ir  bold 
independent po licy . Eisenhower 
woos them assiduously —  fo r  
instance the appo in tm en t o f 
G overnor Byrnes o f South Caro­
lina  to  the U N  —  in the. hope o f 
w inn ing  them over to the Repub­
lican P a rty  o r a t least keeping 
them independent o f the Demo­
crats. Conversely the Dem ocratic 
national leaders are try in g  to  w in 
them back w ith  even b igger 
promises. Th is means ju n k in g  
w hatever “ libe ra lism ”  exists in 
the Dem ocratic P a r ty  in the 
Boutli.

A P P E A S E  T A L M A D G E
The Nov. 9 issue o f the libera l 

New Republic ca rries  a fu ll-pa ge  
lament, from  a Southern libera l 
over the treason o f A d la i Steven­
son and. the top Dem ocratic com­
mand to Southern libe ra lism . On 
Nov. 24 Stevenson w il l  make a 
good-w ill v is i t  to G overnor Tal- 
nvadge o f Georgia, arch foe of 
the Negro people and o f labor. 
The v is it is an obvious move to 
s o lid ify  re la tions  between the 
N o rth e rn  leaders o f the Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty  and the D ix iecra t 
elements —  w ith  the Negroes 
and libe ra ls  in  the  Dem ocratic 
P a rty  o f the South be ing th row n  
to the wolves.

' T l i i g r e a t l y  strengthens the 
hand o f Talm adge, Byrnes e t al 
in the segregated school figh t. 
So fa ”  they have attem pted to 
in tim ida te  the Supreme C ourt 
against a ru l in g  against J im  
Crow education and h a v e  
threatened to evade such a ru lin g  
i f  it is made.

O l d - t i m e  slaveholder A ndrew  
Jackson once sneered when the 
Supreme Court handed down an 
opinion d isliked by the aggres­
sive siavcocraey: "The Supreme 
Court has made its  decision, now 
le t it. enforce i t . ”  T h is  w ill he the  
m otto o f the rac is ts  in the. South, 
now that  they have a deal w ith  
leaders o f both the Republican 
and Dem ocratic Thirties. I f  the 
Supreme Court dares ru le aga inst 
J im  Crow schools the ru le rs  o f 
the South w il l  s im p ly  ignore and 
evade it, and W ash ing ton ■— 
w hether the Republicans o r Demo­
cra ts  are in power —  w on’t  in ­
te rfe re .

Thus w h ile  some gains in  the 
South have been made, the J im  
Crow w a ll aren’ t tum b lin g  down 
o f themselves. They won’t tum ble 
or crum ble au tom atica lly  and the 
process could be reversed. There ’s 
a lo t o f b a tte rin g  and fig h tin g  to 
be done yet.

Witch Hunt 
Now Turns 
On Truman

N O V. I I  —  Tw o facts stand 
out from  the sensational charges 
lodged against ex-President T ru ­
man by A tto rn e y  General B row ­
ne ll last week: 1. The Democrats 
are today prim e ta rge ts  o f the 
w’itch  hun t th a t they themselves 
started . 2. The anti-R epub lican 
trend shown in  the Nov. 3 elec­
tions has won s trong  support in  
the E isenhower ad m in is tra tion  
fo r  a cam paign to  go a ll-o u t in 
unrestra ined red ba iting  smears 
and “ spy”  fram eups aga inst the 
Democrats as a means o f s tav ing  
o f f  de feat in the 1954 elections.

The spectacle o f T rum an g e ttin g  
a subpoena fro m  the House U n- 
Am erican A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee 
fu l ly  confirm s The M il i ta n t ’s 
1947 predic tion th a t the w itc h  
hu n t launched aga inst rad ica ls  by 
the Democrats would even tua lly  
he used to v ic tim ize  the Dem o­
cra ts too. I t  was- the Democrats 
who in troduced the S m ith  A ct, 
the “ lo y a lty ”  purges, the “ sub­
ve rs ive '’ lis t and ja i l  sentences 
fo r  “ p e r ju ry ”  and “ conspiracy.”  
I t  was the Dem ocrats who created 
the p o lit ic a l atm osphere in wh ich 
M .ci?artl;yisin th rives ..

B row ne ll and M cC arthy  can 
thank the Dem ocrats fo r  se ttin g  
the precedents fo r  the present 
a ttack  on Trum an. G u ilt by asso­
c ia tion , tr ia l by headline, the 
assum ption th a t the' accused was 
g u ilty  i f  he couldn’ t  prove h im se lf 
innocent, rlie  use o f v in d ic tive  
and pe rju red  w itnesses —  any­
th in g  w en t i f  i t  served the im ­
mediate p o lit ic a l needs o f the 
Democrats in power. Now they 
are g e ttin g  a dose o f th e ir  own 
m edicine.

T H E  A C C U S A T IO N
Accusation against T rum an was 

tha t he “ kno w in g ly ”  prom oted a 
governm ent o ffic ia l a f te r  le a rn ­
ing in December 1945, and ea rly  
1916 tha t he was a Soviet “ spy.”  
The accusation is false, slanderous 
and a fram eup, fo r the fo llo w in g  
reasons:

A t  th a t tim e the on ly “ evidence”  
aga inst the .o ffic ia l, H a rry  D exter 
W hite  was the unsupported 
testim ony o f E lizabeth  B entley, 
a renegade S ta lin is t who has 
made a p ro fitab le  career ou t o f 
accusations to  the F B I. B en tley 
never pvon cla im ed she knew 
W h ite ; in fac t, she adm itted  she 
had never seen h im ; bu t she 
said She was “ sure " he was a 
member o f a r in g  supp ly ing  her 
w ith  governm ent data.

T h is  was the on ly  adverse “ in ­
fo rm a tio n ”  then in the hands o f 
the F B I, and th is  was a ll th a t 
lhe F B I re p o rt a lleged ly  sent to  
lhe W h ite  House could have con­
tained.

In an e f fo r t  to confirm  B entley ’s 
c la im s, the F B I p u t 500 d iffe re n t 
agents on W h ite ’s ta i l  d u rin g  the 
nex t year, and Bentley, ac tin g  on 
F B I orders, tried  to resum e con­
ta c t w ith  her fo rm e r associates 
w ith  the aim  o f tra p p in g  W h ite .

NO IN D IC T M E N T
Bui ev iden tly  no th ing more was 

brought, to  l ig h t. Because in  
1948, the case was taken to  a 
grand ju ry ,  wh ich heard both 
B entley and W h ite , and then 
refused to  in d ic t h im . T h is  was 
(he same grand ju ry  (hat ind icted 
12 S ta lin is ts  under the S m ith  
A c t,

W h ite  died o f a heart a ttack  in  
1948, a f te r  a g r i l l in g  before the 
House U n-A m erican  Com m ittee, 
a t w lre h  the chairm an repeatedly 
re fused h is  requests fo r  h o u rly  
recesses because o f h is  h e a rt 
condition.

T w o years la te r W h itta k e r 
Chambers, another renegade S ta l­
in is t, tr ie d  to  im p lica te  W h ite  as 
a “ source”  o f m a te ria l fo r  a spy 
rin g , but adm itted he knew W ihite 
never belonged to  the C om m unist 
P a rty  and was n o t under, its  d is* 
cip line.

Thus the fac ts  in  the case 
f la t ly  d isprove the charg’e th a t 
T rum an “ knew ”  W h ite  was a spy 
when he prom oted him . T ru -  

(Continued on page 4)
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A Letter to Trotskyists Throughout the World
From the 25th Anniversary Plenum of the National Committee of the Socialist Workers Party

T o  A ll  T ro ts k y is ts :
Dear Comrades:

On the tw e n ty -f if th  anniversary 
o f the founding o f the T ro tsky is t 
movement in the U n ited States, 
the Plenum o f the N a tion a l Com­
m ittee  o f the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  sends its  revo lu tiona ry  so­
c ia lis t greetings to  orthodox 
T ro tsky is ts  throughout the world.

A lthough the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty , because o f undem ocratic 
laws passed by »the Dem ocrats 
and Republicans, is no longer 
a ff ilia te d  to  the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l —  the W orld  P a rty  o f 
Socia lis t R evolution founded by 
Leon T ro ts k y  to  c a rry  on and 
fu l f i l l  the program  betrayed by 
the Second In te rn a tio n a l o f the 
Social Dem ocrats and the T h ird  
In te rn a tion a l o f the S ta lin is ts  —  
we take in te res t in the w e lfa re  
o f the w o r ld -w id e  o rgan iza tion  
created under the guidance o f our 
m arty red  leader.

A s  is w e ll known, the  pioneer 
Am erican T ro tsky is ts  25 years 
ago b rough t the p rogram  o f 
T ro tsky , suppressed by the 
K re m lin , to the a tten tion  o f w orld  
pub lic  op in ion. T h is  act proved 
decisive in  breaching the iso la­
tio n  imposed by the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy on T ro tsky  and in 
la y in g  the foundation  fo r  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l. W ith  his 
ex ile  s h o rtly  the re a fte r, T ro tsky  
began an in tim a te  and trus ted  
co llabora tion  w ith  the leadership 
o f the SW P th a t lasted to  the 
day o f  h is  death.

The co llabora tion included jo in t 
e ffo r ts  to  organ ize revo lu tiona ry  
soc ia lis t pa rties  in  a num ber o f 
countries. T h is  culm inated, as you 
know, in  the launch ing o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  1938. The 
T ra n s it'o n a l P rogram , w h ich re ­
mains the keystone o f today’s 
p rogram  o f the w orld  T ro ts k y is t 
movem ent, was w r itte n  by T ro t­
sky in co llabora tion w ith  the 
le a d e rs -o f the SW P and a t his 
request was subm itted by them 
fo r  adoption a t the found ing  
Congress.

The in tim acy  and thoroughness 
o f the co llabora tion between T ro t­
sky and the leadership o f the 
SW P can be judged fro m  the 
record o f the  s trugg le  in  defense

o f orthodox T ro ts k y is t p rinc ip les 
in 1939-40 aga ins t the  P e tty - 
Bourgeois O pposition headed by 
Burnham  and Shachtman. T h a t 
record has had pro found in fluence 
in  shaping the. F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l in the  past 13 years.

A f te r  the m urd e r o f T ro tsky  
by an agen t o f  S ta lin ’s secret 
police, the SWP took the lead in 
defending and advoca ting  his 
teachings. W e took the lead not 
from  choice b u t fro m  necessity 
—  the second w o rld  w a r forced 
the orthodox T ro tsky is ts  under­
ground in m any countries, es­
pecia lly  in Europe under the 
Nazis. Together w ith  T ro tsky is ts  
in L a tin  A m erica, Canada, E n g ­
land, Ceylon, Ind ia , A u s tra lia  and 
elsewhere we did w hat we could 
to uphold the banner o f orthodox 
T ro tsky ism  through the d if f ic u lt  
w a r years.

W ith  the end o f the w ar, we 
were g ra tifie d  a t the appearance 
in Europe o f T ro tsky is ts  fro m  the 
underground who undertook the 
organ iza tiona l reconstitu tion  o f 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. Since 
we were barred fro m  belonging 
to the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l by 
reactionary  laws, we placed a ll 
the g rea te r hope in the emergence 
o f a leadership capable o f con­
t in u in g  the g reat t r a d i t i o n  
bequeathed to  ou r w o rld  move­
m ent by T ro tsky . We fe lt  tha t 
the young new leadership o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  Europe 
m ust be given fu l l  confidence and 
support. When se lf-co rrections o f 
serious e rro rs  were made on the 
in it ia t iv e  o f the comrades them ­
selves, we fe lt  th a t our course 
was p ro v in g  ju s tified .

However, we m ust now adm it 
th a t t !  e ve ry  freedom fro m  sha ll) 
c ritic ism  which we toge the r w ith  
others accorded th is  leadership 
helped open the way fo r  the con­
solida tion o f  an uncontro lled, 
secret, personal fac tio n  in the  ad­
m in is tra tio n  o f the F ourth  In ­
te rna tiona l which has abandoned 
the basic p rogram  o f T ro tsky ism .

This faction, centered around 
Pablo, is now w o rk ing  consciously 
and de libera te ly  to  d is rup t, sp lit, 
and break up the h is to rica lly  
created cadres o f T ro tsky ism  in  
the various countries and to  
liqu ida te  the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l

danger is to  the existence o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

W ith  the death o f S ta lin , the 
K re m l'n  announced a series o f 
concessions in the USSR, none o f 
them  p o lit ic a l in  character. In  
place o f cha rac te riz ing  these as 
no th ing  but p a r t o f a m aneuver 
aimed a t fu r th e r  entrenchm ent o f 
the usu rp ing  bureaucracy and 
p a rt o f the p repa ra tion  fo r  a 
lead ing bu reaucra t to assume the 
m antle o f S ta lin , the P ablo ite 
fac tion  took the concessions as 
good coin, pa in ted them up as 
po litica l concessions, and even 
pro jected the  po ss ib ility  o f the 
“ sha ring  o f  power”  by the S ta l­
in is t bureaucracy w ith  the w o rk ­
ers. (F o u r th  In te rn a tio n a l, Jan­
ua ry -F ebrua ry , 1953, p. 13.)

The “ sha ring  o f power”  con­
cept, p rom ulgated m ost b lu n tly  
by C larke, a high p ries t o f the 
Pablo cu lt, was in d ire c tly  sanc­
tioned as dogma by Pablo h im se lf 
in an unanswered b u t obviously 
leading question: W ill the liq u id a ­
tion o f the S ta lin is t reg im e take 
the fo rm , Pablo asks, “ o f v io len t 
in te rbu reaucra tic  s trugg les be­
tween elements who w ill f ig h t fo r  
the sta tus quo, i f  no t fo r  tu rn ­
ing  back, and the more and more 
numerous elements drawn by the 
pow erfu l pressure o f the masses?”  
(F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l, M arch - 
A p r i l,  3953, p. 39.)

T h is  line  fills  the orthodox 
T ro tsky is t program  o f po litica l 
revo lu tion  against the K re m lin  
bureaucracy w ith  a new con tent: 
nam ely, the rev is ion is t position 
tha t the “ ideas”  and “ p rogram ”  
o f T ro tsky ism  w ill f i l te r  in to  and 
permeate the bureaucracy, o r a 
decisive section o f it ,  thus “ over­
th ro w in g ”  S ta lin ism  in  an un­
foreseen way.

In  East Germ any in June the 
w orkers rose aga inst the  S ta l­
in is t-d o m in a te d  governm ent in 
one o f the  greatest dem onstra­
tions in the h is to ry  o f Germ any.

The Program oí Irotskyism
To show precise ly  w h a t is in ­

volved, le t us restate the  funda­
m ental p rinc ip les  on which the 
w o rld  T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent is 
b u ilt :

(1 ) T lie  death agony o f the 
C ap ita lis t system threatens the 
destruction  o f c iv iliza tio n  th rough 
w orsen ing depressions, w o rld  wars 
and ba rba ric  m an ifes ta tions lik e  
fascism . The developm ent o f 
atom ic weapons today underlines 
the danger in the g ravest possible 
way.

(2 ) The descent in to  the abyss 
can be avoided on ly b y  rep lac ing  
cap ita lism  w ith  the planned 
economy o f  socialism  on a w orld  
Scale and thus resum ing the sp ira l 
o f  progress opened up by  ca p ita l­
ism  in  its  e a rly  days.

(3 ) T h is  can be accomplished 
on ly  under the  leadership o f the 
w o rk in g  class as the one t ru ly  
re v o lu tio n a ry  class in society. B u t 
the w o rk in g  class its e lf  faces a 
c ris is  in  leadership a lthough the 
w o rld  re la tionsh ip  o f social forces 
was never so favorab le  as today 
fo r  the w orkers  to  take the road 
to  power.

(4 ) To organ ize its e lf  fo r  ca r­
ry in g  ou t th is  w o rld -h is to ric  aim  
the w o rk in g  class in  each coun try  
m ust construct a revo lu tiona ry  
socia list p a r ty  in  the p a tte rn  
developed by Le n in ; th a t is, a 
combat p a rty  capable o f d ialec­
t ic a lly  com bin ing democracy and 
cen tra lism  —  democracy in  a r r iv ­
in g  a t decisions, cen tra lism  in  
c a rry in g  them  ou t; a leadership 
contro lled by  the ranks, ranks 
able to  c a rry  fo rw a rd  under fire  
in .d isc ip lin e d  fash ion.

(5 ) The main obstacle to  th is  
is S ta lin ism , which a ttra c ts  w o rk ­
ers th rough  e xp lo itin g  the pres­
tig e  o f the October 3 917 Revolu-

tion in ; Russia, on ly la te r, as it  
be trays th e ir  confidence, to hu rl 
them  e ith e r in to  the arm s o f the 
Social Democracy, in to  apathy, 
o r back to illus ions in cap ita lism . 
The pena lty  fo r  these betrayals  
is paid by the w o rk in g  people in 
the fo rm  o f consolidation o f 
fasc is t and m onarch is t forces, and 
new outbreaks o f w ars fostered 
and prepared by cap ita lism . F rom  
’ ts  inception, the  F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l set as one o f its  m a jo r 
tasks the  re vo lu tio n a ry  over­
th ro w  o f S ta lin ism  inside and 
outside the USSR.

(G) The need fo r  fle x ib le  
tactics fa c in g  m any sections o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, and 
pa rties  o r groups sym pathetic  to 
its  p rogram , makes i t  a ll the 
more im pera tive  tha t they know 
how to  f ig h t im peria lism  and a ll 
o f its  pe tty-bourgeo is agencies 
(such as n a tio n a lis t fo rm ations  
o r  tra d e -u n io n  bureaucracies) 
w ithou t cap itu la tion  to  S ta lin ism : 
end, conversely, know  how to 
f ig h t S ta lin ism  (w h ich in  the 
fina l analysis is a pe tty-bourgeo is 
agency o f im p e ria lism ) w ith ou t 
ca p itu la tin g  to im peria lism .

These fundam ental princip les 
established by  Leon T ro ts k y  re ta in  
fu l l  v a lid ity  in the increas ing ly  
complex and f lu id  po litics  o f the 
w o rld  today. In  fa c t the revo lu - 
‘ iona ry  s itua tions opening up on 
every hand as T ro tsky  foresaw, 
have on ly  now b rough t fu l l  con­
creteness to w ha t a t one tim e 
m ay have appeared to be some­
w hat rem ote abstractions not in ­
tim a te ly  bound up w ith  the liv in g  
re a lity  o f the tim e. The tro th  is 
th a t these p rinc ip les  now hold 
w ith  increasing fo rce  both in 
p o lit ic a l analysis and in  the 
de term ination  o f the course o f 
p ractica l action.

Pablo’s Revisionism
These p rinc ip les  have been 

abandoned by Pablo. In  place o f 
em phasizing the danger o f a new 
barbarism , he sees the d rive  to ­
wards socialism  as “ irre ve rs ib le ” ; 
y e t he does no t see socialism  
com ing w ith in  ou r generation o r 
some generations to come. Instead 
he has advanced the concept o f 
an “ engu lfing ”  wave o f revo lu ­
tions tha t g ive  b ir th  to  no th ing  
b u t “ deform ed,”  th a t is, S ta lin - 
type w orkers  states wh ich are to 
la s t fo r  “ centuries.”

This reveals the  u tm ost pessim ­
ism  about the capacities o f the 
w o rk in g  class, which is  w h o lly  
in  keeping w ith  the r id icu le  he 
■has la te ly  voiced o f the  s trugg le  
to  bu ild  independent revo lu tiona ry  
soc ia lis t pa rties. In  place o f ho ld­
in g  to  the main course o f b u ild ­
in g  independent revolutionary» so­
c ia lis t pa rties  by a ll tac tica l 
means, he looks to  the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy, o r a decisive section1

o f it ,  to  so change its e lf  under 
mass pressure as to  accept the 
“ ideas”  and “ p ro g ra m ”  o f T ro t­
skyism. U nde r guise o f the 
d ip lom acy required in  tactica l 
maneuvers needed to  approach 
workers, in the  camp o f S ta lin ism  
in  such countries as Franco, he 
now covers up the be traya ls  o f 
S ta lin ism .

This course has already led to 
serious defections fro m  the ranks 
o f T ro tsky ism  to the camp o f 
S ta lin ism . The p ro -S ta lin is t sp lit 
in the Ceylon p a r ty  is a w a rn in g  
to a ll T ro tsky is ts  everywhere o f 
the  tra g ic  consequences o f the 
illus ions about S ta lin ism  which 
Pabloi.-.m fosters.

Tn another document, we are 
s u b m ittin g  a detailed analysis o f 
Pablo's revis ion ism . In  th is  le tte r  
we w i l l  confine ourselves to  some 
recent tests th a t show in  the 
decisive field o f  action how fa r  
Pablo has gone in concilia t ion ism 
to  S ta lin ism  and how grave the

Tin's was the  f irs t  p ro le ta r ia n ^  
mass u p ris in g  aga inst S ta lin ism  
since i t  usurped and consolidated 
power in the Soviet U n ion. How 
did Pablo respond to th is  epochal 
e ve n t?

Instead o f c le a rly  vo ic ing  the 
revo lu tiona ry  po litica l asp ira tions 
o f the in su rg en t East German 
w orkers, Pablo covered up the 
counter - revo lu tiona ry  S ta lin is t 
satraps who m obilized Soviet 
troops to put down the up ris ing . 
( “ . . ■ the  Soviet leaders and 
those o f the  various ‘People’s 
Democracies’ and the Com m unist 
Parties could no longer fa ls ify  
o r ignore  the pro found m eaning 
o f these events. They have been 
obliged to  continue along the road 
o f s t i l l  m ore ample and genuine 
concessions to avoid r is k in g  a lien­
a tin g  themselves fo reve r from  
support by the masses and from  
provok ing  s t i l l  s tronger ex­
plosions. F rom  now on they w ill 
not be able to stop h a lf way. 
They w ill be obliged to dole out 
concessions to avoid more serious 
explosions in the im m ediate fu tu re  
and i f  possible to e ffec t a tra n s i­
tio n  ‘ in  a cold fash ion ’ fro m  the 
present s itua tion  to  a s itua tion  
more to le rab le fo r  the masses.” ) 
(S ta tem ent o f the In te rn a tion a l 
S ecre ta ria l o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tional. Published in The M il i­
tan t, J u ly  6.)

Instead o f dem anding the w ith ­
draw al o f Soviet troops —  the 
sole force upho ld ing the S ta lin is t 
governm ent —  Pablo fostered the 
illu s ion  th a t “ more am ple and 
genuine concessions”  would be 
fo rthco m ing  from  the K re m lin ’s 
gaule iters. Could Moscow have 
naked fo r  be tte r assistance as it  
proceeded to  m onstrously fa ls ify  
the profound m eaning o f those 
events, b rand ing  the w orkers in 
revo lt as “ fascists”  and “ agents 
o f A m erican im peria lism ,”  and 
opening a wave o f savage 
repression against them?

Founder o f 4th In te rn a tio n a l

The French General Strike
In  F rance in  A ugust the 

greatest general s tr ik e  in  the 
h is to ry  o f the coun try  broke out. 
Put h i m otion by the w orkers 
themselves aga inst the w ill o f 
th e ir  o ffic ia l leadership, i t  p re ­
sented one o f the m ost favorable 
openings in w ork ing-c lass h is to ry  
fo r  the development o f a  re a l 
s trugg le  fo r  power. Besides the 
w orkers, the fa rm ers  o f France 
fo llow ed w ith  dem onstrations, in ­
d ica tin g  th e ir  s trong  d issatis fac­
tion  w ith  the  c a p ita lis t govern­
ment.

The o ffic ia l leadership, both 
Social Dem ocrats and S ta lin is ts , 
betrayed th is  movement, doing 
th e ir u tm ost to  res tra in  i t  and 
a ve rt the danger to French 
cap ita lism . Tn the h is to ry  o f be­
traya ls  i t  would be d if f ic u lt  to  
find  a m ore abom inable one i f  
i t  is measured aga ins t the op­
p o rtu n ity  th a t was present.

H ow  did the Pablo fac tio n  
res ootid to  th is  colossal event?

They labelled the action  o f the 
Social Dem ocrats a be traya l —  
but fo r  the w ro ng  reasons. The 
be traya l, they said, consisted o f 
ne go tia tin g  w ith  the governm ent 
behind the backs o f the S ta l­
in is ts . T h is  be traya l, however, 
was a secondary one, de riv in g  
from  th e ir  m ain crim e, the 
re fusa l to  set ou t on the road to 
ta k in g  power.

A s  fo r  the S ta lin is ts , the

Pabloites covered up th e ir  be­
tra ya l. B y th a t action they shared 
in the S ta lin is t be traya l. The 
sharpest c r it ic is m  they found 
themselves capable o f u tte rin g  
against the  counter-revo lu tionary  
course o f the S ta lin is ts , was to 
accuse them o f “ la ck " o f po licy.

T h js  was a lie . The S ta lin is t*  
had jio  “ lack”  o f po licy. T h e ir 
po licy was to  m a in ta in  the status 
quo i 1 the in te rests  o f K rem lin  
fo re ign  po licy and thereby to help 
bo ls ter to tte r in g  French cap ita l 
ism.

B u t th is  was no t a ll. Even fo r  
the in te rn a l p a r ty  education o f 
the F rench T ro tsky is ts  Pablo 
refused to characterize the 
S ta lin is t ro le  as a be traya l. He 
noted “ the ro le o f brake played, 
to one degree o r  another, by the 
leadership o f the tra d itio n a l o r­
gan iza tions”  —  a be traya l is  a 
mere “ brake” ! —  “ but also th e ir  
capacity —  especially o f the S ta l­
in is t leadership —  to  yie ld to the 
pressure o f the masses when th is  
pressure becomes pow erfu l as 
was the case d u rin g  these 
s trikes .”  ( “ P o litica l N ote No. 
1.” )

One m ight, expect th is  to be 
su ffic ien t conc ilia tion  to S ta lin ism  
from  a. leader who has abandoned 
orthodox T ro tsky ism  bu t s t i l l  
seeks the cover o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tion a l. However, P a b l o  
w ent s t i l l  fu rth e r.

An Infamous Leaflet
A le a fle t o f  h is  fo llow e rs  ad­

dressed to  the w orkers a t the 
R enau lt p la n t in P aris  declared 
th a t in the general s tr ik e  the 
S ta lin is t leadership o f  the CGT 
(m ain  French trade-un ion federa­
tio n ) “ was correct in  n o t in ­
troduc ing  demands o th e r than 
those wanted by the w orkers .”  
T h is  in face o f the fa c t th a t  the 
w orkers by th e ir  actions were 
dem anding a W orkers  and F a rm ­
ers Governm ent!

A r b i t r a r i ly  separa ting  the S ta l­
in ist-headed unions fro m  the 
Com m unist P a rty  —  evidence o f 
the most mechanical th in k in g  o r 
evidence o f  de libera te design in 
covering up the S ta lin is ts?  .— 
the Pablo ites declared in  th e ir  
le a fle t th a t so fa r  as the  s ig n i­
ficance o f  the s tr ik e  and its  pe r­
spectives were concerned “ th is  
po in t on ly  concerned the trade 
union secondarily. The c ritic ism  
to make on th is  point: does no t 
ap p ly  to the CGT which is a 
trade union o rgan iza tion , which 
m ust f ir s t  and fo rem ost act as 
such, h u t to  the pa rties  whose 
role i t  was to po in t ou t the deep 
po litica l s ignificance o f th is  
movement and its  consequences.”  
(L e a fle t “ To the W orke rs ’ O rgan­
iza tions and to  the W orkers o f 
R enau lt.”  dated Sept. 3, 1953. 
Signed by F ra n k , M estre, and 
P rivas.)

Tn those statem ents we see the 
complete abandonment o f every­
th in g  T ro ts k y  ta u g h t us about 
the ro le and the responsib ilities 
o f the trade unions in  the epoch 
o f the death agony o f cap ita lism .

Then the P ablo ite le a fle t “ c r i t i ­
cizes”  the French Com m unist 
P a rty  fo r  its  “ absence o f line ,”

fo r  s im p ly  p lac ing  its e lf  “ on the 
level o f the trade union movement 
instead o f  exp la in ing  to the 
w orkers th a t  th is  s tr ik e  was an 
im p o rtan t stage ( ! )  in  the cris is  
o f F rench society, the prelude ( ! )  
to a vast class s trugg le , where 
the  problem  o f w o rkers ’ power 
would be posed in  o rder to  save 
the cou n try  fro m  ca p ita lis t 
sw ind lin g  and open the way. to  
socialism .”

I f  the R enault w orkers were 
to believe the Pablo ites, a ll th a t 
the perfid ious French S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats were g u ilty  o f  was a 
trace o f syndica lism  instead o f a 
de liberate be traya l o f the b iggest 
general s tr ik e  in  the h is to ry  o f 
France.

Pablo’s approval o f the po licy 
o f the OGT leadership seems 
scarcely crodib le, y e t the re  is the 
inescapable fa c t s ta r in g  one in  
the face. In  the  b iggest general 
s tr ik e  ever seen in France, Pablo 
b land 'y  puts as “ correct,”  a 
French version o f Gompers’ 
bourgeois po licy  o f keeping the 
unions ou t o f po litics . A nd th is 
in 1953!

I f  i t  is  incorrect fo r  the  CGT 
leadership to  advance p o litica l 
demands in  consonance w ith  ob- 
iective needs, inc lud ing  fo rm a tion  
o f a W orkers  and Farm ers Gov­
ernm ent, thpn w hy is the So 
c ia lis t W orkers P a r ty  dem anding 
o f the present-day GomperR’ o f 
the A m erican trade-un ion move 
ment tha t they organize a Labor 
P a rty?  A  Labor P a rty  tha t 
would aim  a t p u ttin g  a W orkers 
and Farm ers Governm ent in  
power in  the U n ited  States?

P a t io ’s rubber-stam p O K ap­
pears in  a s t i l l  s trang e r l ig h t
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when we rem ind ourselves tha t 
the CGT leadership happens to 
be h ig h ly  p o lit ic a l. A t  the 
s ligh te s t gesture fro m  the K re m ­
lin , i t  js  prepared to  ca ll the 
worker-' ou t on no m a tte r w hat 
w ild  p o lit ic a l adventure. Recall, 
fo r  instance, its  ro le  in the events 
in itia te d  by the  an ti - R idgw ay 
dem onstrations las t year. These 
S ta lin is t trade-un ion figures did 
not hesitate to call fo r  s trikes 
to pro test Abe a rre s t o f Duclos, a 
leader o f the  Com m unist P a rty .

The fact is th a t the  CGT leader­
ship revealed its  h ig h ly  po litica l 
character once again in the gen­
eral . s trikes. W ith  a ll the s k ill 
c f  years o f perfidy ami double 
dealing, i t  de libe ra te ly  tr ie d  to 
head o f f  the w orkers, to s t if le  
th e ir  in it ia t iv e , to p reven t the 
w orkers ’ p o lit ic a l demands fro m  
breaking th rough . The S ta lin is t 
trade-un ion leadership consciously 
betrayed. And it is th is  course of 
be trava l th a t Pablo calls “ cor­
re c t" !

B u t even th is  does no t com­
plete the account. One o f the 
p rinc ipa l a im s o f the  P ablo ite 
le a fle t is  to denounce French 
T ro tsky is ts  who conducted them ­
selves in  the R enault p lan t d u rin g

the s tr ike  as genuine revolu 
tion is ts . I t  specifica lly names tw o 
comrades who have “ been ex­
pelled fro m  the F ou rth  In te rna  
tion a l and its  French Section fo r  
more than a year.”  I t  states tha t 
ib is  “ group has been expelled fo r  
reasons o f in d isc ip line ; and the 
o rien ta tion  which i t  has fo llow ed 
especia lly in the course o f the 
las t s tr ike  movem ent, is opposed 
to  th a t a c tu a lly  defended by the 
PCI (F rench Section o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l) .”  The reference to 
the “ g roup”  is ac tua lly  to the 
m a jo r ity  o f the French Section 
o f the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l which 
was a rb it ra r ily  and u n ju s tly  ex­
pelled by Pablo.

Has the w o rld  T ro ts k y is t move­
ment ever before heard o f such a 
scandal as o ffic ia lly  denouncing 
T ro ts k y is t m ilita n ts  to  S ta lin is ts  
and p rov id ing  ra tiona liza tions  lo 
(he w orkers fo r an abominable 
S ta lin is t be traya l?

I t  should be noted th a t the 
Pablo ite denunciation o f these 
comrades before the S ta lin is ts  
fo llow s  the ve rd ic t o f a w o rkers ’ 
tr ibu na l acq u ittin g  the T ro t­
sky is ts  in  the Renault p lan t of 
slanders levelled at them by the 
S ta lin is ts .

The American Pabloites
The test o f these w orld  events 

is su ffic ien t, in  our op in ion, to 
indicate the deptli o f Pablo ite con- 
c ilia tion ism  tow ard S ta lin ism . B ut 
we would like  to subm it fo r  
nublic inspection o f the w o rld  
T rotskyist, movem ent some ad­
d itiona l facts.

F o r over a year and h a lf  the 
Socialist W orkers  P a r ty  has been 
engaged in a s trugg le  aga inst a 
rev is ion is t tendency headed by 
Cochran and C larke. The s trugg le  
w ith  th is  tendency has been one 
o f the most severe in  the  h is to ry  
o f  ou r p a rty . A t  bottom  i t  is 
over the same fundam enta l ques­
tions th a t d ivided us fro m  the 
Burnham  - Shachtman g-roup and 
the M orro w  -  Goldman groun a t 
the bee inn ing and end o f W orld  
W a r I I .  I t  is another a tte m p t to 
revise end abandon our basic p ro ­
gram . I t  has involved the pe r­
spective. o f the A m erican revo lu ­
tion , the cha racter and ro le  o f 
the  revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  and its  
methods o f o rgan iza tion , and the 
nerspectives fo r  the w o rld  T ro t­
sky is t movement.

(During the pos t-w ar period a 
pow erfu l bureaucracy consolida t­
ed its e lf  in  the Am erican labor 
movement. T h is  bureaucracy rest? 
on a la rge  la ye r o f p riv ileged , 
conservative w orkers  who have 
been “ softened”  by the conditions 
o f w a r p ro spe rity . T liis  new 
p riv ileged  la ye r was recru ited  in 
la rge  measure from  the rank's of 
form e'- m ilita n t sectors o f the 
w o rk ing  class, from  the same 
generation that, founded the CIO.

s ta b ility  o f th e ir  l iv in g  condi­
tions have te m p o ra rily  paralyzed 
the in it ia t iv e  and fig h tin g  s p ir it 
o f those w orkers who previously  
were in the fo re fro n t o f a ll m il i­
ta n t class actions.

Cochranism is the m an ifesta­
tion  o f the pressure o f (his new 
labor a ris tc racy , w ith  its  pe tty- 
bourgeois ideology, upon the 
pro le ta rian  vanguard. The moods 
and tendencies o f the passive 
re la tive ly  satisfied layer o f w o rk ­
ers act as a pow erfu l mechanism 
tra n s m itt in g  alien pressures in to  
our own movement. The slogan 
o f the Cochranites, “ Junk the Old 
T ro tsky ism .”  expresses th is  mood.

The Cochranite tendency sees 
the pow erfu l revo lu tiona ry  poten­
t ia l o f the Am erican working- 
class as some fa r - o f f  prospect. 
They denounce as “ sectarian”  the 
M a rx is t analysis w h ich  reveals 
the m olecu lar processes crea ting  
new f ig h tin g  reg im ents in  the 
Am erican p ro le ta r ia t.

In s o fa r as there are any p ro ­
gressive tendencies w ith in  the 
w o rk in g  class o f the U n ited  States 
they see them on ly  in the ranks 
o r pe riphery  o f S ta lin ism  and 
am ong “ sophisticated”  union p o li­
tic ians —  the res t o f the class 
the y  consider so hopelessly 
dorm ant tha t the y  can be awaken­
ed on ly by the im pact o f atom ic 
w ar.

B r ie fly , th e ir  position reveals: 
Loss o f confidence in  the per­
spective o f the Am erican revo lu ­
tio n : loss o f confidence in  the 
role o f the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  in 
general and the Socialist W ork-

(•> "h rough a v ic to rious socia lis t 
revo lti! ion.

Cochranism is the subs titu tion  
o f skepticism  and theoretica l 
im provisa tions and jo u rn a lis tic  
speculation fo r  th is  orthodox 
T ro tsky is t w o rld  outiook. It- is 
t liis  that has made the s trugg le  
in tln> SW P irreconcilab le  in the 
same sense tha t the s tru g g le  w ith  
the Petty  - Bourgeois O pposition 
in 19.10-40 was irreconcilab le .

The Cochranites have m an ifes t­
ed the fo llo w in g  fea tu res in the 
course o f the s trugg le :

(1) Disrespect fo r  pa rty  tra d i­
tion  and tlie  h is to ric  m ission of 
the p a rty . H a rd ly  an op po rtun ity  
Is lost by the Cochranites to 
d e n ig v te , rid icu le  and preach 
contem pt fo r  the 25-year tra d itio n  
o f Am erican T ro tsky ism .

(2 ) A tendency to replace 
p rinc ip led  M a rx is t po litics  w ith  
unprinc ip led  com binations against 
the p a rty  “ reg im e.”  Thus > the 
C o ch rtn ite  fac tion  is composed of 
a bloc o f con tra d ic to ry  elements. 
One group, centered m a in ly  in 
New Y ork , favo rs  a k ind o f 
“ e n try "  tac tic  in the Am erican 
S ta lin is t movement.

A no ther group, composed o f 
conservatized union elements, 
centered p r im a r ily  in D e tro it, 
‘•ees l i t t l e to  be gained by tu rn - 
•r.g to the S ta lin is ts . I t  bases its  
rev is ion is t ou tlook on an over- 
estim ation o f the ' s ta b ility  and 
la s ting  power o f the new labo r 
bureaucracy.

Also a ttrac ted  to Cochranism 
ere ind iv idua ls  grow n tire d , who 
can no longer stand the pressures 
o f the present adverse conditions 
and who are lo ok in g  fo r  a 
plausible ra tio na liza tion  w ith  
which to re tire  in to  in a c tiv ity .

The cement b ind ing  th is  un­
princ ip led  bloc is common hos­
t i l i t y  to orthodox T ro tsky ism .

(31 A  tendency to s h ift  the 
p a rty  away from  w ha t o u r main 
arena m ust be in A m erica , the 
p o lit ic a lly  unawakened w o rk e d  
o f the mass production  industries. 
The Cochranites, in  e ffec t, 
dropped the program  o f ' ' t r a n ­
s itiona l slogans and demands 
which the SW P has used as a 
bridge toward these w orkers and 
argued tha t the m a jo r ity  in con­
tin u in g  th is  course was adap ting 
its e lf  to the backwardness o f the 
workers.

M ) A conviction th a t a ll pos­
s ib il i ty  o f the A m erican w o rk in g  
class com ing fo rw a rd  in rad ios ' 
opposition to A m erican im peria l- 
isfm before the T h ird  W orld  W ar 
is ru led  out.

(5 ) Gross experim enta l the­
o riz in g  w ith  “ le f t ”  S ta lin ism  that 
bo ils down to  the extravagant 
be lie f th a t the S ta lin is ts  “ can no 
longer b e tra y ,”  th a t S ta lin ism  
includes a re v o lu tio n a ry  side 
which makes i t  possible fo r  the 
S ta lin is ts  to lead a revo lu tion  in 
the U n ited  States, in the  process 
o f which they would absorb T ro t­
sky is t “ ideas" so th a t the revo lu ­
tion would even tua lly  “ r ig h t 
its e lf. ’’

( f i)  A dap ta tion  to S talin ism  
in the face o f new events. They 
support and defend the conc ilia ­
tion to S ta lin ism  found in Pablo’s

The re la tive  secu rity  and ers P a rty  in  pa rticu la r.

Features of Coehranism
A s a ll the sections o f the 

w orld  movement w e ll know  from  
th e ir  own hard and d if f ic u lt  ex­
periences, pressures ex is t fa r  
g rea te r than prolonged w a r 
prospevity and the sweep o f reac­
tion  such as has been bearing 
down upon us in the U n ited 
States. But the fa c to r th a t 
sustams cadres under the m ost 
d iff ic u lt  circum stances is the 
bu rn ing  conviction o f the  theore­

tica l correctness o f ou r movement, 
the knowledge th a t^ th e y  are the 
liv in g  means fo r  advancing the 
h is to ric  m ission o f the w o rk in g  
class, the understand ing th a t to 
one degree o r another the fa te  o f 
hu m a n ity  depends on w h a t they 
do, the firm  be lie f th a t w hatever 
the m om entary circum stances m ay 
be, tbe m ain line  o f h is to ric  
development demands the creation 
o f Le n in is t combat pa rties  th a t 
w ill resolve the cris is  o f hu m an ity

in te rp re ta tio n  o f the dow n fa ll <v 
Beria m il the subsequent sweep

ip g  purges in the USSR. They 
repeat a ll the Pablo ite argum ents 
covering  the coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  
ro le ->f S ta lin ism  in the g re a t 
up ris in g  o f the E as t G erm an 
workev? and the French general 
s tr ike . They even in te rp re t the 
tu rn  o f Am erican S ta lin ism  to ­
ward the Dem ocratic P a rty  as a 
mere “ r ig h t  osc illa tion ”  w ith in  a 
“ lef t  tu rn .”

(7) Contem pt fo r  the tra d i­
tions o f Lenin ism  in questions o f 
o rgan iza tion . For a tim e they 
attem pted to set up ’ “dual pow er”  
in the p a rty . When they were 
rebuffed by the overw helm ing 
m a jo rity  o f the p a rty  at the M ay 
3953 Plenum, they agreed in 
w r it in g  to abide by tire ru le  o f 
the m a jo r ity  and the p o lit ic a l 
line as decided by the Plenum. 
Subsequently, they broke th e ir  
agreem ent, renew ing th e ir  fac ­
tiona l sabotage o f p a rty  ac tiv itie s  
. n a more feverish and hyste rica l 
basis than ever.

Cochranism, whose m ain fea­
tures we have indicated above. 

Was never more than a weak 
m in o rity  in the pa rty . It would 
never have amounted to more 
than the most feeble and s ick ly  
expression o f pessimism had i t  
not been lo r  toe aid and en­
couragement it received from  
Pablo behind the backs o f the 
p a rly  leadership.

Pab’ o’s secret encouragement? 
and support was exposed soon 
a fte r  our M ay Plenum, and since 
then Pablo has been openly co l­
la bo ra ting  w i l i i  the ' rev is ion is t 
faction in our p a rty  and in sp ir in g  
them in th e ir  cam paign o f 
sabotage o f p a rty  finances, d is ­
rup tion  o f par t y  w o rk  and 
prepara tions fo r  a sp lit.

The Pablo - Cochran faction  
f in a lly  cu lm inated th is  d is loya l 
course w ill)  an organised boycott 
in New Y o rk  o f the T w en ty - 
f if th  A nn ive rsa ry  Celebration o f 
the p i r l y  which was combined 
w ith  a w ind-up ra l ly  In the New 
Y o rk  m unicipal election cam­
paign.

T h is  treacherous, s tr ikeb rea k ing  
action constitu ted, in e ffec t, an 
organized dem onstra tion aga inst 
the 25-year s trugg le  o f A m e r­
ican T ro tsky ism , and, at the same 
tim e, an act o f ob jective aid to  
the  S 'a lin is ts  who expelled the 
in it ia t in g  nucleus o f Am erican 
T ro tsky ism  in October 1P28.

The organized boycott o f th is  
m eeting was, in e ffec t, a demon­
s tra tion  aga inst the cam paign o f 
the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  in  
the New Y o rk  m un ic ipa l election.

A ll who pa rtic ipa ted  in th is  
treacherous, a n ti-p a rty  action ob­
v iously  consummated the s p lit 
which they had long been p re p a r­
ing, and fo rfe ite d  a ll r ig h t  to 
m em bership In ou r p a rty .

F o rm a lly  record ing th is  fac t, 
the T w en ty  - f if th  A nn ive rsa ry  
Plenum o f the SWP suspended 
the N a tiona l Com m ittee members 
who organized the boycott and 
declared tha t a ll members o f the 
Pablo-Cochran fac tion  who p a r­
tic ipated in th is treacherous, 
s trikeb rea k ing  action or who 
refuse lo  disavow it  have by tha t 
fac t placed themselves outside 
the ranks o f tfcc SWP.

Methods of the Comintern
Pablo’s d u p lic ity  in presenting 

one face to  the leadership o f the 
SWiP w h ile  secre tly  co llabora ting  
w ith  the revision ist. Cochranite 
tendency is a method tha t is alien 
to the tra d itio n  o f T ro tsky ism . 
B ut there is a tra d it io n  to  which 
it  does belong —  S ta lin ism . Such 
devices, used by the K rem lin , 
were in s tru m en ta l in  co rru p tin g  
the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l 
M any o f us had personal ex­
perience w ith  a ll th is  in the 1923- 
28 period.

The evidence is now decisive 
th a t th is  w ay o f ope ra ting  is not 
an isolated aberra tion  on the pa rt 
o f Pablo. A  consistent pa tte rn  is 
apparent.

F o r instance, in one o f the lead- 
;ng European sections o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l, an ou tstand­
in g  p a r ty  leader recently  received 
an order fron t Pablo, d irec tin g  
h im  to conduct h im se lf as one 
“ who defends u n t il the F ou rth  
W orld  Congress the m a jo r ity  line 
and ‘.he d isc ip line  o f the In te r ­
na tiona l.”  A lo n g  w ith  the u l­
tim atum  Pablo threatened re ­
prisal? i f  his orders were not 
obeyed.

The “ m a jo r ity ”  to  w h ich Pablo 
re fe rs  here is s im p ly  the modest 
label he places on h im se lf and 
the sm all m in o r ity  hypnotized by 
his rev is ion is t novelties. Pablo's 
new line is in violent, con trad ic­
tion  to  the basic program  o f 
T ro tsky ism . I t  is on ly beg inn ing 
to be discussed in  m any pa rts  o f 
the  w o rld  T ro ts k y is t movement. 
Not ha v in g  been backed by  a 
s ingle T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tion , it 
dops not constitu te  the approved 
o ffic ia l line  o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l.

The firs t reports  we have 
received ind ica te ou trage a t his 
high-handed a ttem pt to fo is t his 
rev is ion is t views on the w o rld ­
wide o rgan iza tion  w ith ou t w a it­
in g  fo r  e ith e r discussion or a

vote. We already have enough in ­
fo rm a tio n  to state tha t the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l is certa in  to 
re ject Pablo’s line  by an over­
w he lm ing m a jo rity .

Pablo’s au tocra tic  demand to a 
leader o f a section o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l to re fra in  from  
c r it ic iz in g  Pablo’s rev is ion is t p o li­
t ic a l line  is bad enough. B u t 
Pablo did not stop there. W h ile  
t ry in g  to gag th is  leader and 
prevent h im  from  p a rtic ip a tin g  
in  a free discussion in  which the 
rank and file  m ig h t benefit fro m  
h is  experience, knowledge and 
ins igh t, Pablo proceeded to in ­
tervene o rg an iza tio na lly , a tte m p t­
ing  to  c rys ta llize  a m in o r ity  
rev is ion is t fac tion  to  conduct w a r 
on the leadership o f the section.

T h is procedure is out o f the 
fou l tra d itio n  o f the Com intern 
as it underwent degeneration 
under the in fluence o f S ta lin ism . 
I f  there were no o ther issue than 
th is , it would he necessary to 
tigh t Pabloism to a fin ish to save 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l from  
in te rna l co rrup tion .

Such tactics have an obvious 
purpose. They are par t  o f the 
p repa ra tion  fo r  a coup by the 
Pablohe m in o rity . U t i l i z i n g  
Pablo's a d m in is tra tive  con tro l, 
they hope to impose his rev is ion ­
is t line on the F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l and wherever i t  is resisted 
to re p ly  by  sp lits  and expulsions.

This S ta lin is t o rgan iza tiona l 
course began, as is now au ite  
clear, w ith  Pablo's b ru ta l abuse 
o f ad m in is tra tive  contro l in  his 
d 's rnn tive  cam paign aga inst the 
m a jo r ity  o f the French section 
o f the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l more 
than a yea r and a h a lf ago.

By fia t o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Secre taria t, the elected m a jo r ity  
o f the  French section was fo r ­
bidden to exercise its  r ig h ts  to 
lead the po litica l and propaganda 

(Continued from  page 2)
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The Aims of the Witch Hunt
The Republican frame-up smear of former 

President Truman has probably done more to 
open the American people's eyes to the real 
nature and purpose of the witch hunt than any 
other single incident since it was launched by 
the Democrats at the beginning of ihe cold 
war.

It has shown that the witch hunt is deeply 
rooted in partisan capitalist politics. Plant 
layoffs, reduced take-home pay ami falling 
farm prices produced questioning and dissatis­
faction with the party in power, and defeats 
for its candidates at the polls. The immediate 
answer o f the party in power was to launch a 
scandaKdesigned to distract ami confuse the 
people.

It has shown that the methods of the witch 
hunt are crooked from beginning to end, in 
flagrant violation o f logic and all Ihe facts 
known to everyone. No one has been a more 
aggressive foe of communism at home ami 
abroad than Truman, lie  proved this over and 
over again by his counter-revolutionary in­
terventions all over the world, from Greece to 
Korea, and by his savage purges, blacklists, 
arrests, Smith Act trials, deportations and con­
struction of concentration camps. Yet the witch- 
hunters did not hesitate to publicly condemn 
even him as the “ knowing”  protector and 
promoter of a "spy.”

It has shown that “ communism”  is a pretext 
and smokescreen for the witch-hunters, under 
cover of which they aim to discredit and in­
timidate every political opponent to the left 
o f McCarthy and everything that stands as an 
obstacle to transforming America into a fu ll­
blown police stale. Like a deadly contagion, Ihe 
attack has spread from radicals to liberals to 
Democrats — and the end is not in sight. If 
Eisenhower shows a slight hesitation about

going all-out along the McCarthy road, it is 
because he knows that lie is vulnerable too: 
after all. it can be shown that he loo “ con­
sorted with the Russians”  during the war, that 
lie owes his career to the Democrats who are 
being exposed as "soft on communism,” etc.

The smear of Truman also shows that the 
Democrats cannot be depended on to provide 
a genuine alternative to McCarthyism. T ru­
man himself set the pattern that the Repub­
licans are now extending. Truman sees eve to 
eye with McCarthy and Brownell in their 
fraudulent claim that “ communism”  is the 
main danger in this country, differing with 
them only on the tactics to he employed in 
wiping it out. And Truman played right into 
their hands when he forced the resignation of 
Ila rrv  Dexter White on grounds so insub­
stantial that not even a McCarthyite federal 
grand ju ry  would indict White a year later.

Looking hack at the whole experience of the 
witch hunt, many Americans previously con­
fused by it should now he able to see it for 
what it really Is: a gigantic hoax designed to 
regiment and gag the people so that they w ill 
he unable to offer successful resistance against 
the capitalist drive toward war and intensified 
exploitation. If is necessary to free, clear and 
reinstate all the victims of the witch hunt, no 
matter what party they belohg to, and to 
organize a powerful united front of all labor 
and liberal organizations to end the witch hunt 
altogether.

Organized labor especially has the duty to 
mobilize and lead the tight in defense of out 
liberties. It is not only the ultimate target of 
the McCarthyite drive, if is the only force, 
powerful enough to successfully combat reac­
tion. Let its slogan be: Destroy McCarUiyism 
before McCarlhyism destroys us.

Voodoo Economics
There is a popular superstition ' among 

capitalists that “ gloomy talk can bring on a 
depression." The same voodoo-like principle 
leads them to think that cheerful and idiotic 
optimism help maintain eternal prosperity. \  
prize example of this “ cheerful”  type is Leon 
II. Keyserling, economic advisor to the Roose­
velt and Truman administrations.

On Nov. 8, Keyserling predicted thaï the 
United States would not have “ any more big 
depressions." If we were to follow the same 
method as the voodoo-economists we would 
conclude from this that we are headed for the 
biggest depression of all time, and without 
much delay either. The evidence shows that 
every depression is preceded by magic in­
cantations (predictions) of capitalist economists 
that the depression w ill never take place.

But since we are scientific socialists we 
cannot agree that either gloom or cheer 
produces the economic ups and downs of 
capitalism. Magic cannot prevent a depression. 
Nor can it produce one. Depressions arise from 
the anarchy and planlessness o f the capitalist 
methods o f production.

A Marxist analysis of the economy at the 
present stage shows that American capitalism 
is heading for either depression or war. As 
capitalism staggers toward these grim alter­
natives any let-up in the war pressure im­
mediately produces all the signs of a catas­
trophic depression. The resulting reflex of 
capitalism has been 1o plunge ever deeper into

war preparations, "cold-war”  and “ police 
actions."

)l is a fact that the equilibrium o f U.S. 
ecpnomy rests on war expenditures and Huge 
capital investment in war production. Eisen­
hower admitted this when lie was campaigning 
for office. On Oct. 2, 1052, he said, " I  propose 
to show you tonight I hat whatever economic 
gains have been made since 1932 have been 
due . . . to war or the threat of war."

But Keyserling. who has now endorsed the 
economic policies o’" 1 he Eisenhower ad­
ministration. cannot face facts. The N. Y. 
Times o f Nov. 8. says. “ In answer to a ques­
tion. Mr. Keyserling denied that the national 
prosperity was due to 'a war economy.’ l ie 
termed such assertions 'pernicious doctrine’ 
that was being spread by enemies of this 
country.”

That is the logic o f voodooism in economics. 
First, it is dangerous and even subversive to 
talk about a depression because it may bring 
one on. Next, we must talk cheerfully because 
that w ill keep the wheels o f production rolling. 
Finally, we must ignore the fact .that our 
“ prosperity” is based on war production. Why? 
Because it is an unpleasant fact. And whether 
it is true or false, it is spread by “ enemies of 
this country."

But as the saying goes, “ facts are stubborn 
things," Magical incantations w ill not dispel 
the "evil spirits”  of the law«; governing the 
anarchy of the capitalist method of produc­
tion. The alternative capitalism offers remains 
the Hydrogen Bomb or depression.

Salute to E. German Revolt from India
The Fast German workers uprising iasl June 

against the Stalinist rulers continues to rever­
berate around the world. This magnificent 
struggle stands like a gigantic beacon of hope 
for the oppressed masses everywhere. It defies 
all attempts to cover it with mud and frameup 
lies. The Stalinists have done everything in 
their power to represent the Fasl German 
workers as “ tools of capitalism”  and “ fascist 
agents.”  But they have failed, and failed 
dismally.

No one believes the Stalinist liars.
The Socialist Party of India published a 

resolution, “ We Salute the Workers of Eastern 
Europe,” in the September issue of 1 heir.paper, 
Socialist Appeal, in answer to the Stalinist 
lies about the East German workers they say:

“ The allegation that the general strike of 
these workers is an act of'im perialist provoca­
tion is not the first slander against the vvbrking 
class that has come out of present-day Russia, 
nor w ill it be the last. The Socialist Party 
rejects the suggestion that mass movements of 
any considerable significance can be the work 
o f provocateurs and spies. T here would be 
some sense in these allegations i f  we were 
dealing with individual terrorist acts.

“ Where, however, workers risk their lives 
against a tyrannical regime, fight with their 
traditional class weapon of the general strike 
and pay for their courageousness w itli hundreds

of executions and thousands o f arrests and 
imprisonments, to say that they have been 
the victims o f agents and provocateurs 
representing the class enemy, only shows that 
those who make these allegations possess 
neither understanding nor loyalty to the work­
ing class.”

We are in fu ll accord with the Indian so­
cialists in their clear stand in defense of the 
East German workers. It is proof of the fact 
that the advanced workers in all countries are 
assimilating the significance o f the great 
political revolution opened by the East German 
workers on June 17. It shows that they under­
stand this movement is part o f the world-wide 
struggle against capitalism.

The revolution against capitalism has col­
lided time and again with the monstrous 
treachery of Stalinism. T he workers carry the 
situation to the point of victory in one country 
after another. And the Stalinists betray them 
in the interests of Kremlin diplomacy. But the 
East German workers have shown how an anti- 
capitalist working class can rise against the 
Stalinist traitors. That is why the struggle 
they opened has such profound significance 
The East German workers told their class 
brothers throughout the world: “ Free your­
selves from the Stalinist bureaucrats!"

They meant this to apply not only to the 
Soviet domain but wherever workers find their 
struggle blocked by Stalinism.
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A  Letter to World Trotskyists
(Continued from page 2)

w ork  o f the p a rty . Instead, the 
P o litica l Bureau and the  press 
were p u t under the con tro l o f a 
m in o r ty  th rou gh  the G om intern- 
ist device o f a “ p a r ity  com­
m ission.’’

A t  the tim e, we deeply d isap­
proved th is  a rb itra ry  action by 
which a m in o r ity  was used to 
a rb it ra r ily  ove rtu rn  a m a jo rity . 
As soon as we heard about it ,  we 
communicated d,ur p ro te s t to 
Pablo. However, we m ust adm it 
(h a t we made an e rro r  in  not 
ta k in g  more* v igorous action. T h is  
e rro r was due to in su ffic ie n t ap ­
precia tion on ou r p a r t o f the 
real issues involved. We though t 
:he diffe rences between Pablo and 
the French section were tac tica l 
and th is  led us to side w ith  Pablo, 
despite o i ir  m isg iv ings about his 
organ iza tiona l procedure, when, 
a f te r  m onths o f d is rup tive  fa c ­
tiona l s trugg le , the m a jo r ity  was 
expelled.

B ut a t bo ttom  the diffe rences 
were p rog ram m atic  in  character. 
The fa c t is  th a t the French com­
rades o f the  m a jo r ity  saw w hat 
was happening more c lea rly  than 
we did. The E ig h th  Congress o f 
(h e ir p a r ty  declared th a t “ a 
grave danger menaces the fu tu re  
and even the existence o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. . . Revision­
is t conceptions, bom  o f cow ar­
dice and p e tty  - bourgeois im ­
pressionism have appeared w ith in

•Is leadership. The s t i l l  g re a t 
weakness o f the In te rn a tion a l, cut 
o f f  fro m  the  li fe  o f the sections, 
has m om e n ta rily  fa c ilita te d  the 
in s ta lla tio n  o f a system o f pe r­
sonal ru le , basing its e lf  and its  
an ti - dem ocratic methods on 
revis ion ism  o f the T ro ts k y is t 
p rogram  and abandonment o f the 
M arx is t m ethod.”  (La  V erite , 
Sept. 18, 1952.)

The whole French s itua tion  
m ust be re-exam ined in the lig h t  
o f subsequent developments. The 
ro le the m a jo r ity  o f the French 
section played in  the recent gen­
era l s tr ik e  dem onstrated in  the 
most decisive w a y  th a t they know 
how to uphold the fundam enta l 
p rinc ip les o f orthodox T ro tsky ism . 
The French section o f the F ou rth  
In te rna tiona ! was u n ju s tly  ex­
pelled. The F rench m a jo rity , 
grouped around the paper La 
V érité , are the rea l T ro tsky is ts  o f 
France and are so openly recog­
nized by the SWP.

P a rt ic u la r ly  re vo ltin g  is the 
s l a n d e r o u s  m isrepresentation 
Pablo has fostered o f the po litica l 
position o f the Chinese section o f 
the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l. They 
have been pictured by the Pablo 
faction  as “ sectarians,”  as 
“ fug itives  from  a revo lu tion .”

C o n tra ry  to the im pression 
de libera te ly  created by the Pablo 
faction, the Chinese T ro tsky is ts  
acted as genuine revo lu tiona ry  
representatives o f the Chinese 
p ro le ta ria t. Through no fa u lt  o f

the irs  they have been singled out 
as 'v ic tim s  by the Mao reg im e in 
the way tha t S ta lin  s ingled ou t 
fo r  execution the en tire  genera­
tion  o f Len in ’s Bolsheviks in the 
USSR, em u la ting  the Noskes and 
Scheidemanns o f Germ any who 
singled out the Luxemburg.«; and

What to Do
To sum up : The lines o f

cleavage between Pablo’s rev is ion ­
ism and orthodox T ro tsky ism  are 
so deep th a t no compromise is 
possible e ith e r p o lit ic a lly  o r o r ­
ga n iza tiona lly . The Pablo fa c ­
tion  has dem onstrated tha t i t  w ill 
not. p e rm it dem ocratic decisions 
t ru ly  re fle c tin g  m a jo r ity  opinion 
to he reached. They demand com­
plete submission to th e ir  c rim ina l 
po licy They are determ ined to 
drive a ll orthodox T ro tsky is ts  out 
o f  the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l o r to 
muzzle and handcu ff them.

T h e ir  scheme has been to in je c t 
t h e i r  S ta lin is t concilia tion ism  
piecemeal and likew ise in piece­
meal fash ion, get r id  o f those who 
come to see w hat is happening 
and ra ise objections. T h a t is the 
exp lanation fo r  the strange 
am b ig u ity  about many o f the 
Pablo ite fo rm u la tio ns  and d ip lo ­
m atic  evasions.

U p to  now the Pablo fac tion  
has had a certa in  success w ith  
th is  unprinc ip led  and M ach iavel­
lian  maneuverism . But the quald-

L iebknechts o f the 1918 revo lu ­
tion  fo r execution. But. Pab lo ’s 
line o f conc ilia tion ism  tow ard 
S ta lin ism  leads h im  inexo rab ly  to 
touch up the Mao reg im e couleur 
de rose w h ile  p u tt in g  g ra y  t in ts  
on the  firm , p rinc ip led  stand of 
ou r Chinese comrades.

ta tiv e  p o in t o f change has been 
reached. The p o lit ic a l issues have 
broken th rough  the maneuvers 
and the f ig h t is  now a showdown.

I f  we m ay o f fe r  advice to  the 
sections o f  the F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l fro m  our enforced position 
outside the ranks, we th in k  the 
tim e has come to act and to act 
decisively. The tim e  has come fo r  
the orthodox T ro ts k y is t m a jo r ity  
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l to 
assert th e ir  w il l aga inst Pab lo ’s 
usurpation o f a u th o rity .

They should in  add ition  safe­
guard the a d m in is tra tion  o f the 
a ffa irs  o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l 
by rem oving Pablo and his agents 
from  office and rep lac ing  them 
w ith  cadres who have proved in 
action th a t they know  how to  
uphold orthodox T ro tsky ism  and 
keep the movement on a correct 
course both p o lit ic a lly  and o r­
gan iza tiona lly .

W ith  fra te rn a l T ro ts k y is t g re e t­
ings,

N a tion a l Com m ittee 
o f the SW P

Socialist Opportunities 
Seen by SWP Plenum

L e a rn in g  Unionism  Young

(Continued from  page 1) 
ness bv exp la in ing  the fa ta l con- 
rad ic tions o f cap ita lism  and 

ham m ering on the question o f the 
need to fo rm  a Labor P a rty .”

LAB O R  P A R T Y  T A L K
Dobbs showed how aw akening 

po litica l consciousness in  the 
w o rk in g  class is re flected in the 
labor bureaucracy. R e f e r r i n g  
iro n ica lly  to “ m y fo rm e r col­
league, Dave Beck,”  Dobbs said, 
‘ I know h im  and I know his tr ibe . 
Recently Beck threatened the in ­
d u s tria lis ts  w ith  a Labo r P a rty .
I know he is b lu ffing . He is t ry in g  
to fr ig h te n  «the bosses b u t he may 
succeed in  fr ig h te n in g  him self. 
Beck’s ‘boldness’ re flec ts  the 
pressure o f the w orkers. B u t a t 
the same tim e  i t  feeds rank-and- 
file sentim ent fo r  genuine inde­
pendent po litica l action .”

Dobbs discussed the tac tica l 
problems o f fig h tin g  fo r  a Labo r 
P a rty  in re la tio n  to bu ild ing  the 
SWP. “ The bu ild in g  o f an inde­
pendent revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  ro o t­
ed in the m ainstream  o f the 
organized w o rk in g  class has been 
and rem ains the  cen tra l task. 
There <s no c o n flic t between th is  
task and the s trugg le  fo r  a Labor 
P arty . The bureaucrats m ay con­
tinue to th w a rt the movem ent fo r  
independent po litics . O r the move­
ment m ay break th rou gh  a ll the 
obstacles imposed by the labor 
o f f ic ia l .  In  any case the only- 
answer to ca p ita lis t reaction is a 
mass revo lu tiona ry  socia list p a rty  
o f the Am erican w orkers. T h a t’s 
the kind o f Labo r P a rty  we ad­
vocate. The SWP is the basic 
nucleus o f such a p a rty . T h a t’s 
w hy we m ust bu ild  the SW P and 
re c ru it  w orkers in every field of 
the class s trugg le .”

F IE L D S  OF W ORK
The Plenum  discussed the 

analysis and p a rty -b u ild in g  p ro ­
posals o f the reporte r. Dobbs’ 
proposals were adopted by  a 
unanimous vote. The fields o f 
w o rk  discussed by the N a tiona l 
Com m ittee members under th is  
po in t on the agenda were as 
fo llow s :

(1 ) The c ircu la tio n  o f The M i l i ­
tan t and p a r ty  pam phlets. (2 ) 
The figh t fo r 30-40 in  the  trade  
unions. (3 ) The figh t against J im  
Crow, police b ru ta lity , and fo r  fu ll 
social, p o litica l and economic 
eq ua lity  fo r (he N egro people 
and a ll m ino ritie s . (4 ) P a rty  w ork  
on the college campus and among 
the w orking-class youth. (5 ) The 
s trugg le  against the  w itch  hunt 
and in defense o f the le g a lity  o f 
the SWP. ( f i)  P repara tions o f 
new cam paigns and the financia l 
problem o f the pa rty .

The Plenum hailed the ap­
pearance o f James K u tch e r’s 
autob iography, “ The Case o f t!he 
Legless V ete ran,”  as a m a jo r 
con tribu tion  to the fig h t fo r  c iv il 
liberties . I t  recommended th a t the 
p a r ty  v igorous ly  support th is  book 
and called on a ll labo r and c iv il-  
libe rties  o rgan iza tions to do lik e ­
wise.

The Plenum announced the 
e a rly  publication o f James P. 
Cannon’s pam phlet, “ A m erica ’s 
Road to Socialism .”  Th is pam phlet 
w ill he a new po w e rfu l weape 
fo r  recru itm en t to the p a rty .

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d is c u s s i o n

The f irs t day o f the Plenum was 
devoted to  the in te rna tiona l 
s itua tion . The discussion centered 
around the question o f bu ild in g  
re v o lu tio n a ry  pa rties  th roughou t 
the w o rld  to overcome the con­

sequences o f S ta lin is t and Social 
Dem ocratic be traya ls . Because o f 
its  ou ts tand ing im portance The 
M ilita n t is pu b lish ing  in f u l l  a 
le tte r  o f the 25th A nn ive rsa ry  
Plenum to the T ro tsky is ts  o f the 
w orld . (See page 2.) The Plenum 
also adopted a document, “ A ga ins t 
'P ab lo is t Revisionism , A  C ritic ism  
o f the Resolution on the ‘Rise and 
Decline o f  S ta lin ism .’ ”  T h is  
document was subm itted fo r  
w orld-w ide discussion in the T ro t­
sky is t movement and w ill appear 
in a fo rthco m ing  issue o f F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l magazine.

The Plenum saluted the Cey­
lonese T ro tsky is ts  who led a 24- 
liOur general s tr ik e  last A ugust 
and mobilized the whole w o rk ing  
class o f the country in  a broad 
s trugg le  against, cap ita lism  and 
im peria lism . I t  also hailed the 
va lian t s trugg le  o f the B o liv ian  
T ro tsky is ts  fo r  a w orkers and 
farm ers governm ent in th e ir  
country . I t  condemned the b ru ta l 
persecution o f the Chinese T ro t ­
sky is ts  by the Mao regime.

The achievement o f the Cey­
lonese T ro ts k y is ts  was p a r­
t ic u la r ly  no tew orthy in v iew  o f 
the p ro -S ta lin is t fac tio n  w ith in  
th e ir  p a r ty  which sabotaged the 
mass s trugg le . The conference o f 
the Lanka Samasamaja P a rty  
(T ro ts k y is ts ) , held in  October,: 
defeated the tra ito rs  so decisive ly 
th a t the y  bolted the p a rty  w ith  a 
demoralized m in o r ity  fac tion .

D IS C IP L IN A R Y  A C T IO N
The firs t session o f the Plenum 

took d isc ip lin a ry  action against a 
m in o r ity  fac tion  in  the Socialist 
W orkers P arty . T h is  fac tio n  had 
been conducting a s tru g g le  fo r  
its  views fo r  over a year w ith in  
the pa rty . I t  d isplayed m arked 
■tendencies tow ard  conc ilia tion  
w ith  S ta lin ism  and a deep 
antagonism  tow ard the basic 
T ro ts k y is t conceptions o f S ta lin ­
ism. I t  broke w ith  the  T ro ts k y is t 
position on the ro le  and cha r­
acter o f the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty .

The fac tion  was accorded a ll 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  du ring  a fu l l  
yea r o f discussion. B u t when the 
leaders o f the  m in o r ity  fac tion  
organized a boycott aga inst the 
p a rty ’s combined 25th A nn ive rsa ry  
celebration and election ra l ly  on 
Oct. 30 in  New Y o rk , they con­
summated a long-prepared d is­
loya l s p lit  w ith  the pa rty . The 
leaders o f the boycott were 
suspended. A ll members o f the 
m in o rity  fac tion  were called upon 
to disavow the s p lit a ttack  on the 
p a rty  o r be excluded from  its  
ranks.

C A N N O N ’S S U M M A R Y
The fina l po in t on (he agenda of 

the  Plenum was an In s p ir in g  
address by the founder and C h a ir­
man o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty , James P. Cannon. The 
Plenum was open to a ll members 
o f the pa rty , and a la rge audience

Mrs. Joanne H yatt carries a picket sign and her son Bobby, 
5. as she marches with other CIO  United Auto W orkers strikers 
outside the North American Aviation Co. plant in Los Angeles, 
one of the company’s several strike-bound plants. Here, on 
June 9, 1941, by order of the late President Roosevelt, 3,500 
regular army troops drove strikers back to work at bayonet-point

Many Unions 
Seek Shorter 
Work Week

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)
tbe governm ent’s figures on 
October unem ploym ent w e r e  
placed at a peacetime lo w  o f 
1,162,000. As the Nov. 7 Business 
Week b land ly adm its , th is  figu re  
“ w ants  both exam ination  and in ­
te rp re ta tion .”

F o r one th in g , the Federa l 
Reserve index o f p roduction has 
fa lle n  7% since la s t M arch, fro m  
a peak o f 243 to between 225 and 
227 fo r  Novem ber. Such a drop 
should account fo r  an increase o f 
not less than tw o to  three m illio n  
unemployed.

In  addition, from  1 Vi to  1% 
m illion  new persons en ter the 
labor m arke t each year fro m  the 
ra p id ly  expanding popu la tion . As 
Joseph A. L o ftu s  w ro te  in  the 
Nov. 8 N . Y. T imes, even “ s ta tic  
em ploym ent over an extended 
period means had tim es because 
new candidates fo r  jobs are 
com ing in to  the  m arke t a ll the  
tim e . . . the labor fo rce  in the 
past yea r has no t grow n. In  fac t, 
it. has declined a t r if le .  . How 
much o f a “ t r i f le ”  the govei’n- 
ment is de libe ra te ly  concealing.

N O T C O U N TE D
The governm ent’s fa v o rite  de­

vice fo r a s ta tis tic a l cover-up o f 
unem nloym ent is  indicated by 
Lo ftu s , who rep o rts  th a t  “ m ore 
and m ore women, o lde r men and 
teen-age boys, find in g  jobs ha rde r 
to get, are w ith d ra w in g  fro m  the 
labor m arke t . . .  so they are no t 
counted as unem ployed,”  a lthough 
i t  s t i l l  “ means a cu t in the fa m ily  
income,”  he adm its.

A no the r g im m ick  is th a t “ any 
w o rke r la id o f f  w ith  the defin ite  
prom ise tha t he w ill be recalled 
w ith in  30 days is counted by the 
Census Bureau as em ployed,”  
reports  Business Week. W orkers  
who m igh t be laid o f f  nine m onths 
ou t o f the year, by be ing recalled 
fo r a few  days a fte r  each 30-day 
la y o ff  would a lw ays be lis ted  as 
“ em ployed”  under th is  method:

It  is in  such tim es as these, 
and in the worse period approach­
in g . tha t the program  o f the 
reduced work-week w ith  no cuts 
in w eekly income becomes a 
na tu ra l and has great appeal fo r  
the workers. T ha i is w hy m any 
unions. local, s ta te  and na tiona l, 
have begun pressing fo r  the 30- 
hour week at 40 hours’ pay.

The last A F L  convention called 
fo r  tin1 35-hour week w ith  no 
reduction in take-hom e pay. The 
I llin o is  Federation o f Labor w ent 
fu r th e r  to demand the 30-hour 
week w ith  40 ho u r’s pay. In  the 
CIO, numerous General M otors 
locals, as w e ll as Ford  Local 600, 
are pressing th is  p rogram , w h ile 
the CTO O il W orkers  union is 
seeking a reduced w ork-w eek in 
its  negotia tions. I f  the CIO now 
makes “ 30 fo r  40”  a f ig h tin g  
demand, if w ill undoubtedly get a 
hearty  welcome fro m  the ranks.

heard Cannon sum up the lessons 
o f 25 years’ s tru g g le  fo r  a 
pro le ta rian  p a rty  in  the U n ited 
States.

Cannon’s m ain theme was the 
problem  o f w ork ing -c lass leader­
ship. He traced the various fo rm s 
o f leadership o f w o rkers  parties. 
He showed the re la tio n  o f the 
problem o f leadership o f the 
w o rk in g  class to the problem  o f 
leadership o f the p a rty . A  high 
degree o f consciousness is re q u ir­
ed to  bu ild  a revo lu tio n a ry  pa rty . 
B y  the same token the bu ild ing  
o f a p a rty  leadership which 
dem ocra tica lly  represents t h e  
p a r ty  ranks and knows how to 
lead requires an even h ighe r 
degree o f consciousness.

Cannon traced the h is to ry  o f 
in te rna l s trugg le  in the SWP. By 
com paring the s im ila r itie s  and 
d ifferences between the various 
s trugg les he illum ina te d  the ques­
tion : by w h a t conscious methods 
can the w o rk in g  class create the 
indispensable in s tru m en t o f v ic ­
to ry  over cap ita lism  —  the mass 
re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty ?

The Plenum closed Sunday 
evening w ith  enthusiasm over its
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achievements and the perspectives 
facing the SW P. The members of 
the Committee from the West 
Coast to New England returned 
to their districts determined to 
redouble their efforts to build the 
SWP and carry into life  the 
ambitious program of action 
decided bv the Plenum.

The U.S. Am bassador to Spain 
has bowed to F ranco’s u ltim a tu m  
th a t Masons be banned fro m  the 
personnel o f U.S. m issions sent to 
’ ha t country , the Nov. 7 N a tion  
magazine reports . To the m inds 
o f the Fascist and the C atholic 
h ie ra rchy, F ree Masons are 
dangerous “ subversives.”
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The Negro Struggle

New Senator — Part I I
By Jean Blake

rut MILITA
gently , in this column we pointed out 

that Cleveland’s Mayor Burke, appointed 
Senator from Ohio by Governor Lausche, 
was far from the flawless character the 
local press and others made him out to 
be. We informed our readers that in a 
near-riot situation in the city which boasts 
it  is “ the best location in the nation,”  the 
mayor played a disgraceful role. Instead 
of taking firm  action against persons who 
threatened and incited violence against a 
Negro family moving into a “ white”  
neighborhood, he expressed sympathy for 
the fears of the residents of the neigh­
borhood that their property values would 
deteriorate, and advised them to make pri­
vate agreements not to sell to “ undesir­
ables.”

Now, in the last weeks of his admin­
istration, this phony liberal has again been 
exposed for the unprincipled capitalist 
politician that he is.

On Oct. 21, Richard V. Hopkins, city 
urban development director appointed by 
Burke, made a speech in the Shaker-Lee 
area which has been a hotbed of anti-Ne­
gro agitation. According to all local news­
papers and some radio reports, Hopkins 
said: *

“ To calm your fears, we won’t  move 
into your neighborhood any family that 
would upset the normal character of liv­
ing of the neighborhood. Do you all un­
derstand what I  mean?”

The local chapter of the National Asso­
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 
People immediately sent a wire to Mayor 
Burke signed by Dr. James E. Levy, presi­
dent, who said:

“ I t  means that he does believe in and 
will support segregation in Cleveland that 
even the South is breaking away from.

“ I t  means that Hopkins believes ‘the 
best location in the nation’ is only for 
those who Hopkins conceives to be the 
‘best’ people — whites only.”

Dr. Levy warned that the $7,000,000 
urban slum-clearance bond issue would be 
defeated in the Nov. 3 election i f  Hopkins 
were retained.

Upset over the danger to the bond issue, 
Burke called a meeting with representa­
tives of the NAACP to try  to make peace, 
but when the NAACP committee could not 
be pacified by pressure and trickery, or 
Hopkins’ claim that he was “ misquoted” 
or “ misunderstood,”  the Mayor said he 
was accepting his appointee’s resignation.

Four days later the Cleveland Press re­
vealed that Burke had kept Hopkins on 
the city payroll at approximately the same 
salary, merely switching his title to “ chief 
city planner” !

When this was exposed, Burke reported­
ly told the Cleveland News he was order­
ing Hopkins removed from the payroll be- 
"cause of “ the attendant publicity given 
his retention.”

“ I t  looks as if  somebody is trying to 
crucify him so the only thing I can do is 
take him off the payroll,”  Burke said.

That is what we can expect from our 
new Senator: Demagogic talk about non­
discrimination, attempts to whitewash a 
bigot who carries out Burke’s Jim Crow 
policies, then the purging of his “ fall-guy” 
when public protest makes it  necessary. — 
No principled position either against seg­
regation or in defense of employees who 
merely carry out his policies.

The NAACP should have demanded the 
removal of Burke as Senator, not just the 
firing of Hopkins!
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Women’s Incomes
---------------------- By Joyce Cowley ---------------------

Talk to any man about women, and he’ll 
insist they practically run this country. 
They certainly haven’t got anything to 
kick about now. Why even Eisenhower, 
in recognition of the importance of wo­
men’s votes, appointed one to a cabinet 
post and a couple as ambassadors.

These interesting political developments 
are discussed in “ The Status of Women 
in the U.S. — 1953,”  just published by 
the Women’s Bureau of the Department 
of Labor. But a more significant section 
of this report takes up the position of 
women in U.S. economy:

“ The median income of woman has risen 
only slightly in the postwar period, from 
$901 in 1945 to $1,045 in 1951 while that 
of men rose from $1,800 in 1945 to $3,000 
in 1951 (the latest year recorded).”

The average paycheck of a woman work­
er today is less than half — 44% — of 
that received by a man. 81% of women 
who work make less than $2,500. Exactly 
*/> of 1% make as much as $100 a week.

I t  seems elementary to say that women 
go to work because they need money. But 
the way some people talk about this prob­
lem, you’d think we were all career girls. 
The 16,000,000 women who are making 
less than $2,500 a year are probably not 
much excited about the appointment of 
Mrs. Hobby or Mrs. Luce. The main things 
these appointments prove is that putting 
a woman in an important post won’t 
change anything as long as she’s part

of the big business political machine. The 
fact that a couple of women ambassadors 
are representing U.S. imperialism is not 
much comfort to women in Colorado''who, 
according to the Women’s Bureau report, 
make 97Vi>c an hour in Colorado factories 
doing exactly the same work for which 
men are paid $1.45.

Everybody is for equal pay these days. 
The Republicans and Democrats both 
spoke for it  in the 1952 presidential cam­
paign. Business and civic organizations 
of every type endorsed it. In spite of this, 
equal pay laws are in effect in only 13 
states and Alaska. Not one of the nine 
equal pay bills introduced in state legisla­
tures this year or the seven introduced in 
Congress was passed. According to this 
report “ even in states that have equal pay 
laws the coverage is in most cases limited 
and legal loopholes exist which make it 
d ifficu lt to enforce them.”

Capitalist politicians also give lip-ser­
vice to the need for a housing program, 
schools, hospitals and child care centers 
— when they’re running for office. They 
forget about these things, just as they 
forget about equal pay, as soon as the 
election is over. Only a labor administra­
tion that represents the millions of doubly 
exploited working women w ill pass and en­
force national legislation which guarantees 
women the basic right to get paid for the 
work they do at the same rale as other 
w orkers.

Judge Frees 
Cop Indicted 
For Brutality

N E W  YO R K, Nov. 5 — An- 
o ther shocking case o f court 
leniency t oward police b ru ta lity  
was chalked up in the w o rld ’s 
largest c i t y  yesterday when Fed­
eral Judge M atthew  T. Abruzzo 
set aside a verd ict o f g u ilty  
returned hv a federa l grand ju ry  
against P atro lm an John A. B ru ll-  
man fo r v io la tin g  the c iv il r ig h ts  
o f Francis GalatLs, a subway 
motoi man.

V o ic ing  the ind igna tion  fe lt 
p a rtic u la r ly  in the Negro com­
m un ity  over the judge ’s h ig h ­
handed action, David L. Weiss, 
Socia lis t W orkers candidate fo r  
m ayor in las t week’s m unicipal 
election, demanded th a t M ayor- 
elect W agner “ make known his 
stand on th is  sham eful case.”  • 

W eris reminded the pub lic  th a t 
d u rin g  the cam paign W agner and 
the o ther m a jo r p a rty  candidates 
had kept s ile n t about police 
b ru ta lity  in New Y ork . “ Now, on 
the ve ry  next day a fte r  the elec­
tion, Judge Abruzzo demonstrated 
tha t the courts continue to g rind  
ou t class jus tice  aga inst w o rk ing  
people when he a rro g a n tly  flou ted  
the ve rd ic t o f a ju r y  th a t dared 
to find a c lub-happy cop g u ilty  
o f b ru ta lity  against a transp o rt 
w o rke r.”

The facts o f the case are as 
fo llo w s - G ala tis, a subway m otor- 
nan, tr ie d  to have P atro lm an 
B ru llm an arrested M arch 7, 1952, 
fo r  a lleged ly tam pe rin g  w ith  the 
subway door mechanism and 
s p itt in g  on the flo o r.

But B ru llm an  arrested G alatis 
and then beat him in the subway- 
s ta tion. according to  the v ic tim . 
In the police sta tion  B ru llm an 
beat him  again w h ile  o ther cops 
looked on.

D r. M ark  Edward Fox testified

Q uits A L P Marcantonio Quits A LP, 
Says It Has No Future
Former Representative Vito 
Marcantonio has resigned as 
state chairman of New 
Y ork 's  Am erican Labor P a rty  
and has q u it  the A L P . T h is  is 
the cu lm ina tion  o f a break

V IT O  M A R C A N T O N IO

th a t G alatis suffered fra c tu re  o f 
two ribs and bruises on the face 
and body, inc lud ing a bru ise over 
one kidney.

W illia m  Conlin, an organ izer 
o f the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  Union, 
reported tha t the membership 
were so angered by th is  a ttack  
upon a fe llo w  w o rke r th a t only 
w ith  g rea t d iff ic u lty  were they 
restra ined from  engaging in a 
subway slowdown to p ro te s t th is  
new ease o f police b ru ta lity .

The judge reversed the grand 
ju ry  v.crdict because the  prosecu­
tion  had only one w itness, the 
v ic tim  who was beaten, w h ile  the 
defense had five witnesses, a ll 
policemen. “ I t  is  hard fo r  me to 
believe than an o ffice r would be 
allowed to assault a man under 
arrest w h ile  in  a s ta tion  house 
w ith in  the sound and s ig h t o f 
superior officers,”  said Judge 
Abruzzo.

ART QUEDNAU
1890-1953

BUFFALO — An old man died in the dark of night 
He died alone in a boarding house with no friend at his 
side, and so no man can tell of the things that his last 
moments held. ‘ 51-

Notes from the News
R E V O L T  BREW S IN  C H IL E . The reg im e o f 

P resident Ibanez o f Chile is in  serious d ifficu ltie s . 
The Nov. 7 C hris tian  Science M o n ito r reports , 
“ The governm ent o f P resident Ibanez is much less 
popu la r today than a year ago when i t  came to 
power. . . .  As a re su lt o f his fa ilu re  to c a rry  
ou t th is  (a n ti- in f la t io n  and a n t i-g ra ft )  p rogram , 
the coun try  has become increasing ly  dissatisfied 
w ith  the reg im e.”  Chile borders revo lu tiona ry  
B o liv ia . Ibanez appears to be p in n in g  his hopes 
fo r  su rv iva l on U.S. im peria lism . l ie  has an­
nounced he w il l  to le ra te  no “ C om m unist”  labor 
ac tiv itie s  in  the U.S -owned copper and n itra te  
mines.

* * *

POST O F F IC E  p o lit ic a l censors have declared 
the m on th ly  m agazine, New  W orld  Review, “ un­
m ailab le .”  They refused to accept the October 
issue fo r  m a ilin g  and also applied a re troa c tive  
ban on fo u r  e a r lie r  issues. The m agazine, 
fo rm e r ly  was named Soviet Russia Today. The 
la w  under w h ich  the  po litica l censorship was 
applied was passed du rin g  the 1917 w a r hys te ria  
and extended today under te rm s o f the “ national 
em ergency”  w h ich  T rum an procla im ed a fte r  en try  
in to  the undeclared Korean W ar.

“ A U T O  D E A LE R S  T E L L  D E T R O IT : Tut
Brakes On P roduction,”  is the headline o f a s to ry  
in the Nov. 8 N . Y. T imes. In M issouri, fo r  
example, spokesmen fo r  1,100 dealers com plain 
th a t the auto barons are us ing “ coercive m ethods”
—  th rea ten ing  cancellation o f dealers' franchises
—  unless they take “ unwanted merchandise and 
m o to r vehicles w ith o u t regard  to the volume 
the bu y in g  public w ill absorb.”

T H E  A M E R IC A N  JE W IS H  CONGRESS a t its  
[17-th b ieunal convention, s tro n g ly  assailed the 
W itch  hun t. J. R. W igg ins , e d ito r o f the W ash­
in g to n  Post, to ld  the delegates th a t in some Con­
gressional com m ittees, “ we have found the com­
b ina tion  o f executive, leg is la tive  and ju d ic ia l 
fu n c tio n s  w h ich P resident M adison a p t ly  des­
cribed as the ve ry  de fin ition  o f ty ra n n y ,”

C O R R U P TIO N  OK T H E  BLOOD, w h ich is 
specifica lly fo rb idden by A r t ic le  I I I ,  Section 3, 
o f the U.S. C onstitu í ion, goes m e rr ily  on under 
the w itch  hunt. A no ther Radulovich case has 
come to l ig h t  in the A ir  Force. T h is .v ic t im  is 
L ieu t. Thomas Shepard o f B u ffa lo , a Kore¡ 
combat p ilo t veteran. He is be ing kicked ou t be­
cause his bro ther Paul is suspected o f Communist 
ideas o r connections. A f te r  re tu rn in g  fro m  Korea, 
L ieu t. Shepard was unable to  ge t a “ security  

clearance”  because ha Is re lated to h is brot'hei 
* * *

U N P O P U L A R IT Y  OF T I IE  F B I in  St. Louis 
called fo r th  an ed ito ria l in  the Oct. 20 Post- 
D ispatch, the c ity ’s lead ing newspaper. I t  re ­
m arks th a t i t  was w ide ly  fe lt  in  the c ity  th a t a 
person fin d in g  h im se lf in possession o f one o f 
the m issing $10 o r $20 b ills  in  the Greenloase 
k idnap ing  case would be foo lish  to n o t ify  the 
F B I because the finder w ou ld  be subjected to 
intense g r i l l in g ,  trea ted like  a c rim in a l, hauled 
o iit  o f bed in  the m iddle o f the n ig h t. The 
ed ito ria l deplores th is  a ttitu d e  and sta les: “ For 
the p la in  fa c t is th a t the F B I needs to im prove 
its  public re la tions. B y  th is  we do not mean 
h ir in g  more pub lic  re la tions agents and sending 
out releases to the newspapers about the achieve­
ments o f the F'BI under J. E dgar Hoover. W hat 
we mean is th a t the F B I needs to reassure law- 
ab id ing  citizens th a t i t  also abides by the law ; 
that i t  respects con s titu tion a l r ig h ts  o f the in 
d iv id u a l; th a t i t  gets search w a rran ts  when il 
should have them ; th a t i t  obeys the a n ti-w ire ­
tapp ing  provis ions o f the Federal Communications 
A ct. The local o ffice o f the F B I knows fu l l  well 
why i t  is the subject o f c r it ic is m  in the Greenlease 
ease. I t  knows w hy some people are say ing  tha t 
they are a fra id  they m ig h t be routed out o f bed 
at 1 a.m. i f  they tu rned in ransom money in ­
nocently received. I t  knows w hy some fe a r being 
hold fo r  long periods and possib ly be ing subjected 
to w earing  in q u iry . . . D issatis faction  w ith  the 
high-handed methods o f some F B I agents should 
not be pe rm itted  to y ie ld  a benefit to crim e. I r  
th is  s itua tion  is a w a rn in g  th a t D irec to r Hoover 
should be the f irs t  to  appraise fo r  its  obvious 
w orth . No branch o f the Federal Governm ent can 
a ffo rd  to ignore the pub lic .”

But a ll o f us, h is comrades, 
know a t least th is : I f  A r t  Qued- 
nau awoke in the  n ig h t when 
death same seeping in, he may 
have though t and known m any 
th ings. B u t not a one o f them 
was fear.

A r t  came to the B u ffa lo  branch 
o f the Socia list W orkers P a rty  
e igh t years ago. He w alked in to  
a m eeting c a rry in g  a copy o f the 
M ilita n t w h ich had been given 
to h im  a t a d is tr ib u tio n , and soon 
a fte rw a rd  he joined the p a rty .

F o r e igh t years Comrade Qued- 
nau was w ith  us. F o r e ig h t years 
we knew th is  old man, qu ie t, un­
com pla in ing, genia l, fa ith fu l and 
devoted to the revo lu tiona ry  
movement. W o rk in g  as a w are­
house e levator opera to r he earned 
l i t t le  money, bu t every week he 
was punctilious in  g iv in g  his f in ­
ancia l con tribu tion  to  the w o rk ­
ers’ cause. H is  health was fa il in g , 
he was tire d , b u t a lm ost every 
week he found the s treng th  to  
pa rtic ipa te  w ith  his comrades in  
the branch m eeting.

A r t  was born in Potsdam, Ger­
many and spent m ost o f his ch ild ­
hood on a fa rm  near Havana, 
Cuba. A s  a young man he came 
to the U n ited  States, then sh ip­
ped out as a coal passer to  L iv e r­
pool and G lasgow and la te r to 
Ind ia , where he w orked a t the 
vast T a ta  Iro n  and Steel W orks.

B u t A r t  Quednau had made, 
the e rro r o f being born in Ger­
many, so, a t the outbreak ol 
W orld  W a r I ,  the B r it is h  govern­
ment f lu n g  him  in to  prison as an 
enemy alien. F o r f iv e  years he 
stayed in  th a t Ind ian  prison, and 
when lie came ou t there was much 
o f his youth, much o f h is s treng th  
th a t was gone fro m  h im  fo reve r.

Shipped back to Germ any, he 
worked a t K rup p . Back la te r  in  
the U n ited States he sweated in  
the g lare o f the Homestead open 
hearths u n til h is hea lth  could no 
longer bear the s tra in . Then he 
worked fo r  years in  foundries 
u n til his ruined body was f i t  on ly 
fo r  the e levator opera to r’s job  
th a t was his last.

A r t  Quednau had a dream, no t 
the dream o f a b e tte r w o rld  to 
come when the  w orkers  rise  to 
b r in g  o rder ou t o f the ca p ita lis t 
chaos —  th a t was no dream fo r  
A r t  the rea lis t. T h a t was a fa c t 
th a t would come in to  being 
th rough  the help o f such as A r t  
h im se lf and no t a dream. A r t 's  
dream  was a personal one, and 
i t  w ent like  th is :

In  Coudersport, Pennsylvania 
he had a fa rm  where he spent 
his vacation each year, and some 
day. . . some day he would go 
there to live  ou t the la s t years 
o f his life . I t  was necessary to 
w a it on ly  u n til he was 65 when 
the gracious governm ent would 
g ra n t h im  his social secu rity  p i t ­
tance.

T h is  past sum m er some o f us 
drove A r t  down to  M s place, a

w eather beaten l i t t le  fram e house 
hidden in the h ills  some three- 
quarters  o f a m ile  from  the h ig h ­
way. We stopped the over-heated 
car and got out. A r t  looked about 
bis face eager and happy. He 
f ille d  his lungs w ith  t iie  clean 
a ir  o f the woods and the h ills  
“ I t ’s good to be hack,”  he said 
and the love o f the woods and the 
h ills  was in  h is  voice.

He showed us his place, tw o 
w a lls  o f one room shelved from  
flo o r to ce ilin g  w ith  books. He 
to ld  us how he intended to f ix  
up the "house, “ i f  I  live  long 
enough.”  He had tw o years to 
go, two years before he would 
reach 65 and his pension, when 
like  a worked-out beast o f bur 
den, he m ig h t be le t out to pas 
tu re .

T lu t he couldn’t  make it .
Perhaps he never re a lly  be­

lieved th a t he would make it. B u t 
th a t wouldn’t  have m attered. H e ’d 
have kep t t ry in g , kep t p lanning. 
L ike  a ll o f those who re a lly  love 
life  he had no fe a r  o f death. When 
the end would come, i t  would 
come; h u t u n t il then the dawn o f 
tom orrow  always glowed. W h ile  
the re  was li fe  there was hard 
ship, true , there was w o rk  and 
s trugg le , bu t there was the good 
f ig h t  fo r  a be tte r w o rld  fo r  a l l o f 
m ankind. There  were books to 
be read, ideas to  be grasped w ith  
th a t liv in g , pu ls ing  p o rtio n  o f 
you th  th a t no prison, no disease, 
no steel w orks could k i l l .  W h ile  
there ye t was l i fe  the re  was in ­
te g r ity ,  the re  was courage.

Comrade A r th u r  Quednan, 
T ro ts k y is t f ig h te r, revo lu tiona ry  
in te rn a tio n a lis t, we, yo u r com­
rades, sa lu te  you.

PHILADELPHIA
25th Anniversary 

Celebration of 
The SWP and The Militant 
B u ffe t D inne r from  6:30 P.M. 
Special P rogram  a t 8:30 P.M . 

Satu rday, Nov. 21 

ST 1-5820

Militant Labor Hall
1303 W est G ira rd  Avenue

Newark Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

presents a ta lk  on 
The Huckster 

and the Politician
Speaker:

M ark Burns

F r id a y , Nov. 20, at. 8:30 
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REPUBLICANS 
ATTEMPT‘SPY’ 
FRAME-UP

(Continued from page 1)
man’s real “ crim e,”  a t most, was 
th a t ho was no t ready to  th row  
W hite  to the dogs the m inute an 
inproved charge was made 
against h im . A nd  T rum an w asn 't 
even g u ilty  o f th a t p a rtic u la r 
crim e fo r  ve ry  long, because he 
got rid  o f W h ite  in  1647 —  a 
year before the F B I ’s “ case” 
against W h ite  proved so flim s y  
tha t even a red ba iting  grand ju ry  
refused to in d ic t him .

P O L IT IC A L  A IM
The whole a ffa irs  is a fram eup. 

and its  aim is given away by its  
t im in g . On Nov. 3 the Repub­
licans took a sound lic k in g  at the 
polls. On Nov. 4 M cC arthy la id  
down the line  th a t they lost be­
cause they fa iled  to make “ com­
m unist in f i lt ra t io n  o f governm ent”  
th e ir ch ie f issue. On Nov. 6 
B row ne ll threw  his s tin k  bomb at 
T rum an, c la im in g  he had E isen­
hower’s p r io r  approval. On Nov 
10 the Republicans won a Con­
gressional election in  C a lifo rn ia  
tha t had had them  w orried , and 
B row ne ll promised a ‘ “ con tinu ing 
p rogram ”  o f such smears.

On Nov. 11 Eisenhower to ld  a 
press conference th a t he d idn ’t  
believe T rum an kno w in g ly  ap­
pointed a spy; th a t he hadn 't d is ­
cussed th is  aspect o f the a f fa ir  
w ith  B row ne ll; th a t he d idn ’ t 
doubt T rum an ’s lo y a lty ;  and th a t 
he d idn ’t  believe B row ne ll had 
p u b l i c l y  im pugned T ru m a n ’s 
lo ya lty .

L ibera ls  w ill probably po in t to 
Eisenhower’s s tradd ling  s ta te ­
ments as signs o f some “ basic”  
d is tinc tio n  between the President 
on one side and B row ne ll and M c­
C a rthy  on the other. The> 
couldn’t be w ronger i f  they  tried .

I f  E isenhower re a lly  d isap­
proved o f w hat B row ne ll had done, 
he w ou ldn ’t  have restated his 
confidence in h is A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l, and he wouldn ’t  have waited 
five days u n til he had the chance 
to see tha t B row nell had gone a 
l i t t le  too fas t and the sm ear was 
beg inn ing  to boomerang on its 
authors.

W H A T  T H E Y  A G R E E  ON
F urthe rm ore . E isenhower ad­

m itted  th a t he fu l ly  endorsed 
B row ne ll’s request to a tta ck  the 
Trum an a d m in is tra tion  fo r  h ir in g  
a “ spy”  —  a charge th a t w i l l  be 
remembered, and th a t M cC arthy 
w ill make b ig  cap ita l o f, in ­
dependently o f the o ther issue of 
w hethe r or not T rum an appointed 
the man “ kno w in g ly .”  The essence 
o f the m a tte r is th a t E isen­
hower, B row ne ll and M cC arthy 
a like  want, to  smear the Demo­
cra ts on the “ com m unist spy”  
issue, a lthough they may d if fe r  
somewhat on secondary m atters 
o f t im in g  and tactics.

Despite E isenhower’s pretense 
o f a “ m iddle o f the road”  straddle, 
the Brow nell - T rum an a ffa irs  
serves w a rn ing  th a t the M cC arthy 
w in g  o f the GOP is becoming 
more in flu e n tia l every day, and 
th a t a ll w ings o f the p a rty  can 
be counted on to expand the w itch  
hunt. The p o lit ic a l m otiva tion  w ill 
be to d iv e r t the a tten tion  o f the 
Am erican people aw ay fro m  th e ir 
g row ing  d iscontent w ith  the 
present adm in is tra tion , or, f a i l ­
ing  tha t, to in tim id a te  them w ith  
I he fe a r th a t the y  too  w il l  be 
dubbed “ com m unist”  i f  they dare 
to voice th e ir  grievances.

A n y  illus ions about w h a t to 
expect fro m  the Republicans on 
th is  score w ill be ve ry  costly. 
B u t the same applies to the 
Democrats. They th in k  the best 
w ay to defend themselves against 
Republican re d b a it in g , is  by in ­
te n s ify in g  Dem ocratic redba it­
ing, and they show they cannot 
be re lied on to f ig h t M eC arthyism  
from  a progressive s tandpo in t be­
cause they accept and embrace 
its  basic premises.

A m erican dem ocratic libe rties  
have never been in  such danger 
as they are today. To defend and 
extend them, both ca p ita lis t 
parties m ust be resisted and 
removed from  po litica l power. 
U n ited mass action aga iris t the 
w itch  h u n t po in ts in e v ita b ly  to 
the need fo r  a new p a rty , an in ­
dependent labo r p a rty , u n it in g  
those dem ents o f the population 
who re a lly  believe in and w ant 
to save the B il l o f R ights.

(See ed ito ria l, Page 3.)

w ith  the S ta lin is ts  which has been 
more than a year in  the m aking. 
He announced his res ignation  on 
Nov. 4, the day a fte r  the A L P  
got the lowest New  Y o rk  City- 
vote in  its  h is to ry , on ly 54 372 
votes fo r  m a yo ra lty  candidate 
C lif fo rd  T. M cAvoy. In  1950, the 
A L P  candidate fo r  m ayor got 
147,578 votes; and in  1949, ru n ­
n ing fo r  the same office, M a r­
cantonio h im se lf ro lled  up 356,- 
C26 voles.

D u rin g  the campaign M arcan­
tonio accused the D a ily  W orker, 
paper o f the Com m unist P arty , 
o f g iv in g  support to W agner, the

it  
to

Tam m any Dem ocrat, w h ile
continued to pay lip  service 
the A LP .

DOES N O T N A M E  CP
In  his res ignation  statem ent, 

M arcanton io did not name the 
C om m unist P a rty  as the source 
o f the c o n flic t in  the A L P  th a t 
led to  his res ignation . He spoke 
on ly  c f  “ the  m in o r ity ”  in the 
A L P  which “ were t r y in g  to force 
upon t'.s the ro le  o f a pressure 
g ro up ”  and which continued its  
obstruction “ u n til the eve o f the 
election and even on election day.”  
For th is  reason, he complained, 
the A L P  was “ never able to 
launch an e ffec tive  cam paign.”

He argued th a t because the 
A L P  rem ains “ a ‘ house d iv ided’ ’ 
it  w il l be unable to  m uster the 
necessary 50,000 votes fo r  gov­
e rnor in 1054 to rem ain on the 
ba llo t. He said th a t henceforth 
the A L P  w il l  become “ m ore and 
more a pressure group . . . m ore 
and more a m im eograph machine 
ra th e r than  a p o lit ic a l p a r ty .”  
The degeneration o f the A LP , 
however, is inhe rent in its  com­
position and program  and was a l­
ready fa r  advanced before M a r­
cantonio began to fa ll ou t w ith  
the S ta lin is ts .

He s t i l l  has voiced no basic 
po litica l d iffe rences w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts , whose line he followed 
fo r almost tw o decades. He quit 
the A L P , .“ despite the fact that 
we speak fo r the m a jo r ity ,”  when 
he figured it  could no longer 
serve his own in te rests as a se lf- 
seeking p o litica l opportun is t.

N O T  A LA B O R  P A R T Y
W ith  the defection o f its  sole 

rem a in ing  figu re  o f any p ro m i­
nence, the A L P  is u n lik e ly  to 
p lay any fu r th e r  e lectora l ro le of 
significance. The CP has indicated, 
however th a t i t  m ay continue to 
p lay  «:ound w ith  the A L P  fo r  
its  owm propaganda purposes and 
fo r  su ih  electoral purposes as do 
not cut across its  main lin e  o f 
suppo rting  the pro - Dem ocratic 
po litica l policies o f the union 
leaders.

The ve ry  name o f the A m er­
ican Labor P a rty  is a complete 
deception. I t  is not “ A m erican ”  
in the sense o f a na tion-w ide 
pa rty . I t  has a lways been confined 
to New Y ork S tate, p r in c ip a lly  
to N .Y . C ity . A nd  to  ca ll its e lf  a 
“ labo r”  p a rty  is an even more 
gross deception. I t  lacks the sup­
port o f a sing le  union. I t  is  s t i l l  
fo rm a lly  a w ing  o f the a lm ost- 
defunct Progressive P arty , which 
was organized in  1948 as a th ird  
cap ita lis t p a rty  to  run H enry 
W allace fo r  President.

BE G A N  W IT H  U N IO N  B A S E
O rig in a lly , the A 'LP was a 

genuine labor p a rty . I I  was 
form ed in 1936 by leading unions 
in New Y o rk  s la te , inc lud ing  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G arm ent 
W orkers, Am algam ated C lo th ing  
W orkers and ■ numerous others. 
The p a rty  was used by its  coa li­
tion  o f Social Dem ocratic, New 
Deal and S ta lin is t leaders to 
co rra l the la rge New Y o rk  rad ica l 
vote fo r  Roosevelt, Lehman, La 
G uard ia and o ther c a p ita lis t 
candidates.

D u rin g  the w a r period, the 
D ubin -ky-R ose group, represent­
in g  the IL G W U  and H atm akers, 
came in to  increasing c o n flic t 
w ith  the H illm a n -S ta lin is t bloc. 
The fo rm e r fin a lly  s p lit  in  1944 
and form ed the L ibe ra l P a rty . 
The A LP , m inus one im p o rta n t 
section o f unions, continued to 
support c a p ita lis t candidates, in ­
c lud ing  O’D w yer fo r  m ayor in 
1945. Wi t h  the onset o f the “ cold 
w a r," a s trugg le  began between 
the S ta lin is ts  and the rem a in ing  
non -S ta lin is t union leaders. W hen 
the S ta lin is t - dom inated A L P  
backed the W allace cam paign in  
1948, most o f the unions, like  
the  CIO c lo th ing , steel, auto, 
m a ritim e  and tra n sp o rt w orkers, 
walked out p f  the A L P . By 1952, 
i t  was com ple te ly  divorced fro m  
the union movement.

SUPPO RT C A P IT A L IS M
P rog ram m a tica lly , the A L P  has 

been a proponent o f “ progressive”  
cap ita lism , described as “ FDR 's 
12-point economic p rogram .”  I ts  
so-called a n ti-w a r p rogram  has 
no th ing  in eoYnmon w ith  a genuine 
class s tru g g le  a n ti-w a r po licy. I t  
supports the U N . the c u rre n t 
coun te rpart o f the League o f N a ­
tions, which Lenin described as 
the “ thieves’ k itchen.”  I t  proposes 
to achieve “ peace" th rough  a deal 
fo r  the d iv is ion  and sub juga tion  
o f the w orld  between Moscow 
and M nshington. II is in  th is  sense 
that the A L P  has been fo r many 
vears —  w ith  M arcanton io ’s fu l l  
knowledge and support —  a pres­
sure group fo r the  K re m lin ’s 
fo re ign  po licy.

Dave Beck, p resident o f the 
pow erfu l A F L  Team sters, is  
reported ly  m aking  overtures to 
H a rry  Bridges, head o f the inde­
pendent W est Coast, longshore­
men’s union, to come in to  the 
A F L .

The series o f m ob iliza tions to 
celebrate the  25th ann iversary  of 
The M ilita n t are now w e ll under­

way in m any areas. 
Results are not yet. 
in fro m  the f irs t  of 
t h e s e  except fo r 
Philadelph ia and Los 
Angeles where the 
comrades began a 
few  weeks e a rly  and 
w ill hold th e ir  con­
c lud ing  sale e a rly  
also. Fan Francisco 
and New Y o rk  w ill 
ge t o f f  to a la te s ta rt 

due *o pressure o f o ther w ork  
around the fa l l  elections. A  score- 
board w i l l  be p rin ted  in next 
week's M ilita n t and w i l l  appear 
th roughou t the cam paign to  show 
resu lts  o f sales.

Tom Carey sends in an ou tline  
o f Los Angeles’ plans fo r  a 
system atic sale o f M ilita n ts  and 
o ther socia lis t lite ra tu re  tied  in 
w ith  lectures, classes and social 
a ffa irs . He w rite s  th a t M ilita n t 
salesmen have divided in to  teams 
o f two, each team to be respon­
sible fo r  developing a rou te  o f 20 
regu l-ir readers. A t  the end o f 
the s ix  weeks’ period readers 
who have been rece iv ing  the 
paper each week w i l l  be asked to 
take a subscrip tion.

A n  im p o rta n t p a r t o f the cam­
paign, in addition to  door to door 
w ork, w i l l  be sales by trade 
un ion ists to the w orkers in  th e ir  
p lants. The new pam ph le t by 
Jaimes P. Cannon, “ A m erica ’s 
Road to Socia lism ,”  w i l l  be used 
as soon as i t  is published to 
fu r th e r  in troduce socia lis t ideas 
to M il ita n t  readers.

Before be g inn ing  the cam paign, 
Tom reports , test sales \yere con­
ducted in  several neighborhoods: 
“ The f ir s t  Sunday fo u r  comrades 
went, out and sold 25 copies o f the 
paper in about, an hour. The 
second Sunday five comrades sold 
60 copies In th is  sale the  people 
who bought, the paper the previous 
week were rev is ited  and many 
o f them bought a second copy.

“ On our f irs t  25th A nn ive rsa ry  
M ob iliza tion  160 copies were sold 
house to house. One sub was sold 
in the process o f  the canvassing. 
Subs were sold d u rin g  the week 
also to both The M il ita n t  and 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.”

Philadelph ia  L ite ra tu re  A gent 
C lara Raymond w rite s , “ O ur plan 
is to w o rk  three d iffe re n t areas 
o f the c ity , a llow in g  two weeks 
in each one, the reby p e rm ittin g  us 
to test where we can obtain the 
best resu lts fo r  fu tu re  w ork. On 
our f irs t sale las t week e igh t com­
rades were able to sell 26 M il i ­
tan ts. W e are aw ard ing  a prize  
o f a specia lly  inscribed copy o f 
‘The Case o f the Legless V e t­
eran ’ to the comrade who spends 
the greatest num ber o f hours 
se lling  in the  cam paign.”

C. D. o f Youngstown w rite s , “ I  
recen tly  read a copy o f you r 
paper and I am pleased w ith  you r 
v iews on rac ia l m atters. Please 
send me a six m onths subscrip tion 
to The M il ita n t . ”

M an y  thanks to M. V. o f St. 
Louis who w rite s , “ Enclosed is $5, 
Please continue m y subscrip tion 
w ith o u t loss o f any issues. $3 is 
fo r  the sub and the rem a in ing $2 
is a con tribu tion . W ish I  could 
g ive more b u t I d idn ’t  w ork much 
th is  year. Best wishes fo r  the 
fu tu re .”

O ur sincere thanks also to C. S. 
o f Cleveland, Ohio who sends in  
?10, “ S3 fo r  m y renewal and the 
o ther ?7 is a con tribu tion .”

LOS ANGELES 
Friday Night Forum

presents
A Series o f Lectures

(4) AFL-CIO Unity?
Speaker:

Tom K e rrv
O rgan izer o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty , Los Angeles, 
Union o rgan izer and labor edi­
tor. w il l discuss recent devel­
opments in the A m erican labor 
movement.

F ri., Nov. 20, 8 P. M.
(5) Racial Discrimination 

Richard F raser 
W r ite r , Le c tu re r 

F ri.. Nov. 27. 8 P. M. 
FO R U M  H A L L  

1702 E. 4th St. Tel. A N  9-4953 
Questions —  Discussion 

Refreshm ents 
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