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SUBJECT:     RIDE ALONG PROGRAM 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. PURPOSE 
 
 A. The purpose of a ride along is for citizens to have an opportunity to receive a firsthand  
  account of the duties of a Philadelphia Police Officer during a tour of duty.  In a  
  continuous effort to remain transparent and to build community relationships, the  
  department will offer this service to members of the public when practical. 
 
  1. Individuals may be granted one ride along per calendar year unless otherwise 
   approved by the Police Commissioner or their designee. 
 
  2. The Ride Along Program will be conducted with one of the 21 patrol districts  
   only; unless specific authorization is given by the Police Commissioner regarding a  
   specialized unit.  
 
   NOTE:  Ride Along participation with the Aviation Unit (helicopter), Marine Unit  
       (boats) and Mounted Unit (horses) will not be permitted, unless specific  
       authorization is given by the Police Commissioner. 
 
 B. The ride along program is an opportunity for the police department to build a positive  
  image and solid relationships with citizens.  We must display immeasurable pride,  
  honor, integrity and service to our citizens at all times and ensure that the message and  
  brand of the department is clearly expressed. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. POLICY 
 
 A. Citizens interested in participating in a ride along program must complete a ride along  
  application (75-621A) at least 5 days prior to any ride along taking place.  Once the  
  application is complete, it will be submitted through the appropriate chain of command  
  and forwarded to the Public Affairs Unit for final review and approval.  After the  
  application is approved, the Public Affairs Unit will coordinate the ride along with  
  the appropriate district. 
 
  NOTE:  Clergy and lay people who are a part of the Mayor’s Police Clergy program 
      will be permitted to ride as observers in patrol vehicles within the district that  
      they are assigned.  These participants are required to abide by the regulations  
      and guidelines stated in this directive. 
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 B. Members of the public over 19 years of age can submit an application for a ride along.  
  This would include: college students, recruit applicants, clergy, media, visiting law  
  enforcement, community groups, politicians and all citizens alike.  Special  
  consideration and authorization will be provided to organizations or groups where  
  participants may be under the required age of 19.  This authorization will be granted by  
  the Police Commissioner. 
 
  NOTE:  In any situation where the participant is under the required age of 19, a Parent  
      or Legal Guardian must sign the application (75-621A) and the  
      regulations/safety waiver (75-621). 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. DEFINITION 
 
 A. Ride-Along - is when an individual who is not a Philadelphia Police Officer  
  accompanies a sworn member during the course of a work tour to view and experience  
  the responsibility of a police officer in the performance of their duties. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. PROCEDURES 
 
 A. The District Commanding Officer will:  
 
  1. Select an officer under their command to conduct the ride along.  
 
  2. Ensure the officer is knowledgeable of the department's mission, Public Service  
   Area (PSA) concepts, the working components of the district and any positive  
   efforts by the district/department. 
 
  3. Notify the Public Affairs Unit if a ride along, for any reason, is terminated.  The  
   reason for the termination and any pertinent information will be properly  
   documented and placed in the ride along file. 
 
  4. Ensure that a protective ballistic vest is available for the ride along participant. 
 
   NOTE:  All districts will be required to maintain two (2) protective ballistic vests 
       for the purpose of this policy.  District Commanders will be responsible  
       for ensuring this condition is met by conducting a monthly check. 
 
 B. Patrol Supervisors will:  
 
  1. Monitor the ride along during the tour. 
 
  2. Conduct a meet with the officer and ride along participant at least once during the  
   ride along to ensure all the parameters of this policy are followed.  The supervisor  
   will sign the officers patrol log during this meet. 
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  3. Ensure a copy of the patrol log is forwarded to the Public Affairs Unit upon  
   completion of the ride along.  The patrol log will be filed with the ride along  
   documents in the Public Affairs Unit to ensure accurate record keeping. 
 
   NOTE:  Supervisors have the authority to terminate a ride along at any time for  
       safety concerns, violations of policy or major incidents.  Supervisors are  
       to notify their Commanding Officer upon termination. 
 
 C. Patrol Officers will: 
 
  1. Be knowledgeable of the department's mission, Public Service Area (PSA)  
   concepts, and the working components of the District. 
 
  2. Be responsible for completing their patrol log as per Directive 12.17, “Patrol  
   Logs.”  The officer will document on the log that they were accompanied by a ride  
   along participant and list the person’s name.  
 
  3. Check the participant’s identification. 
 
  4. Provide a ballistic vest to the participant. 
 
  5. Explain to the participant what is expected from them. 
 
  6. Explain what actions the participant is expected to take in the event of an  
   emergency. 
 
  7. Give an explanation of the equipment in the patrol vehicle and how it is used. 
 
  8. Educate the participant about the responsibilities of a police officer. 
 
  9. Notify Police Radio that you have a Ride Along participant in the patrol vehicle  
   for “X” number of hours. 
 
  10. Operate a marked patrol vehicle in accordance with Directive 9.7, “Safe Operation  
   of Police Vehicles” while conducting the ride along. 
 
  11. Use extreme caution when responding to “priority” assignments. 
 
  12. Be mindful that their actions, demeanor and general conduct are always subjected 
   to scrutiny.    
    
  13. Notify a supervisor immediately of any misconduct on the part of the participant. 
 
  14. Terminate the ride along at anytime in the event of a hazardous or unusual  
   circumstance.  
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 D. Prohibited Conduct, Patrol Officers will not: 
 
  1. Use discourteous or disrespectful remarks regarding person’s actual or perceived  
   ethnicity, race, religion, gender, identity/expression, sexual orientation or disability. 
 
  2. Use language that a reasonable person would consider demeaning or derogatory. 
 
  3. Unreasonably endanger themselves or the participant. 
 
  4. Become involved in any pursuits while participant is in the patrol car. 
 
  5. Disclose personal information about any detainee and/or prisoner to the participant. 
 
   NOTE:  Officers will treat all participants and members of the public with respect  
       and dignity, as well as maintain professional conduct while in the  
       performance of all ride along duties.  Representing the department and the  
       department's message is paramount when conducting ride alongs with  
       members of the public. 
 
 E.  Ride Along Participants will: 
 
  1. Read and sign the waiver and release form.  
 
  2. Provide the assigned officer with proper identification. 
 
  3. Dress appropriately.  Unacceptable attire includes: dresses, skirts, t-shirts, tank  
   tops, sandals or high heels. 
 
  4. Not carry a firearm or any other weapons that were listed in waiver and release  
   form. 
 
  5. Not carry and/or use a voice recorder, camera or phone to film or record unless  
   prior authorization has been granted by the Public Affairs Unit. 
 
  6. Not interfere with assigned officer while they are conducting police business. 
 
  7. Not be permitted to be involved in any police action (search arrest, interviews of  
   suspects etc.,) unless requested for assistance. 
 
  8. Wear a seatbelt at all times while the police vehicle is in motion. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 
 
 A. All Ride along Participants will be required to wear a protective ballistic vest during the  
  ride along.  There will be no exceptions.  This vest will be provided by the district  
  conducting the ride along. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. RESTRICTIONS 
 
 A. No recording devices, tablets, phones, cameras for video/voice recording or  
  photographing will be permitted during a ride along unless prior authorization is given  
  through the Public Affairs Unit. 
 
  NOTE:  In cases of the media or film crews requesting to videotape, this will be  
      approved in advance and proper legal contracts will be completed with the  
      Law Department prior to the ride along. 
 
 B. No weapons or any other items prohibited by law, including self-defense sprays are  
  allowed, while participating in the program. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
RELATED PROCEDURES: Directive 9.7, Safe Operation of Police Vehicles 
        Directive 12.17, Patrol Logs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BY COMMAND OF THE POLICE COMMISSIONER 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT  

WAIVER AND RELEASE  
TO PARTICIPATE IN A RIDE ALONG 

  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
For purpose of this Waiver and Release, I understand that a “Ride Along” includes, but is not 
limited to, physically accompanying and observing a member or members of the Philadelphia 
Police Department while on patrol or otherwise performing official duties, which will include 
entering police facilities or other city-owned or leased premises. 
  
I also understand and agree that in consideration of being permitted to participate in a Ride 
Along:  
 
 a. That I shall follow the instructions of the police officer and/or any other representative of  
             the Philadelphia Police Department. 
 
 b. That I shall not place myself in a position which interferes, obstructs, or inhibits the  
             ability of any Police Officer to perform his or her duty. 
 
 c. That I shall not enter into any area or scene under the control of law enforcement  
             personnel unless approved by the on scene commander or supervisor. 
 
 d. That I shall not enter or photograph the interior of any private premises, dwelling or  
              property. 
 
 e. That the Police Department is under no obligation to provide me a ballistic vest or any  
             other additional safety equipment and that failure to provide a ballistic vest or any other  
             additional safety equipment shall not negate any waivers, releases and indemnifications  
             agreed to in this document. 
 
 f. That the Philadelphia Police Department may terminate any Ride Along for any reason.   
 
So, understanding and agreeing to the above provisions, and in consideration of being permitted 
to participate in a Ride Along, on behalf of myself, my personal representative, executors, 
administrators, heirs, assigns, and employer, if applicable, do forever release, discharge and hold 
harmless the City of Philadelphia, its agents and employees, from any and all claims, lawsuits 
and/or liability accrued and hereafter to accrue on account of and from any and all actions, 
claims, lawsuits and demands of any kind resulting from any property damage and/or personal 
injury or death which I may incur during or otherwise related to the period of time that I am 
participating in any aspect, component or reasonably anticipated indirect activity associated with 
a Ride Along. 
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Additionally, on behalf of myself, my personal representative, executors, administrators, heirs, 
assigns, and employer, if applicable, I further understand and agree to indemnify, defend, and 
hold harmless the City of Philadelphia, its officials, employees and agents from any and all 
claims, lawsuits, actions, demands, losses, damages or expenses which arise as a result of my 
presence and/or actions during or subsequent to a Ride Along and, if applicable, the presence 
and/or actions of my employer/organization during or subsequent to a Ride Along. 
 
I am agreeing to and signing this Waiver and Release only after the details and potential risks of 
a Ride Along have been explained to me and I have been given the opportunity to ask any 
questions and/or decline to participate on the Ride Along. Furthermore, by signing this document 
on behalf of myself, my personal representative, executors, administrators, heirs, assigns, and 
employer, if applicable I warrant and affirm that I fully understand all the terms and conditions 
and possess the lawful capacity to enter this Waiver and Release.   
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
FULL NAME (please print) 
 
_____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS (please print) 
 
_____________________________________________ 
CITY                                    STATE                                      ZIP  
 
_____________________________________________ 
SIGNATURE 
 
_____________________________________________ 
DATE 
 
_____________________________________________ 
EMPLOYER  IF APPLICABLE (please print official business name)  
 
 
PERSON TO BE CONTACTED IN CASE OF EMERGENCY: 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
NAME (please print)                                                                                                     RELATIONSHIP     
 
_____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS (Please print) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
CITY                                    STATE                                      ZIP                                     PHONE NUMBER 
 
_____________________________________________ 
WITNESS (please print PPD Employee name, rank, and Payroll No.)  
 
______________________________________ 
DATE 

     75-621  (Rev. 3-11) 

 


	PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT        DIRECTIVE 4.20

