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Stirling Council 
Planning Department 
Viewforth 
14 - 20 Pitt Street 
Stirling 
FK8 2ET 
 
15th February 2022 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Brae Lodge, Ardeonaig, FK21 8SY. Design and supporting statement. 
 
I refer our planning application relating to the property at the above address. The 
application is for change of use from ‘Outdoor Centre’ to ‘Dwelling House’.  
 
The current planning consent was granted on 16.08.1984 on basis of change of use 
from Dwellinghouse, Planning consent ref  N/84/582, copy attached.   
 
Abernethy Trust have operated an outdoor activities centre at this property since 
1984, one of their 4 centres around Scotland.  
 
The profound detrimental effect of Covid-19 restrictions on operators of residential 
outdoor centres are well recorded. Abernethy Trust are no exception. In order to 
survive Abernethy decided radical changes were required. In early 2021 we 
carefully analysed all parts of our operation and concluded that several elements 
had no viable future after the effects of Covid-19 subside. Sadly our Ardeonaig 
Outdoor centre has been a casualty of this analysis and the outdoor centre was 
closed permanently in early 2021. Having no further use for the Outdoor Centre, 
Abernethy Trust placed the property on the market. The property comprises Brae 
Lodge together with outbuildings, and several staff houses which were all placed 
on the market for sale in summer 2021. Abernethy Trust are currently maintaining 
Brae Lodge to avoid it falling into disrepair.  

http://www.abernethy.org.uk/
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3 of the former staff houses which have Planning consent for dwelling house use 
are now under offer and expected to be sold at an early date. Brae Lodge together 
with outbuildings have not been sold however we have interest from purchasers 
wishing to use the property as dwelling house, thus our current planning application 
for change of use to dwelling house.  
 
The property was originally built as a family dwelling house and so a return to its 
original use, increasing family accommodation in the area would seem to be a 
suitable development. In preparation for submission of our planning application we 
have considered relevant factors and would comment on these as follows: 
 
 
Access: We have considered what implications there may be for the access road. 
The access road from the Lochside public highway is owned by Abernethy Trust 
and used by multiple properties. We envisage that Brae Lodge in proposed dwelling 
house use would result in reduced vehicular traffic movements compared to the 
existing outdoor centre use. The property has its own independent gateway access 
from the access road. 
  
 
Parking: The property has ample onsite car parking for several cars. 
  
 
Refuse disposal: This would continue as before with refuse collection by Stirling 
Council. 
 
 
Flood risk: The property is not in flood risk area according to the SEPA flood map. 
 
 
Physical alterations: No physical alterations are proposed.  
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Services: The property is supplied with mains water. Drainage is by a private 
drainage system licensed by SEPA.  
 
If you require any additional information to consider our application please do 
contact our agent. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Ed Metcalfe 

http://www.abernethy.org.uk/





